
Like Father, Like Son
John 5:18-29

Main Point: Jesus is God’s Son, doing the Father’s work with the authority to give life and to
judge.

Jesus does the Father’s work (19-23).
- Jesus has the power to give life (21, 26).
- Jesus has the authority to judge (22, 27).
- Jesus has the right to be honored (23).

The Jewish leaders hated Jesus because he was breaking their rules for the Sabbath
and was claiming that God was his Father. Instead of backing down and avoiding the
confrontation, Jesus spoke directly and truthfully to the issue of his claim that he was God’s
Son. Three times in John 5:18-29, Jesus used the words “truly, truly.” He was drawing attention
to the truth that he was communicating something very important, and what he revealed was
profound. Jesus validated and reinforced the reality that he was the Son of God and that God
was his Father. In fact, he claimed to be doing the Father’s work that the Father showed and
gave him to do. He went on to argue that just as the Father had power to give life, so the Son
had power to give life. Additionally, Jesus said that as the Father had the authority to judge, so
the Son had the authority to judge. Finally, as the Father had the right to be honored, Jesus
said that the Son had the right to be honored. Moreover, if someone dishonored the Son, then
they also dishonored the Father. Jesus and the Father were united in purpose and power!
Rather than backing down, Jesus reinforced the truth of his identity that the Jewish leaders
denied.

1. In verse 18, what was the issue that made the Jewish leaders so mad? What was Jesus
claiming about his identity?

2. In verses 19-23, what does Jesus claim regarding his identity? Go through each verse,
and make a list of the things Jesus says about the Father and himself.

3. In verse 23, Jesus said that if someone refused to honor him then they would be
dishonoring God the Father. Do you believe this and the previous things that Jesus
said? How do we honor Jesus?

All who believe in Jesus have eternal life (24).
- They are no longer under God’s judgment (24).
- They have passed from death to life (24).

The key to passing from guilty to forgiveness is faith in Jesus, who was sent by the
Father. The key to passing from death to life is faith in Jesus, who was sent by the Father, and
the prerequisite to belief in Jesus is hearing the word of Jesus. Jesus said, “Whoever hears my
word and believes….” Literally, the language of the New Testament reads “he who hears my
word and believes.” The emphasis is on the fact that belief is individual, and only the one who
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hears and believes is saved. There’s also a prerequisite to belief, which is that belief only
comes after hearing the word of Jesus. To the one who hears and believes, Jesus promised the
gift of God’s forgiveness and life. He already claimed the authority to give these gifts. The
Father gave him the power to give life and the authority to judge, so now Jesus applied his
power and authority to the lives of the Jewish leaders and to you and me. Hearing the word of
Jesus and believing is the only way to pass from judgment and death into eternal life!

1. What is the word of Jesus? How is this related to his identity as the Son of God?
2. When did you hear the word of Jesus and believe? Share your testimonies of hearing

the word of Christ and believing that the Father sent his Son Jesus to bring eternal life.
3. What does it mean that those who believe have passed from God’s judgment? What

does it mean to pass from death to life? Is there someone who is under God’s judgment
– dead in their trespasses and sin – that you need to share this truth and your testimony
with this week? Pray for them, and discuss your plans to share with them later today or
this coming week.

Jesus will resurrect all either to eternal judgment or to eternal life (25-29).
Jesus turned his attention to the resurrection of the living and the dead. There will come

a time when all will hear the voice of Jesus – the Son of God – and will live. The dead will be
resurrected in their eternal bodies to stand before the judge. Jesus has the power to give life
and the authority to judge, and in the end, Jesus will judge every person who has ever lived on
the earth. In the resurrection, there will only be two options when someone stands before the
judge: These options are first, the resurrection of life for those who heard the word of Jesus
and believed, and second, the resurrection of judgment for all others. The resurrection is final.
The resurrection is eternal. The resurrection is the one thing that you need to make sure that
you understand and are prepared to face. Are you? Have you heard the word of Jesus? Do you
believe that the Father sent his Son? Jesus will resurrect all (including you and me) either to
eternal judgment or to eternal life. Are you ready for the resurrection?

1. Are you ready for the resurrection? When Christ comes again, there will be a final,
bodily resurrection of all those who have died. At the same time, all who are alive will be
changed in an instant into their eternal bodies. There will be final judgment that follows.
Are you ready for the resurrection?

2. For those who have heard the voice and word of Jesus and believed, there’s no fear in
the resurrection and judgment. There’s only joy and hope for the gift of eternal life. If
you are a believer, do you find comfort in this truth? Why?

3. For those who have not believed, there’s fear in the resurrection and judgment. There’s
only the dread and hopelessness of eternal judgment. If this is you, do you hear the
voice and the word of Jesus today? Will you believe? It’s the only way to be ready for
the resurrection.
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