
What Are You Abiding In?
John 8:31-38

Main Point: Abide in the true words of Jesus, the Son of God who sets us free.

Abiding in the words of Jesus sets you free (31-32).
- True disciples stay true to the words of Jesus (31).
- The words of Jesus lead to certainty in the truth (32a).
- The words of Jesus lead to true freedom in life (32b).

Jesus turned his attention to the Jews who believed, and he set out some conditional
promises connected to their faith in him. The condition of the promises was whether or not they
would abide or continue in his word. If they continued to believe and to follow the words of
Jesus, then the promises applied to their lives. If they didn’t continue to believe and to follow
the words of Jesus, then the promises didn’t apply to their lives. What were the promises?
First, their continued faith and following of Jesus would be the evidence that they were truly
disciples of Jesus. Those who truly believed would continue to believe. Those who truly
believed would continue to follow. Second, those who continued or abided in the words of
Jesus would come to know the truth. This was a promise of a knowing that was certain and not
probable. In an intimate and absolute way, those who stay faithfully in the words of Jesus will
come to certainly and absolutely know the truth of God in Jesus Christ. Finally, that truth in
Jesus will bring freedom into the lives of the disciples of Jesus. What an amazing promise that
abiding in the words of Jesus sets you free!

1. Use the interlinear tool on blueletterbible.org to study the word “abide.” Discuss what
this word means and what Jesus meant when he said “abide in my word.”

2. Use the same tool to study the word “disciple.” Discuss what this word means. By the
definition of a disciple, does this define what your relationship to Jesus looks like? Why
are the words of Jesus important when it comes to being his disciple?

3. Jesus said that his word will lead you to “know” the truth. Have you experienced this in
your journey of following Jesus? Has God used his Word to answer your questions,
grow your faith, and lead you to certainty about the words of Jesus?

4. What is the freedom that Jesus promised? Have you experienced this freedom? Do you
know someone who needs this freedom? How can you share your testimony and these
verses with them this week?

Abiding in sin makes you a slave to sin (33-38).
- Only Jesus has the authority to set you free (35-36).
- The words of Jesus must abide in you (37).
- What you do reveals who your father is (38).

The conditional promise of Jesus caused the Jews to question the words of Jesus. The
question many of them were asking was “free from what?” While their statement ignored the
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historical slavery of the Jewish people and the contemporary reality of Roman rule over Israel,
they countered Jesus’ promises. What an incredible response given the fact that the
conditional Jesus gave was to “abide in my words.” Jesus responded with another incredible
statement that revealed the problem in their hearts: Those who practice sin are enslaved to sin!
In other words, the person who lives in persistent and consistent sin reveals the fact that they
are slaves to sin. Sin has control over them even though they think they have control over their
sin. As a slave, they are powerless to set themselves free; however, Jesus pointed to the fact
that the Son of God has that power to provide true freedom. In fact, “if the Son sets you free,
you will be free indeed,” Jesus said. Their problem was that they were trusting in the faith of
their forefather, Abraham, and Jesus made it clear that the faith of Abraham didn’t apply to their
lives. Just as faith abided in Abraham’s heart, so their individual faith was what mattered in
their relationship to God. Without the words of Jesus abiding in their lives, they were not
children of God who had been set free by the Son. Actually, if the words of Jesus didn’t abide
in their lives – evidenced by their lives abiding in the words of Jesus – then the reality was that
God wasn’t their father. Jesus would go on to say that their father was the devil (44).

1. Everyone who makes a practice of sin is a slave to sin. Before you were saved, do you
remember what it felt like to be enslaved to sin? Perhaps it was a specific temptation
and sin that you tried to overcome and defeat, but time and time again, it overcame and
defeated you. You were it’s slave. Sin was your master. Share.

2. Do you know someone who is enslaved to sin? What they do will reveal who their father
is (38). Like the Jews that day, they may not even recognize it! Pray for them right now,
and talk about how you could use these verses when the Lord gives you the
opportunity to share Christ with them.

3. If the words of Christ must abide in someone’s life, then the words of Christ must be
shared so that they can be heard and received. How can you share God’s Word
throughout your week? What are some practical ways to bring the words of Christ into
your daily conversations with others and to encourage others to get into the Word?
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