
Jesus Messiah
John 4:16-30

Main Point: Jesus is revealed as the Messiah of the world.

Jesus is revealed as sin is revealed in one’s life (16-19).
The woman at the well asked Jesus for the living water that he offered (Jn. 4:15). She

was still somewhat joking with Jesus and probably didn’t understand the spiritual reality of
what he said about this living water, but regardless, she responded. She asked Jesus for the
living water! Jesus then began to shift the conversation to the personal. In fact, he got real
personal, real quick. By asking the woman to go and to get her husband, Jesus opened the
door to reveal the woman’s past and to convict the woman of her current sin. He revealed the
reality that he knew how many times she had been married, and he also knew that the man she
was living with now wasn’t her husband. Jesus knew the current sin in her life, and as he
revealed everything about her life – and as her heart no doubt was under conviction because of
her sin – the woman’s understanding of Jesus changed. As Jesus got personal, she got
serious. She knew that at the very least Jesus was a prophet of God who spoke the truth.
Nothing has changed, the Lord still reveals the identity of Jesus in the hearts of sinners as he
convicts them of sin.

1. How was the conviction of your sin a part of how God revealed the true identity of
Jesus to you? What does this say about the connection between repentance and faith?

2. Jesus laid out the truth about the woman’s sin. This was the turning point in her
understanding of who Jesus was. What does this say about the importance of dealing
with sin – identifying it and calling it out – as we share the gospel? Why are we so
resistant to doing this? Why is our culture so resistant to identifying and calling out sin?

3. Do you know someone who needs Jesus? Are they openly living in sin? How can you
approach them in love and truth using the example of Jesus and the Samaritan
woman?

Jesus is revealed as truth is revealed in one’s life (20-26).
Now that the woman was serious, her heart turned to ask Jesus a serious question. The

Samaritans and the Jews disagreed on the proper place to worship God, so she asked Jesus a
meaningful question about the proper worship of God. Jesus’ answer was profound. He told
her that the time was coming – and was then – when true worshipers would not worship on
that mountain in Samaria or on the mountain in Jerusalem; rather, true worshipers would
worship God in spirit and truth. Jesus brought something new! The Samaritans worshiped with
spirit, but their worship was devoid of truth. The Jews had the truth, but their worship had
become devoid of spirit. True worship required both spirit and truth, and it wasn’t dependent
on a location. God is spirit, and so true worship could occur anywhere in spirit and truth. The
words of Jesus were powerfully true, and from the response of the woman, it’s clear that her
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heart continued to grow in understanding the identity of Jesus. She moved from identifying
Jesus as a prophet to questioning whether he could be the Messiah. Jesus’ response was an
amazing and clear confession: He was the Messiah (or the Christ)! Today, the Lord still reveals
the identity of Jesus as his Word answers questions and leads hearts to the truth.

1. Do you remember when the Lord opened your mind to begin to understand his truth?
Do you remember how your heart burned within you as you heard God’s Word and
knew that it was true? Share testimonies, and hopefully, this is still true today!

2. As the Lord works in hearts, good questions need true answers. Jesus was God,
speaking the very words of God. His Word today is our truth. How does his answer
remind us of the importance of answering questions with God’s Word? How did the
Lord use his Word – his truth – to grow your faith in Jesus?

3. Think back to the person you identified in the previous question 3. How can you share
God’s Word – his truth – as you share the gospel with this person? Why is it important
to keep your conversation grounded in God’s Word? What will you do if you don’t know
how to find in God’s Word the answer to one or more of their questions?

Jesus is revealed as you share your testimony and invite others to meet Jesus (27-30).
As the disciples of Jesus returned to the well, they were shocked to see Jesus talking

with a Samaritan woman. His example was important, beginning to prepare them for their
mission in his work that would take some of them to the nations. At this point, however, the
conversation between Jesus and the woman was serious, and the Lord was obviously working
in the Samaritan woman’s heart. The disciples didn’t interrupt or say anything as they watched
and listened. The woman, full of excitement and growing faith, left Jesus at the well and didn’t
even bother to take her bucket with her. She had every intention of coming back to the well
soon, but she didn’t plan on coming back alone. She ran through her town, telling everyone
about Jesus, encouraging them to come and to see Jesus. She was convinced that Jesus was
likely the Messiah! He had told her all the things that she had done. She had felt the conviction
of sin, and she had experienced the wonderful joy of receiving the truth. She had met Jesus,
and she wanted others to meet him too! Her testimony that day led many to come out to meet
Jesus, and their time with Jesus – just like the Samaritan woman – led many in Samaria to
believe in Jesus (John 4:39)! Today, God still uses the testimony of those who have met Jesus
to lead others to come and to meet Jesus too.

1. Why do you think the woman left in such a rush to go tell others about Jesus? Have you
ever felt that way about the Lord and been that excited to tell others about him? Why,
and when?

2. This week, can you live like this Samaritan woman? Do you have a testimony about
Jesus in your life? Share it with others, and invite others to come and to meet Jesus!
One simple way to do this is to tell others about what the Lord is doing in your life right
now (like in this lesson today!), and invite them to come to church with you on Sunday.

3. Take time to let someone pray for the group, asking the Lord to make you bold and
excited witnesses for Jesus this week. Allow someone else to pray that the Lord will
prepare hearts and use your witness to draw others to Christ this week.
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