
Heavenly Bread and Fish
John 6:1-15

Main Point: Have faith in Jesus, who is greater than Moses and who has the power of God.

Jesus tests faith by teaching us to trust in him rather than in our circumstances (1-10).
Jesus made the statement in John 5 that the writings of Moses pointed to him.

Generally, all of the Law and the Prophets pointed to Jesus, and specifically, Moses
prophesied of Christ in Deuteronomy 18, when he said that the Lord would one day raise up
another prophet like Moses. So in John 6, we begin to see Jesus mirror the very work of
Moses. We should be reminded of Moses as Jesus went up on a mountain with his disciples
and the crowds of people followed him because of the signs that he did. This happened around
the time of the Passover as well, building another important, temporal connection with the
ministry of Moses. As Jesus saw the crowd that followed him, he tested his disciples. He knew
what he was going to do, so his question wasn’t to provide him with an answer. Rather, Jesus’
question was to test the faith of his disciples in order to grow their faith in who Jesus truly was.
Jesus asked the question of where they could buy bread to feed all of the people, and his
question forced a simple but profound choice of faith in the hearts and minds of his disciples.
The disciples immediately recognized that they didn’t have enough money to pay for food for
all of the people (probably 10,000 to 15,000 total). Andrew knew that a boy had five loaves of
bread and two fish, but what good was that for the number of people that Jesus wanted them
to feed? The choice in their hearts and minds was simple but profound: Do we trust in our
circumstances, or do we trust in Jesus?

1. Look for and discuss the similarities that you see in the ministry of Jesus and the
ministry of Moses at this point? Why does John’s Gospel draw this connection? Why is
it important for us to recognize even today?

2. What’s the difference between temptation and testing? Does the Lord tempt us? Does
the Lord test us? Find the answers to these questions in God’s Word, and discuss.

3. Giving a test implies that the test giver knows the answers to the test. Jesus tested his
disciples. Does the Lord still test us today in our learning process as his disciples? In
what ways has the Lord tested you?

Jesus grows faith by teaching us that he is Lord over our limitations (11-13).
The disciples trusted Jesus enough to obey him as he told them to have the people sit

down in preparation to eat. As the people sat down on the grass, Jesus took the five loaves
and the two fish, and he gave thanks for the food. As he began to break the bread and the fish
for his disciples to distribute, the five loaves and the two fish continued to supply food until all
the people had eaten their fill, and once they were full, the disciples picked up twelve baskets
of leftovers. Through Moses, the Lord provided his people with manna from heaven that was
just enough for what the twelve tribes of Israel needed to eat each day; however, through
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Jesus, the people were provided bread and fish that was in abundance, with twelve baskets full
of leftovers that were above and beyond what they needed and could eat that day! The power
of God was displayed through Jesus as he revealed that he was Lord over the limitations of
their physical circumstances here on earth. The provision of God was displayed through Jesus
as he revealed his power to provide what his people needed for life here on earth. The grace of
God was displayed through Jesus as he revealed his power to give exceedingly and
abundantly above what was needed.

1. When Jesus asked about purchasing food to feed the crowd, the disciples immediately
focused on the limitations of their circumstance: (1) They didn’t have enough money to
pay for all the food, and (2) they didn’t have enough food to feed all the people. When it
comes to the work of Christ today in the church, do we still focus on the limitations of
our circumstances? How? Why?

2. Jesus commanded them to do something where their obedience would lead to his
provision. He told them to have the people sit down and get ready to eat, while they
knew they didn’t have money or food to feed them. They obeyed, and Jesus provided.
The important thing is that they obeyed the clear command of Jesus. Is this still true
today? What’s the danger in thinking that the Lord will provide for what he has not
clearly commanded us to do through his Word?

Jesus protects faith by reminding us to not let man’s wishes derail God’s will (14-15).
When the people experienced the miracle of Jesus feeding them, they immediately

recognized that Jesus must be the prophet that Moses prophesied about! The miracle of Jesus
was similar but greater to the miracle of God’s provision for his people through the prophet
Moses. In fact, they were so convinced that Jesus was the long-awaited Messiah that they
wanted to take Jesus by force in order to make him their king! Jesus knew the intention of their
hearts, but he also knew the will of his Father. He knew the work that the Father had sent him
to do. Jesus knew that while he was the king of Kings, he was sent to the earth to become the
Lamb of God who would take away the sin of the world. Jesus knew that his purpose on earth
at that time was not to sit on a throne of wood but to hang on a cross of wood. His mission on
earth at that time was not to reign as a king in this world but to die as the atoning sacrifice for
sinners in this world. Jesus escaped by himself onto the mountain in order to protect and to
preserve his purpose for his people and the growing faith of his disciples. He escaped the
wishes of man in order to preserve the will of God.

1. Were the people right in recognizing that Jesus was the fulfillment of the prophecy and
promise through Moses? If they were right, what was wrong about their desire to make
him their king?

2. Jesus was tempted by Satan in a way that provided a short-cut to a throne on earth
(Mt. 4), and now he’s tempted by man to another short-cut to power and to prestige on
earth. How would this have been a real temptation? Are we tempted in similar ways?

3. Jesus resisted the temptation of the people by staying focused on God’s will. What
does his example teach us today? What’s critical to identifying and resisting
temptation?

4. What’s God’s will for your life? Make a list of some things that are clearly identified in
Scripture as God’s will for every believer and for his church. Spend time discussing and
then praying for these things in your lives.
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