
True Faith
John 4:45-54

Main Point: True faith is not based on signs and wonders, but rather is based firmly in
the person of Jesus Christ and His word.  True Faith grows and develops through our
relationship with him.

True faith is more than seeing and believing (45-48).
Jesus wants all his followers to have true faith and believe, but true faith is not

based merely on miracles and signs, and he will not commit himself to those who only
believe because of the miracles and wonders.  We see in John 2:23 this very truth that
Jesus did not commit himself to those who did not have true faith.  Now, many people
begin their relationship with God at this level, asking God to answer a prayer, heal
someone who is sick or to provide a felt need in their lives.  But the danger in a faith
that is built solely on the basis of signs and wonders is that it is not a true faith.  This
kind of faith does not honor God!  This kind of faith has God serving us instead of us
serving Him.  If we do not move past the signs and wonders, to the person those signs
and wonders glorify (Jesus Christ our Lord), then we do not have true faith; rather, we
have a false faith that believes we are in a position to bargain and dictate our terms to
God.  This falsehood has led to teachings such as the health and wealth gospel where
man gets to name and claim what they want and to have his best life now, which is
contrary to true faith that teaches that we are to become what Christ wants us to be
(more like Him).

1. If Jesus did not want us to focus solely on the signs and wonders, then why did
he perform them?  Did the number of miracles increase or decrease as his time
of earthly ministry drew to a close?

2. Review John 2:18-25.  The Jews, in verse 18, demanded a sign to demonstrate
his authority to do what he had done in the temple.  Are there areas in your life
where you require a sign for what the Lord wants to do in your life?  In verse 23,
many believed in his name when they saw the signs, but verse 24 tells us that
Jesus did not entrust himself to them.  What was lacking in their belief?

True faith is based on the person of Jesus Christ and his word (49-50).
In the face of man who is at his end, Jesus’ rebuke seems harsh in verse 48.

“Unless you see signs and wonders you will not believe.”  However,  it is important to
note that the greek plural form for “you” is used in this passage.  Jesus’ rebuke is not
directed at the man, but rather the crowd that has welcomed him to Galilee.  They have
welcomed him because they have seen all signs he had done in Jerusalem and were
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excited about what he could do for them.  It is their belief in the signs and wonders he
addresses with the rebuke.  The royal official who came seeking a miracle in that
moment is introduced to the God made flesh in whom he could truly place his trust.
He is not dissuaded by the rebuke, but is drawn deeper into what true faith is based,
the person of Jesus Christ.  He implores the Lord to come, and receives a word from
Jesus “Go, your son will live.” The man believes the word that Jesus spoke.  This is the
spark of true faith. Just as in Samaria, many more Samaritans believed because of
what Jesus said (John 4:41-42). “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the
word of Christ” (Romans 10:17).  True faith is not a blind leap; true faith is stepping out
on the dependable, proven, and always trustworthy promises of God.

1. When the royal official pleaded with Jesus, Christ spoke a promise to the man.
The official simply took Jesus at his word and believed what he said.  Are there
promises from the Word that you sometimes struggle with believing?  How can
you grow in your faith to believe these promises?

2. True faith is trusting that God will do what he says he will do.  What are some
promises in the word that you hold firmly to in life?

True faith grows and develops (51-54).
It is a beautiful thing that God does to not  just save us and then, leave us.  The

true faith given to us to bring us to justification is the same true faith that draws us to
sanctification.  Our faith grows and develops as we know him more and trust his word
more.  It is this process that brings us to the point where we begin to walk by faith and
not by sight (2 Corinthians 5:7). It is truly how we please God (Hebrews 11:6).  When
we are called to join God, there are two possible responses.  We can respond in fear,
not trusting in the person of Christ or his promises, or we can respond in faith.  When
we respond in faith, God proves himself o’er and o’re as the old hymn says.  It is in
these moments that we grow in our knowledge and understanding of who he is, and in
doing so, we are drawn deeper into true faith, knowing that he is unchanging.  The
more we respond in true faith, the more we know him.  The more we know him, the
more we trust him.  The more we trust him, the more we know him.  It is a beautiful
relationship.

1. As we grow in relationship with God, we know him more. Read the following
verses from John and see the titles of whom we are trusting: John 1:1, John
1:29&36, John 1:34, John 1:38, John 1:41, John 1:49, John 1:51, John 4:42

2. What is an example of a time you were called by God to join him and you
responded in fear?  What is an example of a time when you responded in true
faith?

3. What is the danger in responding in fear?  What is the blessing of responding in
faith?
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