
Living Water
John 4:1-15

Main Point: Jesus is the water that satisfies your thirsty soul and that fills you with eternal life.

The mission of Jesus requires breaking barriers of prejudice to reach the world (1-9).
Apparent success in ministry and large crowds of followers didn’t blind Jesus to the will

of his Father and to the purpose of his mission. When a threat arose from the Pharisees, whose
attention and animosity was growing, Jesus moved on from Judea to Galilee. This trip required
either passing through Samaria or by-passing Samaria by crossing the Jordan River and going
up to Galilee on through Perea instead of Samaria. Jews would have avoided Samaria if at all
possible, and they would normally take the route on the other side of the Jordan to get to
Galilee. Scripture doesn’t tell us why Jesus went through Samaria, but it does tell us that Jesus
“had to pass through Samaria.” It was God’s will for Jesus to take this route. Jesus was
naturally tired and thirsty from traveling. He stopped at a well that had history connected to
God’s redemptive work for his people. Rather than ignore or avoid the Samaritan woman,
Jesus asked her for a drink. She was amazed by his willingness to talk to her. Jesus broke the
barriers of prejudice to bring the truth of God’s saving grace to the world.

1. Jesus left a very popular and exciting ministry in Judea. Lots of people were coming to
him and being baptized by his disciples, yet he was willing to leave that area to protect
the mission his Father had sent him to accomplish. Are you staying sensitive and
surrendered to God’s call in your life? Would you leave what seems to be a successful
and exciting ministry to go wherever the Lord sends you? Are you available for his call?

2. Shortly after Jesus talked to Nicodemas about the incredible truth that God loved not
only the Jews but also people from all nations (Jn. 3:16), Jesus had to go into Samaria.
What was the issue between the Samaritans and the Jews? What did the prejudice
between these two groups look like? Why do you think the Father sent Jesus there?

3. Do you have any prejudice in your heart towards a group of people like a particular race,
ethnic group, or nationality? Be honest before the Lord and before one another. John
3:16 reminds us that God loves the world (cosmos), which includes all of his creation
and people from every nation and ethnic group. Confess the sin of prejudice if needed,
and pray together for your hearts to love the world like God loves the world.

Jesus is the only source of living water (10-14).
- Jesus gives living water that satisfies your thirsty soul (14a).
- Jesus gives living water that fills you with eternal life (14b).

Jesus told the Samaritan woman that if she knew who he was and if she understood the
gift of God, she would be the one asking Jesus for water. He told her that if she asked for this
living water, he would give it to her. Jesus was saying that the water he had to offer was
something that was alive, vibrant, and breathing. It was living! The woman played along in a

Sermon - March 6, 2022 1



joking way. Jesus didn’t have a bucket to draw water, so how was he going to get this “living
water” that he talked about? Jesus told her that the living water he had didn’t come from a well
and wasn’t physical water. Water in this world only quenches thirst for a short time and is
needed continually for life. The water Jesus offered was a water that would become like a
spring of water, accomplishing two important things: (1) It would quench the thirst of one’s
soul, once and for all, and (2) it would fill one’s life with the very thing that’s needed for life
eternal. Jesus is the only source of living water!

1. How does Jesus affirm that he is the Christ in these verses? Why is this confession so
important and powerful in the context of Samaria?

2. What is the deepest thirst of every soul? Look back at John 3. What is the condition of
our lives and our relationship with God apart from being born again to true faith in
Jesus? What’s your testimony of Christ satisfying the thirst of your soul? How does this
happen on an ongoing basis in our lives?

3. The living water that Christ points to wells up to eternal life. Jesus is the one who
increasingly fills our lives and brings life everlasting. Use the blueletterbible.org website
to search cross-references for verses 13-14 in the ESV translation. How does the Old
Testament point to the living water, and how does Revelation reveal the living water of
eternal life that only comes from Jesus?

Ask Jesus for the living water you need (15).
The woman responded by asking Jesus to give her this water! She was still thinking in a

physical way. She was thinking that she won’t physically be thirsty again or have to come back
to the well to draw water again, but her heart was receptive to what Jesus was saying. She had
a growing desire to have what Jesus offered. He had told her that if she asked, he would give.
She responded by doing exactly what he gave her the opportunity to do. She asked Jesus for
the living water that she needed.

1. Share your testimonies about when you repented of your sins and believed in Jesus.
Like the Samaritan woman, how did Jesus come to you and confront you, offering you
the opportunity to respond to him? Encourage one another as you share testimonies,
and praise the Lord for coming to us – the nations – with his saving grace in Jesus!

2. If you are in Christ, how are you finding your satisfaction daily in Jesus? How do you
see the evidence of the spring of living water, filling your life with the eternal life you
have in Christ?

3. Do you need to ask Jesus for the living water that he alone offers? If so, share that with
your group. Allow someone to share the gospel of Christ’s death for our sin, his burial,
and his resurrection in victory over sin and death. If the Lord is calling, respond to him
today. Repent and believe in Jesus!
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