
The Light of the World
John 8:12-30

Main Point: Jesus is the Son of God, bringing forgiveness and life to all who believe in him.

Jesus is the light of the world, bringing true life to all who follow him (12-20).
- The testimony of Jesus is true (13-14).
- The judgments of Jesus are true (15-16).
- God the Father confirms the Son (17-20).

Jesus painted a beautiful picture with his words. Imagine a world that’s completely
dark. As you walk around, you are in constant danger of running into something, stumbling
over something, or falling into something. You’re never really sure of what you think you see or
even what’s around you. The picture is that of blindness, not being able to see the realities that
are right in front of you. In a spiritual sense, this is everyone’s existence in the world. Sin blinds
us to the truth. The world’s system and wisdom points us away from the reality of the Lord,
who brings true life and true value to life. Jesus said that he was the light of the world! For
those who follow him, Jesus brings light into their lives. Christ conquers the darkness of sin,
giving us eyes to see the reality of the world around us and the truth of life – now and eternal.
While the religious leaders questioned Jesus’ testimony, he affirmed that his testimony was
true. He wasn’t there to judge sin but to die for sin, but his judgments were also true. How?
Because Jesus was confirmed by God the Father. All they had to do was look to God’s Word.
The Law and the Prophets all pointed to Jesus. In every way needed, the Father confirmed the
Son, and if they had only known the Father, they would have known Jesus.

1. Think about your life before you were saved. How did you see things differently than
you now do as a believer? Share specifics.

2. Now apply what you just discussed to unbelievers who live around you every day. How
do you think they see things differently than you do?

3. If Jesus is the light of the world, how are you shining his light into the world? Go back to
question 2 and talk about a specific way that you can share Jesus with someone who’s
an unbeliever and is looking at things through the darkness of sin.

Jesus is the Savior of the world, bringing forgiveness to all who believe in him (21-26).
- Those who don’t believe in Jesus will die in their sin (21, 24).
- The words and judgments of the Son are the words and judgments of the Father (26).

Jesus repeated the fact that he was about to go away and that they would not be able
to go where he would be, but this time, he added a new and important fact: They would die in
their sins. The implications of these words were clear. Jesus told them that they would die
bearing the penalty and judgment for their sin. The Jews still didn’t understand what he was
saying, so Jesus emphasized the reality of the truth that he was communicating. He told them
that he was from above (heaven) and that he was not from this world. Then with clarity, he told
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them that they would die in their sin unless they believed that he was the Messiah whom God
the Father sent into the world. What Jesus said was clear, but all they could do was stubbornly
charge back with “Who are you?” Jesus only told them that he answered that question from
the beginning, and he reinforced that his words and judgments – many still come – were true
because he was speaking what the Father spoke.

1. What does it mean to die in your sin? What happens to someone who dies in their sin?
2. Jesus said that those who believe in him will not die in their sin! How is this possible?
3. Do you believe these truths about heaven and hell? Do you believe the words of Jesus

make it clear that believing and following him is the only way to forgiveness and life with
God, now and for eternity?

4. Think about the unbelievers you identified earlier, and answer these questions:
a. Is it important that you share this detail with them about the wages of their sin

and the eternal consequences for those who don’t believe? Why, or why not?
b. Is it important that you tell them about the gospel of Jesus? Why, or why not?

5. How should the truth of eternal judgment burden our hearts for the lost around the
world? “Out of sight, out of mind” is a familiar saying that has a lot of truth in it. How
can we make sure that we keep the lost around the world on our minds and in our
mission?

Hearing the word of Jesus grows the faith to believe (27-30).
The Jews still didn’t understand that Jesus was speaking about the Father. So Jesus

made sure they understood. He pointed to his crucifixion (when he would be lifted up), using
the term “the Son of man” so that they would know that he was talking about the Messiah. He
connected that to his identity – “then you will know that I am he” – and then he declared that
he only did what the Father had taught him and authorized him to do. Jesus was the Son of
God who was with the Father and doing what pleased the Father. As Jesus spoke of his
crucifixion and his identity as God’s Son, many believed when they heard his words! Through
hearing the word of Jesus, God gives the faith to believe.

1. Jesus only spoke and many people believed! What does this tell us about the power of
God’s Word? What does this tell us about the importance of sharing the gospel and
preaching and teaching all that Christ commanded (the entirety of God’s Word)?

2. Read Romans 10:17. How does Paul emphasize the reality of what we see happen in
the hearts of those who believed that day in Jerusalem?

3. Who can you invite to church this week so that they can hear the gospel proclaimed?
Who can you share the gospel with this week? “So faith comes from hearing, and
hearing through the word of Christ” (Rm. 10:17)!
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