
The Paternity Test
John 8:39-47

Main Point: Children of God love, believe, and listen to Jesus.

Children of God love Jesus (42).
Jesus reminded the Jews that their relationship to God wasn’t about genealogy; rather,

their relationship to God was about faith. Being a child of Abraham was about having the faith
of Abraham that would lead to faithfulness to the Lord like Abraham. If they were Abraham’s
children – having faith in the Lord like Abraham – then they would be doing what Abraham did:
Hearing and trusting the word of God. In fact, being the children of Abraham wasn’t even the
right way to think about the issue. Jesus moved them to consider who Abraham’s true father
really was. Through faith, Abraham’s true father was God. If they were truly like Abraham, then
through their faith they would be children of God like Abraham. Jesus pointed to the first piece
of evidence that revealed that they weren’t like Abraham. They weren’t God’s children. He told
them that if they were God’s children, they would love him (Jesus). Why? Because Jesus was
sent by God to do the will of the Father, and a true faith and love for God would lead to a true
faith and love for the Son of God. Children of God love Jesus!

1. We use the word “love” in a lot of different ways. We’ll say “I love that song,” and we’ll
also say “I love my wife.” There’s a difference in what we mean by “love” based on the
way we use the word “love.” What did Jesus mean by “love” in this verse? Define it.

2. With the definition of love in mind, apply that to your lives. Love isn’t just an emotion,
but true love in a relationship is an action. What should it look like to love Jesus?

3. What are some practical ways that you can live out your love for Jesus this week? What
can that look like in your devotional time, in your small group, at work, at home, etc.?

Children of God believe Jesus (45-46).
In verse 44, Jesus said something that attacked the very heart of the issue in the hearts

of the Jews that day. After implying that they weren’t God’s children, he now directly stated
that they were the children of the devil. In fact, because they were children of the devil, their will
(intent, purpose, desire) was to do the will of their father, Satan. They listened to and believed
the devil, and everything that the devil said was a lie. This is why they didn’t believe Jesus. He
told them the truth, but the truth didn’t line up with the lies they believed. There was no sin that
they could convict him of committing, but they still rejected him and refused to believe him. If
they were children of God, they would believe the word of God, and they would accept the
truth of God. They would believe the words of Jesus. Children of God believe Jesus!

1. It’s common today to hear someone say that everyone is a “child of God.” Based on
God’s Word, is this true? Why, or why not? What’s the harm in this saying?

2. Jesus didn’t beat around the bush. He wanted people to know where they stood in the
most important relationship in their life. He wanted them to have the evidence to see
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whether they were a child of God or a child of the devil. How should the model of Jesus
in these verses impact the way we share the gospel?

3. Do you know someone whose mind is blinded by listening to and believing the lies of
the devil? Take time to pray for each person by name, asking that the Lord would open
their eyes and lead them to the truth in Jesus.

Children of God listen to Jesus (43, 47).
Finally, Jesus reinforced in two important ways the reality that children of God listen to

Jesus. In verse 43, Jesus stated that those who didn’t believe in him didn’t have the power or
the ability to hear him. In the language of the New Testament, the word for their “ability” or
“power” to hear is the word from which we get the English word “dynamite.” Jesus told them
that they didn’t have the power (dynamai) to hear his words, which was why they didn’t
understand what he was saying. In verse 47, Jesus gave the reason why they didn’t
understand and couldn’t hear his word: They were not “of God.” In other words, those who are
children of the devil can’t hear the Word of God. What does that mean? It means that they
won’t truly understand God’s Word because they believe the devil’s lies. While God’s Word is
essential to the work of God in salvation, the reality that Jesus pointed to is essential to the
work of identifying whether God is your Father or not. For those who are children of God,
hearing the Word of God is one of the key affirmations that you are a child of God. Children of
God listen to Jesus.

1. Read 1 Corinthians 1:18. What does this verse say? How does the truth in this verse
apply to what Jesus said in John 8?

2. On the one hand, the ability to hear and understand God’s Word requires God’s
gracious enabling of that ability, but on the other hand, God’s Word is the very thing
that God uses to save (Romans 1:16-17; Romans 10:14-17). What is God responsible
for, and what are we responsible to God for when it comes to the gospel?

3. Can you hear the words of God? This is a deeply important question to answer.
a. If so, you can’t do it by your own power. If you can hear the words of God then

praise God for his grace and depend on God for your growth in his Word.
b. If you can’t hear the words of God (his Word never has and still doesn’t make

any sense to you), then don’t reject the truth. Repent, and turn in faith to love,
believe, and listen to Jesus!
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