
Walking on Water
John 6:16-21

Main Point: Jesus is God.

Jesus is greater than Moses (15-21).
- Walking on water is greater than walking on dry ground in a parted sea (19; Ex.

14:21-22).
When Jesus fed thousands of people with only five loaves of bread and two fish, the

people proclaimed that he was indeed the Prophet that the Lord had promised through Moses.
However, the fact was that Jesus was far greater than Moses, and he continued to disclose his
identity to his disciples in a powerful way that would remind them of Moses and reveal to them
that Jesus was far greater than Moses. In Israel’s history, the Lord parted the Red Sea so that
Moses and the Israelites could cross the sea in order to escape the pursuit of Pharaoh and his
army. The parting of the Red Sea was a miracle, and the miracle was the Lord’s! God parted
the Red Sea because Moses and the Israelites were still limited to walking on dry ground.
However, Jesus didn’t need the Lord to part the Sea of Galilee. Jesus himself walked on water,
and while walking on water was miraculous enough, Jesus walked on water for miles and
through strong wind and waves to get to his disciples. The miracle of walking on water was a
powerful moment of revelation, teaching the disciples of Jesus and reminding us today that
Jesus is greater than Moses.

1. After the feeding of the 5,000 and the proclamation of the people that Jesus was the
Prophet – not to mention that they wanted to make him king – what do you think the
disciples were thinking and feeling?

2. Jesus had avoided the people’s desire to make him king because he knew the will of his
Father. Jesus needed to transform the idea that he was just the next “Moses” for God’s
people. How does this miracle continue to emphasize that Jesus is greater than Moses?

Jesus has power over the material world (15-21).
- Jesus has power over the power of wind and water (19; Mk. 6:51).
- Jesus has power over the power of time and space (21).

In Job 9:8, Job’s reply pointed to the singular power of God over creation. In verse 8,
John stated that God was the maker of the heavens and the one who “trampled the waves of
the sea.” In Psalm 93:4, the psalmist made a similar declaration, exclaiming that God alone was
“mightier than the thunders of many waters, mightier than the waves of the sea.” In John’s
Gospel, Jesus was the one who trampled the waves of the sea and displayed his might over
the many waters and waves. In Mark’s Gospel, the account of Jesus walking on water also
includes the detail that the winds and the waves ceased when Jesus got into the boat with his
disciples. Jesus has power over the power of wind and water, and this is a power that only
belongs to the Lord. Added to the incredible miracle of walking on the water, there’s a final
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miracle recorded in John’s account of Jesus walking on water. John noted that as soon as
Jesus got into the boat, the boat with the disciples and Jesus immediately arrived at its
destination. There are no other details given about this aspect of the miracle, but the language
of the New Testament makes it clear that something supernatural happened: The constraints of
time and space were overcome. Jesus has power over time and space.

1. How does the miracle of walking on water and making the boat immediately arrive on
the shore emphasize that Jesus has the power of God? What does the evidence say
about who Jesus is? Do you believe this? Take time to allow people in the group to
practice sharing their faith and explaining the what and the why of their faith in Jesus.

2. In a practical way, how does the power of Jesus over creation bring you courage and
comfort in the world today and especially with the dangers and difficulties that we face
in the world while doing the work of Jesus still today?

Jesus is God (15-21).
- He fulfills what Scripture says that only God can do (19-21; Ps. 107:23-32).

Actually, there is a passage in Psalm 107 that brings to mind a situation very similar to
that of the disciples and Jesus on the stormy waters of the Sea of Galilee. In this passage,
merchants are on the waters, and the Lord stirs the waters into a raging sea. As they cry out to
the Lord, the Lord is the one who calms the wind and the waves and then brings them to the
shoreline to their “desired haven” (Ps. 107:23-32). This Psalm recounts the mighty works of
God, calling on God’s people – the redeemed of the Lord – to remember and to “give thanks to
the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever” (Ps. 107:1). As Jesus walked
on water, not only did he prove that he was greater than Moses – not just another prophet of
God – but also he proved that he was in fact the Creator God. He fulfilled the Scriptures in
doing the things that only God has the power to do, and there’s no other explanation in the
face of the growing evidence other than to confess and to believe that Jesus is God!

1. Do you know someone who needs to repent and to believe that Jesus is God? How can
you share this story with them this week to point to the reality of the identity of Jesus?

2. Take time in your group to talk about lost friends and family and then to pray that God
would work in their lives to convict them of sin and to convince them of Jesus.

3. Pray for one another for the courage and conviction to share this story of Jesus  this
coming week with someone who needs Jesus.
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