
No, Yes, Yes!
John 8:48-59

Main Point: Jesus is the Son of God, who is the eternal God of creation.

Jesus is the Son of God: Those who keep his word have eternal life (48-51).
The Jews were furious with Jesus. Their question, which was a blasphemous

accusation, was unbelievable. Their question presented the charge that Jesus was a Samaritan
(not a Jew) and that Jesus was demon possessed! The obvious answer was “no!” Jesus didn’t
even bother to answer the accusation about being a Samaritan, instead, he focused on the
reality of his identity as the Son of God. He told them that he didn’t have a demon; instead,
everything that he said and did was to honor his Father. In fact, it was God the Father who was
seeking to glorify his Son. It wasn’t Jesus who was seeking his own glory. Then Jesus offered
another invitation to the Jews, and the invitation came with the promise of eternal life. He told
them that if anyone keeps (pays attention to and observes) his word, then they will never see
death. The person who believes, pays attention to, and follows the word of Christ will have
eternal life. This isn’t a works-based salvation that Jesus is describing; rather, the Lord is
describing a life of true faith in him, which is a life that listens to and observes his word. Today,
the words of Jesus call us to live out our faith in Jesus by keeping his word and resting in his
promise of eternal life.

1. Define blasphemy. What is it, and how were the words of the Jews blasphemous? What
are some things that people say today that are blasphemous? How would you respond
with the truth about Jesus?

2. What does it mean to keep the word of Jesus? Use blueletterbible.org to look up the
Greek word for “keep” in the English Standard Version (ESV). Discuss what keeping
God’s Word looks like in your lives as believers. Are there any areas that the Lord is
really working on and growing you in “keeping” in your life in Christ? Share.

3. Good Bible interpretation means that we must interpret every verse within the context of
all of Scripture, so considering what Scripture teaches about the gift of salvation, does
Jesus mean that keeping his word earns eternal life? What are some other verses that
clearly connect eternal life to God’s grace through the gift of faith?

Jesus is the Son of God: Those who look to him in faith have eternal life (52-56).
The Jews couldn’t hear the truth of Jesus. They responded with even more animosity,

saying that they now knew that Jesus had a demon. Abraham had died, so what in the world
was he saying? Did Jesus think he was greater than Abraham and the prophets? The answer to
that question was “yes!” So who exactly did Jesus think he was? Jesus told them that the God
that they claimed to know was his Father, and that it was God himself who sought to glorify his
Son. Jesus wasn’t the one seeking glory for himself, and while they claimed to know God, they
didn’t. If they did, they would have known Jesus, who perfectly kept the word of the Father.
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Jesus went on to say that when Abraham was on earth, he looked in anticipation and joy to the
coming of Jesus as the Christ. Then Jesus stated that Abraham actually saw the arrival of the
Son of God and was glad. The Jews said Abraham died, but Jesus now said that Abraham was
alive! Abraham looked to Christ – the Son of God – in faith, and he had eternal life. Today, the
words of Jesus call us to look to Jesus in faith, trusting in the affirmed gift of eternal life.

1. The Jews doubled down on their rejection of Jesus. How should this inform us and
encourage us to not get discouraged when we face rejection as we share Jesus with
others? How does Jesus’ approach remind us to keep sharing the truth about Jesus
along with the always present invitation to believe in Jesus?

2. How did Jesus affirm the reality of eternal life with the example of Abraham? How did
his words point both to the past faith of Abraham and to the present reality of
Abraham’s joy in the coming of Jesus? How does the example of Abraham give us
confidence today in the gift of eternal life?

3. Jesus connects knowing God to keeping his word. Why is keeping the Word of God an
essential characteristic of truly knowing God? What does this say about the importance
of your time in reading, studying, and applying God’s Word to your life?

Jesus is the Son of God: Believe that he is the eternal God of creation (57-59).
The Jews didn’t miss what Jesus meant. Their next question aimed at the issue of

Abraham seeing Jesus and rejoicing: “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen
Abraham?” The response of Jesus is one of the most powerful and direct statements on the
deity of Jesus. He told the Jews that before Abraham was even born, Jesus himself existed,
and he used the very language to identify himself that the Lord used when he identified himself
to Moses in the burning bush in Exodus 3. When Moses asked the Lord his name, the Lord
said “‘I AM WHO I AM.’ And he said, ‘Say this to the people of Israel: I AM has sent me to you’”
(Exodus 3:14). The response of Jesus was not misunderstood. The Jews, who had actually just
committed blasphemy by saying that Jesus was demon possessed, now picked up stones in
order to kill Jesus because they thought that he had committed blasphemy by calling himself
God! Jesus disappeared into the crowd and left the temple. What an amazing opportunity! Like
Moses with the burning bush, the Jews stood in the very presence of God that day, who
revealed himself with the very foundation of his covenant name. Like Moses, they could have
believed! Jesus gave them all the evidence they needed, but they didn’t. God’s very plan and
purpose was that most of them wouldn’t believe until they had nailed Jesus to the cross and
his very blood was shed for sin. Today, the words of Jesus call us to believe that Jesus is the
eternal God of creation, who was and is and is to come!

1. The words of Jesus aren’t elusive. The Jews understood what he said. They just didn’t
accept it. His claim in John 8:58 isn’t elusive. It’s clear what he’s saying, and what he’s
saying is powerful and exclusive. Jesus is saying that he is God. Do you understand this
truth? Do you accept it? How would you explain God to someone (The Triune God of
Scripture: One God existing eternally in the three persons of the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit)?

2. What does God’s expression of the foundation of his covenant name mean (I AM)?
Study Exodus 3:14 to answer this question, and then connect the meaning of God’s
name to Jesus.

3. Whether people accept him or not, Jesus was, is, and is to come! He is the eternal Son
of God and the Lord of all creation. How do you need to praise him and honor him in
keeping his word this coming week?
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