
“Growing Faith”
Genesis 32-39

Pray the Word of God, allowing his promises to grow faith that overcomes fear (32:11-12).
   (Explain) Jacob called out to God, fearing the upcoming meeting with Esau. He acknowledged 
his fear, and he asked God for his protection. However, he also remembered God’s Word. He 
remembered God’s promise. Jacob prayed God’s will!
   (Apply) When faced with fear, faith in the Word of God and the promises of God is our 
strength. We can be honest before the Lord, but his Word should be the final word that we look 
to and that we call on.
   (Respond) Father, may your Word always be the final word in my life. May faith in your 
promises always overcome my fear. Teach me to pray your Word, and align my will with your 
will.
1. Why was Jacob afraid? How did God’s promises affect Jacob’s fears? What fears do you 

have today? Are their promises in God’s Word that affect those fears? Share, and discuss.
2. How did Jacob pray the Word of God? How do you use God’s Word in your prayer? Does 

praying God’s Word help to grow faith and to align us to God’s Will? If so, how? If not, why 
not? Use Scripture and not opinions to answers these questions.

3. Use the promises in God’s Word that you explored earlier to pray for victory over fear in your 
lives. Is there someone not in your small group who needs to hear these verses this week?

Follow the call of God, living and worshiping God wherever he sends you (35:1).
   (Explain) God spoke to Jacob again, directing him to relocate to Bethel and to settle there. He 
also commanded Jacob to set-up an altar in Bethel, which was a visible reminder of worship 
and a visible testimony to the God Jacob worshiped.
   (Apply) Location matters to the Lord. We live for him wherever we are, but he has specific 
places he calls us to be. Jacob reminds us to go when and where the Lord sends us. Wherever 
we go, like Jacob, we must visibly live for the Lord, worshiping him and living a life identified by 
our relationship with him and our obedience to him.
   (Respond) Father, wherever you lead, I’ll go. May I always obey your call, going wherever you 
call me to go and always living in a way that reflects my worship of you. Use me, Lord, to bring 
others to know you.
1. Are you available to go whenever and wherever God sends you? Be open, and discuss your 

openness and availability to the Lord. Are there things holding you back from being 
completely willing to go? What are those things?

2. Are you living in a way that displays your relationship to God, allowing others to know that 
God is your Lord and the one you worship and obey? If so, how?

3. What is the purpose of living in a way that doesn’t hide your faith? Is this important or not? 
Use Scripture to direct and to support your discussion.
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Speak the truth of God, knowing some may even hate you because of God’s truth (37:8).
   (Explain) The Lord gave Joseph a dream that revealed the truth about the future of Joseph’s 
relationship to his brothers. Joseph’s brothers certainly understood what the dream meant, and 
although it was in fact truth, they hated the message of the dream and the messenger of the 
dream: Joseph.
   (Apply) As with Joseph, even today, God’s truth is often rejected even though it’s true! 
Moreover, as with Joseph, often the messenger of God’s truth is rejected and hated right along 
with God’s truth. But even rejection and hate don’t change the truth (Gn. 37:36)!
   (Respond) Lord, give us wisdom in speaking your truth. We ask you to give us courage when 
faced with rejection and hate. Help us always remember that regardless of the reaction to your 
Word, it is always, unchangingly true.
1. Some argue that it wasn’t wise for Joseph to share this information that God had revealed to 

him in a dream. What would you say about that opinion? How did sharing the dream play 
into accomplishing God’s purpose in Joseph’s life?

2. Have you ever been afraid to share God’s Word — his truth — because of the potential, 
negative reaction of others? Have you ever experienced hate from others as a result of 
sharing God’s Word? Share, and discuss.

3. Do you believe that God’s Word is true? Is there anything that can change his Word? How 
should this impact how we respond to God’s Word and what we do with God’s Word?

4. Is there someone you need to share God’s Word with this week? Pray for them and for 
yourselves, asking God for courage to share his truth, regardless of the response of others 
to his truth.

Stay faithful to God, trusting in his providential and sovereign presence with you (39:21).
   (Explain) Even in the midst of being falsely accused of a crime and thrown into prison, the 
Lord was with Joseph. In this circumstance, the Lord showed Joseph his unchanging, consistent 
love. The Lord even worked in the heart of the prison keeper to give him favor towards Joseph.
   (Apply) God’s presence doesn’t exempt us from difficulty nor does it abandon us in difficulty. In 
fact, God’s love towards his people is steadfast. He’s able to bring his love and comfort into our 
hearts, and he’s able to affect the hearts of others towards us for his purpose for us.
   (Respond) Lord, thank you for your presence with us. I’m so thankful for your steadfast love 
towards me, and I’m grateful for the way you work in hearts to lead us to your purpose in our 
lives.
1. What does the Lord’s presence with you mean? How does that change things in difficult 

circumstances? Why wouldn’t he exempt us from difficulty?
2. What is God’s steadfast love? Use your study bibles and other resources (https://

biblehub.com/text/genesis/39-21.htm) to do a word study on the underlying word in the Old 
Testament. What’s important about this characteristic of God’s love?

3. What did God do in the heart of the keeper of the prison? How is that possible? What does 
that mean in relationship to the power of God? Do you know someone who needs God’s 
work in their heart? Will you pray for them in a specific way this week?
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