
Less is More
John 3:22-36

Main Point: A true witness minimizes self to make much of Jesus, the Son of God, who saves
those who believe in him.

Be a true witness for Jesus (22-30).
- Trust in the sovereignty of God (27).
- Believe in the Son of God (28-29).
- Find true joy in Jesus (29).
- Point others to Jesus (30).

The issue of confusion or concern over John’s baptism and Jewish purification
continued (22-25), but added to that discussion, John’s disciples were now a little jealous.
John the Baptist used to be the one to whom people came for baptism, but now the disciples
of Jesus are also baptizing. Moreover, almost all of the people were now going to Jesus rather
than to John the Baptist (26). Rather than concern or frustration, John was full of joy! John the
Baptist’s response reminds us of the qualities of a true witness for Jesus. John trusted fully in
the sovereignty of God, emphasizing the fact that “a person cannot receive even one thing
unless it is given him from heaven” (27)! John understood that his ministry, his purpose, his
faith, etc. all came from God, and he also understood that his ministry was to prepare the way
for Jesus (28). The Lord had given John the faith to see the reality that Jesus was the
bridegroom of the Lord’s bride: His people. In seeing the fulfillment of God’s promise to send
his Messiah, John’s joy was completed in Jesus (29); therefore, John knew that his ministry
was completed. He knew that it was time for the focus on his ministry to decrease and for the
focus on Jesus to increase (30). John the Baptist was a true witness for Jesus!

1. John’s disciples displayed a little bit of jealousy as they commented that all the people
were now going to Jesus and his disciples. Are we still prone to jealousy in the work of
God (between ministries in a church; between churches; etc.)? Why? Does John
provide an answer to this problem that’s applicable for us still today?

2. How does verse 27 describe the sovereignty of God in our lives and ministries? What
does “even one thing” mean? Apply that to your lives (spiritually, physically, materially,
etc.). How does this humble you and make you grateful to the Lord? How does this
remind us that grumbling and complaining is a sin?

3. What is biblical joy? Why is this connected to God’s will for our lives in Christ? Do you
have joy in Jesus? Does he complete your joy? Share, and pray.

4. John knew that his ministry was completed, preparing the way for Jesus. It was time for
him to decrease and for Christ to increase. Has the time of the focus (increase) on
Jesus Christ changed? What does this mean for our ministries today? What’s the
ultimate goal of gospel ministry? Who can you point to Jesus this week?
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Tell the truth about Jesus and the real consequences of not believing in him (31-36).
- Jesus has the power of God (31, 35).
- Jesus is the eternal Son of God (31, 35).
- Jesus speaks the words of God (32-34).
- Jesus generously and graciously gives the Spirit (34).
- God only saves those who believe in Jesus (36).

The passage shifts in these verses from the words of John the Baptist back to the
words of the Lord through the Apostle John, who was also a true witness for Jesus. John
provided commentary on the reality of the identity of Jesus that was revealed through the
Lord’s time with Nicodemus and through the testimony of John the Baptist. Jesus is the one
with the power of God. John emphasized this reality by repeating that Jesus “is above all” (31)
and then by stating that the Father “has given all things into his hand” (35). Jesus is also the
eternal Son of God. John pressed this point as he said that Jesus was the one who came from
above, descending from heaven to earth (31), and John stated that Jesus was the Son who
was loved by his Father (35). Additionally, Jesus is the one who speaks the very words of God,
revealing the realities of God and his kingdom based on his own eye-witness testimony (32-34).
Jesus is the one who gives the Spirit generously and graciously (34), and God is the one who
saves those who believe in Jesus (36)! For those who don’t believe, the wrath of God remains
on them (36). Their unbelief is the evidence of their rebellion against God. Their rejection of the
Son is the evidence of their rejection of the Father. God’s wrath against sin is only removed
through God’s gift of faith in Jesus, the Son of God (27, 36). The Apostle John was a true
witness for Jesus who saw with his own eyes the true witness of the Son of God: Jesus!

1. Walk through these verses. What stands out to you most about the revelation of the
identity of Jesus through the witness of the Apostle John? Why?

2. Jesus is Lord! This is the central confession of faith in the New Testament church. What
does that mean, and how is that truth pressed through these verses?

3. Jesus is the Savior. This is the truth that’s been repeatedly emphasized in the gospel of
John: Jesus saves us from our sin! What does this mean, and how is this truth
emphasized in these verses?

4. In verse 36, John said that God’s wrath remains on the person who doesn’t believe.
This is important. It means that God’s wrath against sin is already on a person’s life
before they hear and reject the gospel of Jesus Christ. It reinforces the truth that all
have sinned, and that sin brings the just judgment and wrath of God against every
sinner. How does this remind us of the urgency of sharing the gospel? When was the
last time you shared the gospel with someone? What does that say about your belief in
John’s witness about Christ? What does it say about your belief in eternal life either in
heaven or hell? What does it say about your love and concern for those around you?
Hard questions for us this week, but good questions to make us examine our faith and
our faithfulness to the work of our Lord who saved us by his grace to be his witnesses!
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