
Growing Kindness
Selected Verses

Main Point: By the Spirit, the kindness of the Lord can grow in your life.

Kindness is an essential attribute of God (Exodus 34:6; Numbers 14:18; Psalm 86:15, 103:8;
Joel 2:13; Nehemiah 9:17; Titus 3:4).

Exodus 34:6 provides the foundation for an important statement about the nature of
God, which is repeated numerous times throughout the Old Testament and is also reinforced in
vivid ways in the New Testament. One of the key attributes of God is his kindness. In the Old
Testament, the word that is often translated as kindness -- as well lovingkindness, steadfast
love, and faithful love -- is an incredibly important word. This Old Testament word points to the
deep, faithful love of God for his people and to the reality that his love leads him to act in
compassion and kindness towards his people. God’s kindness is an attribute in which God’s
people trusted and found strength and hope. God’s kindness is an attribute in which God’s
people called on the Lord to faithfully display in his work for his people and his response to his
people. God’s kindness is an attribute that’s often seen displayed in the lives of his people as
they faithfully lived to imitate and to live for the Lord. God is the source of kindness, and God
himself is the definition of kindness.

1. Consider the words other than “kindness” that are often used in translations to capture
God’s kindness: Steadfast love, lovingkindness, and faithful love. How do these words
help us understand God’s kindness?

2. An attribute is an essential characteristic or substance that’s inside of something or
someone. Based on the verses above, why would we call kindness an attribute of God?

3. How has God shown you kindness most recently in your life? Share testimonies.
4. When was the last time you told someone about the kindness of God? Who can you

talk to this week about God’s kindness or steadfast love?

God’s kindness is revealed in the sacrifice of Jesus for our sin (Ephesians 2:7; Titus 3:4).
- The kindness of God leads sinners to repentance and faith (Romans 2:4).

In the New Testament, God’s kindness is finally and ultimately revealed in God’s
gracious purpose of redemption through the sacrificial gift of his Son Jesus Christ. The
indescribable kindness of God was revealed in his willingness to send Jesus to earth to die on
the cross for our sins! This sacrifice was unbelievable! The one who knew no sin became sin
for us so that guilty sinners like you and me might become the righteousness of God through
him (2 Cor. 5:21)! What a display of kindness or steadfast love! God’s faithful love for his people
led him to make the ultimate sacrifice for his people so that he could righteously free them from
the sentence of death for their sin! Additionally, it’s the very kindness of God that patiently
endures sinners, pursuing us in his grace and love to convict us of sin and to lead us in faith to
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the gracious gift of forgiveness and life through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Praise be to
God for his unsearchable kindness to us!

1. How could the cross -- and instrument and act of death -- ultimately and powerfully
reveal God’s kindness?

2. What makes God’s kindness in the cross so powerful is how much we don’t deserve
the kindness he’s shown us in Christ! Do you believe this? If so, what does this tell us
about the importance of telling others about sin and judgment before we can tell them
about God’s kindness in the gospel?

3. How did God show you kindness in leading you to repentance and faith in Jesus? Share
your salvation testimony, and if you’ve never done that before, start today! Just answer
these questions in a simple and truthful way:

a. How did God convict you of sin and judgment?
b. How did he lead you to the truth of the gospel?
c. When did you repent and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ?
d. How has God changed your life since then?

Believers who have received God’s kindness are expected to share God’s kindness (2
Corinthians 6:6; Galatians 5:22; Ephesians 4:32; Colossians 3:12).

In 2 Corinthians 6, Paul lays out the manner of his ministry for the sake of the work of
the gospel, which includes displaying the kindness of God! This fruit of the Spirit -- God’s
kindness that we receive in Christ and that dwells in us through Christ -- is something that can
be produced in the life of a believer, and it’s something that’s important for the gospel witness
of the believer. Within the context of relationships in the church, kindness is something that
we’re commanded to show to one another. Just as God has shown us his kindness, we must
share that kindness with each other. Kindness is expected and is essential in relationships
between brothers and sisters in Christ who have received the kindness of God through Christ.
In fact, we are commanded as Christians to put kindness on like clothing. The kindness of God
should be something that’s seen in our lives and that covers our lives. We know someone is a
hunter and has been or is going hunting when we see them dressed from head to toe in
camouflage. In the same way, kindness should cover a believer’s life so that others
immediately see the kindness of God when they see the believer. Putting on kindness is a
decision. It’s a daily routine, like getting dressed, and it’s possible because of the Spirit who is
in us through the kindness of God to us in Christ Jesus our Lord!

1. How does the gift of the Spirit connect God’s kindness with our lives in Christ?
2. From the past weeks of studying how to grow the fruit of the Spirit in our lives, what are

some keys to growing God’s kindness in your life?
3. Today, what is one concrete way that you can show God’s kindness to someone? There

must be someone you know who needs to encounter the kindness of God through your
witness and your words. Who is that? Pray for them, and discuss how you will share
God’s kindness with them this week.
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