
I Can See!
John 9:1-41 (1-7; 35-38)

Main Point: Jesus is the all-powerful Creator, who has the power to create eyes to see both
physically and spiritually.

God can use even suffering for his glory in the world (1-3).
- All suffering is the result of sin in the world (Genesis 3:14-19).
- Sometimes suffering is the result of specific sin (1 Corinthians 11:27-30).
- Not all suffering is the result of specific sin (John 9:3).

Coming out of the amazing declaration that Jesus was God (John 8:58), Jesus
encountered a man who was blind from birth. This man’s eyes had never seen the light of day
and the beauty of God’s creation. He had never perceived through sight the wonders of
creation, displaying the clear evidence of the glory and power of the eternal God. He had
always been blind. The disciples of Jesus asked a question that was based on the common
understanding that all suffering was the result or consequence of sin. In a general sense, this is
certainly true. All suffering exists because of the fall. Sin has impacted life and creation in a way
that brought suffering into life and creation (Genesis 3:14-19). Additionally, there is truth that
there are times when suffering is the direct result of specific sin, such as when Paul told the
church in Corinth that many of them were sick and some of their members had died because
they were taking the Lord’s Supper in a sinful way (1 Corinthians 11:27-30). However, what
Jesus declared was incredible for their ears to hear. Jesus said that not all suffering is the result
of specific sin. The man wasn’t blind from birth because of his sin or his parents’ sin; rather, the
man’s blindness was for the purpose of displaying God’s glory through his life. Jesus reminds
us in this truth that God can use even suffering for his glory in the world!

1. It’s important to understand what the Bible teaches about the connection between
suffering (sickness, pain, hardship, death, etc.) and sin.

a. How does Genesis 3 remind us that all suffering is the result of sin in the world?
What are some other passages that reinforce this truth?

b. How does 1 Corinthians 11 remind us that some suffering is the result of specific
sin? What are some other passages that reinforce this truth?

c. How does John 9 remind us that not all suffering is the result of specific sin?
What are some other passages that reinforce this truth?

2. Have you ever seen God use suffering in someone’s life (maybe your life) for his glory?
When, and how?

3. Are there any passages in Scripture that connect suffering to the life of a believer in a
way that ultimately brings God glory? Find, and share.
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Jesus is the light of the world who can make the blind see (4-7).
- Jesus reminds us that he is the Creator who can make eyes that see (6-7).

Jesus went on to tell his disciples that now was the time to do God’s work, and there
was coming a time when that work couldn’t be done. Jesus was pointing to his death on the
cross and to the short time that he would be taken away from his disciples. He reminded them
that while he was in the world, he was the light of the world. Then Jesus did something that
was unusual, he used his own spit to turn some dirt into mud, and then he placed the mud on
the eyes of the blind man. Jesus then sent the man to wash in the pool of Siloam, which means
“sent.” With a thought or a word, Jesus could have healed the blind man. Why did he use the
mud? We don’t know for sure, but coming right after the declaration that Jesus is the great “I
AM,” my mind is drawn to Genesis 2:5-7, to the account of the creation of man. In these
verses, we’re told that it hadn’t rained, but instead, there was a mist that was watering all of the
ground. Then we’re told that God took some of the dust of the ground that was covered in this
mist, and that with this mud he formed man. In this miracle, Jesus gives a glimpse into the
reality that he is the Creator. As God formed man from the dust of the earth combined with
moisture, so Jesus used mud to create eyes that could see for the man who had never seen.
Jesus is the light of the world, and he has the power to give physical eyes that can see the light
of life. He has the power to restore what is broken and affected by sin in this fallen world.

1. Read Genesis 2:5-7, and discuss how the miracle of Jesus in John 9 reflects this
beautifully powerful picture of the Creator’s power to create.

2. If Jesus is God (I AM), how does this miracle of healing reveal that truth? Considering
your answer, how was God glorified through the healing of this man’s blindness?

Jesus can lead the blind to see that he is the Lord who is worthy of worship (35-38).
The miracle was not only that Jesus can create physical eyes that see but also that

Jesus can create spiritual eyes to see! With all of the religious leaders rejecting Jesus and the
man whose sight was restored, Jesus sought out the man and found him. He asked him if he
believed in the Son of Man, which was the title that was connected to the Messiah as
prophesied through the prophet Daniel. The man asked him who the Son of Man was so that
he could believe, and Jesus declared that he himself was the Son of Man. The healed man
responded in a beautiful way that showed that his spiritual eyes saw the reality of the identity of
the person that he saw with his physical eyes. He responded by calling Jesus “Lord” and by
confessing his faith that Jesus was the Messiah. He worshiped Jesus! What a powerful picture
of the gift of faith and the response in faith. Jesus enabled the man to see. Jesus pursued the
man, and Jesus called the man to believe. All the man did was see with his new eyes –
physically and spiritually – and believed and worshiped the Lord Jesus Christ!

1. It’s amazing that even with this unheard of miracle (giving sight to a man who was blind
from birth!), the Jewish leaders still rejected Jesus. They had eyes to see, yet they
refused to admit what they saw. They refused to believe. They also ended up rejecting
the man who had been healed by Jesus! What does this tell us about the world’s
rejection of Jesus? How does rejection of Jesus in the world affect the way the world
still views and treats the followers of Jesus?

2. Jesus pursued the man, and then he confronted the man with the question of his faith.
How did Jesus pursue you? How did he confront you with the question of your faith?

3. The man was willing to believe if he could only understand. Jesus gave him spiritual
eyes to understand, and he believed. In fact, his belief led to worship! Is your belief still
leading you to worship? Are you still being led by your faith in the Lord to worship the
Lord Jesus Christ? Take time to look to him now, and worship!
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