
“Live by Faith”
Genesis 25-30

Live by faith, bringing your problems and your questions to the Lord in prayer (25:21-23).
   (Explain) When faced with problems that were completely outside of their ability to impact 
through their actions, Isaac and Rebekah demonstrated hearts of faith: They prayed. Isaac 
prayed for a child for Rebekah, and Rebekah prayed for understanding and encouragement in 
her difficult pregnancy. The Lord provided answers according to his will!
   (Apply) The prayers of Isaac and Rebekah remind us of the grace of God in granting us, 
through faith, a real relationship with him. God is personal. They could talk to him, and he heard! 
They could look to him and ask him for his help, and he responded! The prayers of Isaac and 
Rebekah remind us that God answers prayers according to his will.
   (Respond) Father, thank you for personal relationship that you grant us through faith by your 
grace to us in Jesus. Thank you for hearing and for answering our prayers. Help us to always 
look to you and pray!
1. Read Gn. 25:21-23. Discuss the problems that Isaac and Rebekah had. How were these 

things outside of their ability to impact through their actions? What action did they take? 
Why?

2. Do you have any problems that are outside of your ability to impact by your own actions? 
Have you brought these problems to the Lord to ask for his action and his answer? Take 
time to share and to pray in your small group.

3. It’s sometimes said that we would pray more if we truly believed that prayer mattered. How 
would you respond to that thought? How do these verses in Genesis respond to that 
thought? How would you share these verses with someone who is struggling with believing 
that prayer really matters?

Live by faith, praising God for his promised presence and his powerful Word (28:16).
   (Explain) After the Lord came to Jacob in a dream to affirm the covenant he had made with 
Abraham, Jacob woke up, realizing the significance of the moment and overwhelmed by the 
encounter with the Lord. He connected the place with the presence of the Lord. The place had 
looked ordinary to him, but through this encounter with God, it proved to be extraordinary.
   (Apply) The presence of God and receiving the revelation of God (the Word of God) is no 
ordinary thing. It is extraordinary! Today, we risk taking advantage of the great gift of God’s 
presence and his Word. By his grace, he has made his Word so available and so consistent that 
we can easily lose our awe and wonder. Knowing he is with us and knowing we have his Word 
brings significance to every moment and to every place!
   (Respond) O Lord, protect in our hearts the awe and wonder of your presence with us and 
your Word spoken to us!
1. Jacob went to sleep thinking there was nothing special about where he was; however, he 

woke up realizing that the very presence of the Lord was there! What connections to life 
today do you see in this experience in Jacob’s life?
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2. What does Scripture tell us about the presence of the Lord in our lives as God’s people 
under the New covenant? Explore your Bible and find verses/passages that answer this 
question.

3. Have you experienced the awe and wonder of the presence of God in your life recently? 
Why, or why not? Share testimonies with one another.

4. Have you experienced the awe and wonder of God speaking to you through his Word? Why, 
or why not? Share testimonies with one another.

5. How can we protect the awe and wonder of God’s presence and his word in our hearts?

Live by faith, knowing that God sees, hears, and is at work to accomplish his purpose 
even in the most broken of situations (29:31; 30:22).
   (Explain) From the deceptive father-in-law to the jealous sisters, there’s much that is broken 
by sin in Jacob’s home. However, in the midst of this broken situation, God is still at work. He’s 
the God who continues to see his people, intervening in their lives to accomplishm his purpose, 
as he did in the life of Leah. He’s the God who continues to hear, remembering his plans for his 
people, as he did in the life of Rachel.
   (Apply) While knowing that God sees, hears, and is at work even in broken situations is never 
a justification for sin, it is comfort in the reality of a world that’s full of brokenness because of sin. 
Living by faith demands that we trust that God sees, hears, and is at work even when things are 
broken. Even when the sin of others brings hurt and pain into our lives, living by faith means 
looking to God, trusting that he sees. It means going to God in prayer, trusting that he hears, 
and it means looking for God, trusting that he is at work.
   (Response) Father, we often find ourselves in broken situations, impacted by our sin and the 
sin of others. Help us not to settle there. Give us strength to know that you see, hear, and are at 
work!
1. Look through Gn. 29-30:24. How do you see sin affecting relationships in this story? How do 

you see brokenness in this family? Do we still experience similar things in life and in our 
families today? How, and why?

2. Look through Gn. 29-30:24. How do you see God still at work even in the midst of this 
broken situation? Find each reference to his faithfulness in seeing, hearing, and working. Do 
you have a testimony of God’s faithfulness in the midst of brokenness in your life? Share.

3. Do you know someone who is living in brokenness because of sin? Pray for them in your 
small group right now. How can you share this story with them this week to point them to 
look to God? Make a plan, and commit to share your faith this week to encourage someone 
else to live by faith.
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