
The Entrapment that Backfired
John 7:40-8:11

Main Point: Jesus is the sinless Son of God who has power to
forgive and to convict of sin.

When it comes to believing in Jesus, people often make
judgments about who Jesus is without really hearing or
learning about Jesus (7:40-53).

One thing was certain at the Feast of Booths that year in
Jerusalem, the question of “who Jesus was” was the talk of the
town. Everyone was talking about Jesus, and there were several
opinions or answers connected to the big question: Who is
Jesus? Some thought that he was at least the prophet that God
would send to prepare the way for the Messiah. Others were
certain that Jesus himself was the Messiah (or the Christ). Still
others were firm in their rejection of Jesus and were ready to
condemn any who believed in Jesus. With all the differing
opinions and emotions, the officers wouldn’t dare to try to arrest
Jesus. However, within all the groups, there were still questions
about Jesus. There was a lot that they didn’t know. They knew he
was from Nazareth of Galilee, but they didn’t know that he was
actually born in Bethlehem. They hadn’t bothered to ask those
questions and really seek out the answers. Nicodemus, who
eventually became a follower of Jesus, pointed out the real
problem with the judgments that were being made against Jesus:
The religious leaders who judged Jesus hadn’t taken the time to
hear and to learn about Jesus. How true is this still today! So
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many people rush to judgment about Jesus while never taking
the time to truly search out to hear and to learn about Jesus.

1. What’s your testimony of making judgments about the
identity of Jesus? For some, perhaps you never questioned
who Jesus was because you grew up in a Christian home.
For others, maybe you grew up that way and then began to
question his identity later in life. For still others, perhaps you
rejected Jesus early on but never really pursued the hard
answer and really hearing and learning about Jesus. Share
your testimonies.

2. Do you know someone who fits in the category of making
judgments about Jesus without searching to hear and to
learn about Jesus? Share with your group, and as each
person is shared, allow someone in the group to pray for
that individual. Pray that the Lord would stir their hearts to
truly search to hear and to learn about Jesus.

3. What role does God’s Word play in the search to hear and to
learn about Jesus? How would you help someone get into
God’s Word if they were looking for answers?

When it comes to trying to entrap God, get ready for your
plans to backfire (8:1-11).

- Jesus has the power to convict you of sin (8:7).
- Jesus has the power to forgive your sin (8:10-11).

They knew Nicodemus was right, so they made up their
minds to entrap Jesus. They needed some hard evidence to
convict him under Jewish law. The next day, when Jesus was at
the temple teaching, they brought an adulterer to him. She was
placed before him to ask his opinion of what they should do to
her since she was clearly guilty, having been caught in the act of
adultery. Christ didn’t respond immediately to their demands for
an answer, but he eventually stood and rather than responding to
her sin, he responded in a way that revealed the sin of the
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religious leaders. No doubt, they were convicted of their own sin
as they began to walk away quietly and in defeat. Their plans to
entrap Jesus backfired, entrapping themselves in their sinfulness
before God. The woman was the only one left standing before
Jesus, and rather than condemn her to death in her sin, Jesus
extended to her the grace of God in forgiveness. He told her that
he didn’t condemn her, and he commanded her to go and sin no
more, living a life that’s truly repented and turned to trust and to
obey the Lord. What a powerful picture of the power of Christ to
convict the self-righteous of sin and to extend forgiveness to the
caught sinner who can only ask for mercy that’s undeserved.
This story is a powerful reminder of the power of God to
overcome the entrapment of man. There’s no risk here for God!

1. Have you ever tried to entrap God? Had a question about
his character or promises, and went to his Word to try to
convict him? Why do people do this?

2. Have you ever gone to God’s Word to try to justify yourself
before God only to find yourself convicted before God?
When, and how?

3. Have you ever stood before the Lord completely guilty and
caught, knowing that you can’t do anything but take
whatever the Lord gives because of your sin? In that
moment, have you ever felt the freedom and forgiveness
that God gives through Christ, receiving the forgiveness that
you don’t deserve? Share, and praise the Lord!

4. How does Jesus’ final words to the woman remind us of
what repentance should look like in our lives? How do we
encourage one another each week in our obedience to the
Lord?
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