
Eyes to See Jesus
John 7:1-24

Main Point: Jesus is clearly revealed when hearts are truly surrendered to God’s Will.

Jesus is surrendered to the Father’s Will and not to the demands of the world (1-13).
- The world demands signs that prove (1-5).
- The world loves its own and hates the truth (6-10).
- The world fears the judgment of man (11-13).

It was time for the Feast of Booths, which was a Jewish celebration that came at the
end of harvest each year. It was a time to thank the Lord for his provision over the past year
and to also commemorate the Lord’s provision for his people during the Exodus as they
traveled from Egypt to the Promised Land. Of all the Jewish holidays, the Feast of Booths was
one of the most joyful and most heavily attended. Jesus’ brothers, who didn’t believe that he
was the Messiah, were going to the Feast. They probably knew that a large group of people
had just stopped following Jesus (John 6), and so their invitation and challenge probably came
with a bit of sarcasm. They told Jesus that if he really wanted disciples to believe in him, he
would put on a show at the Feast of Booths for all to see. The world demands signs that prove,
but the signs were never enough to stir true belief. Jesus told them that his time had not yet
come. He told them that the world hates him because he speaks the truth about the evil in the
world. In their unbelief, his brothers were still in the world, and the world is always doing its
own thing. Jesus was on the Father’s time schedule. He won’t go to the Feast on the demands
of the world; he’d only go when the Father said it was time to go. Like his brothers, there were
many at the Feast who were talking about Jesus, but they were doing it privately and not
publicly, because they were afraid of the judgment of man. They were afraid of the Jews.

1. Have you ever seen or heard unbelievers challenge and call on God to prove himself to
them on their time and in their way? How is this similar to what Jesus’ brothers were
demanding? What’s wrong with this?

2. If the world loves its own and hates Jesus, what should we expect to receive from the
world as we faithfully follow Jesus today? Have you ever experienced this? In what
ways? Share, and pray for each other.

3. Has fearing judgment from other people ever stopped you from talking about Jesus?
Has anyone overcome that fear to still share Jesus with others? Share your
experiences, and pray for victory over the fear of man in your hearts.

Jesus fulfills the Father’s Will in every way (14-24).
- Jesus teaches with God’s authority (14-17).
- Jesus seeks God’s glory alone (18).
- Jesus fulfills the heart of the law (19-24).

Sermon - September 4, 2022 1



When it was the Father’s time, Jesus went to the Feast. He didn’t go in a public way,
that would come later before he entered Jerusalem for the last time before his crucifixion;
rather, he went privately. Once in Jerusalem, though, Jesus began to teach. Like always, his
teaching was different. It wasn’t like the scribes and the Pharisees. Jesus taught with the
authority and truth of God, and everyone recognized this reality. He didn’t teach like those who
sought their own glory and taught by their own authority; instead, Jesus taught only for the
glory of God. All that he did was for God’s glory. Yet, the crowds slandered him by saying that
he had a demon because he rightfully knew the intent of the hearts who desired to kill him. In
the fulfillment of the law, Jesus pointed to their hypocrisy. They were lawbreakers, but he
wasn’t! They kept to the letter of the law – practicing circumcision even on the Sabbath – while
missing the very heart of the law of the Sabbath. Jesus called them to judge with a right
judgment. He wanted them to search out the very will of God in the law that was so clearly
fulfilled in the works of Jesus in the world.

1. If preaching or teaching God’s Word today is still supposed to be grounded in the
authority of God’s Word alone, what’s a key to knowing whether or not the truth of
God’s Word is being taught?

2. How does seeking God’s glory alone help to protect the truth of God’s Word that we
teach and preach?

3. Legalism had led the Jews to judge Jesus incorrectly, missing the very heart of God’s
Law that Jesus fulfilled right before their eyes. What is legalism? How do we still see
this heresy still raising its ugly head today?

Jesus is clearly revealed when hearts are truly surrendered to God’s Will (17).
At the heart of this passage is the statement that Jesus makes about how to know the

truth about what he says, which clearly reveals who he is. Jesus said, “if anyone’s will is to do
God’s Will, he will know whether the teaching is from God or whether I am speaking on my own
authority.” In other words, if someone’s heart is truly surrendered to God’s Will, then they will
clearly see the truth of what Jesus says, revealing the reality of who Jesus is. This is a call to
surrendered faith! Jesus is challenging those who are questioning to examine their hearts
before the Lord. Were their wills submitted to the Father’s Will? Is your will submitted to the
Father’s Will? The key to hearing the Word of God and seeing the Son of God is a heart that
has followed the example of Jesus, truly surrendering to God’s Will.

1. Jesus is the perfect example of a life surrendered to the Father’s Will. How do you see
his surrender to his Father’s Will in this passage?

2. In following Jesus, what does or could Christ’s example of a life surrendered to the
Father’s Will look like in your life?

3. Is your life surrendered to God’s Will? Go around the room, and take time to honestly
share with each other and to pray with each other about surrendering everything to the
Lord’s Will for your life.
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