
God’s Love for the World
John 3:1-21 (focus on 16-21)

Main Point: To enter God’s kingdom, you must be born again (regenerated) by the Spirit.  In
love, God gave the life of his Son to give life to those who believe in him. Those who do not
believe in God’s Son; those who reject the light of His mercy, grace and forgiveness, are justly
condemned (. . . because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God (Jn. 3:18b)).

God’s sovereign grace gives life (vv.1-11).
We know from Jesus’ own words in Matthew 23 what he thought of the current day

Pharisees and Sadducees. Matthew records that Jesus pronounced 7 “woes” on the scribes
and Pharisees, and with each of these woes (denunciations), he described the scribes and
Pharisees as “hypocrites.” They were “blind guides” for the people of Israel. In fact, he calls
them “blind fools.” They were like “white washed tombs,” which outwardly appeared beautiful
but were full of dead people’s bones and all uncleanness. They appeared righteous to others,
but they were full of hypocrisy and lawlessness because they did not practice what they
preached. Instead, they placed heavy burdens on the people, which were unbiblical demands
that they themselves were not willing to move with their finger, and they did all their deeds to
be seen by others. This was an accurate description of Nicodemus. He was a very lost,
religious man, and he approached Jesus, blind and in darkness. Without divine intervention, he
could not understand his need for a spiritual birth. He needed to be born again.

God’s sovereign grace, because of his mercy, gives new life. He causes a person to be
spiritually born again, born from above. It is a unilateral work of God. In other words, being
born again is not an action where God is dependent on the work of man. Regeneration, the
new birth, is accomplished by the supernatural work of God where He secretly and sovereignly
imparts spiritual life to those who have been called. This truth isn’t something new in the heart
and mind of John. The Apostle John begins his Gospel in chapter 1 with this fundamental
thought: “He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did
receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were
born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God (Jn. 1:11-13; also
see Eph.2:8-10; Titus 3:5, 1 John 2:29).

The most learned rabbi, Nicodemus, had neither initiated nor participated in his physical
birth in any way; likewise, he would not be given a spiritual rebirth to enter the kingdom of God
because of his lineage as an Israelite nor because he had stronger inclination of ‘will’ that
makes the message of the cross easier for him to understand. Nicodemus needed spiritual life.
He was a condemned sinner, spiritually dead, and he would one day die physically too (see
Gen 2:16; Romans 6:23). So John continues with Jesus’ words: “And as Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him
may have eternal life (Jn. 1:14-15). The example Jesus used was from an Old Testament
illustration and it points to what it means to believe.
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1. Read Numbers 21:5-9. How did this occasion foreshadow the death, burial, and
resurrection of Jesus? What was the evidence that the people obeyed Moses?

God’s love is matchless (16).
- God gave his only Son to save those who believe in Jesus (16).

John 3:16 is perhaps one of the best known verses in the entire Bible, and it’s
well-known for good reason! In this verse, Jesus proclaims the profound truth of God’s
matchless love for his creation. The verse starts with the reason why Jesus was sent into the
world, which was because of God’s love for the world. In the language of the New Testament,
the word for world is the word that we get “cosmos” from in the English language. It’s used to
point to God’s work in creation (Acts 17:24), and it’s used often in connection to the reality of
God’s plan of redemption through Jesus that was in place before creation (Matt. 13:35; Matt.
25:34; John 17:24; Eph. 1:4; 1 Pet. 1:20; Rev. 13:8; Rev. 17:8; etc.). It’s also used to point to the
fallen nature of the world today because of sin (Matt. 18:7; John 1:10; John 7:7; John 15:18-19;
John 17:9, 14, & 25; 1 John 2:15; etc.). What God loves most in the cosmos are his people
created in his image, and in order to redeem his people and his creation from sin, he sent his
only Son to die for sin (Rom. 5:8). This matchless love of God is received by all who believe in
Jesus, and those who believe in Jesus are saved from eternal death and given eternal life.

1. Consider creation as intended in Genesis 1. Today, what are some ways that the world
is different from Genesis 1 because of sin?

2. Review Matt. 13:35; Matt. 25:34; John 17:24; Eph. 1:4; 1 Pet. 1:20; Rev. 13:8; and Rev.
17:8. How does it strengthen your faith and bring confidence into your hope to know
that God’s plan of redemption in Jesus was in place before the foundation of the world?

3. Review Matt. 18:7; John 1:10; John 7:7; John 15:18-19; John 17:9, 14, & 25; and 1
John 2:15. How does it deepen your worship to know that God so deeply loved the
world that so deeply rejected and hated him?

God’s forgiveness is gracious (17-18a).
- God frees those who believe in Jesus from the condemnation of sin (17-18a).

The matchless love of God in sending Jesus to die for sinners debunks any concept of
God as a vindictive, unjust, and unmerciful judge. God gave his only Son not to condemn the
world but to save the world! God didn’t need to condemn the world. We’ve already done that to
ourselves through our sin. What we need, however, is a way to escape the condemnation we’re
under because of our sin. God sent Jesus into the world so that the world would have a way to
forgiveness, and what’s so incredible is that God was willing to condemn his Son for our sin so
that he could justly forgive us of our sin. What an indescribable display of grace! As Paul
summarized in Romans 5:8, God’s love for us was displayed and proven in that while we were
sinners, Christ died for us! It’s not just that God sent his only Son, but God sent his only Son
for those who didn’t deserve the gift of Christ’s sacrifice for their sin. God sent his only Son to
those who deserved God’s judgment for sin.

1. What is grace? How did God’s gift of Jesus display his grace?
2. Why are we under God’s condemnation and in need of his forgiveness? What’s your

testimony of realizing this in your life? Who do you need to share your testimony with
this week?

3. What does it mean to “believe in him?” Use Scripture to define the kind of belief that
Jesus pointed to in these verses.
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God’s judgment is just (18b-21).
Nicodemus had been on the road of good works meant to convert himself. All his works

up to this point were only evidence of his condemnation. Like Nicodemus, people seal their
own condemnation (vs.18) because they reject the only One who can save them from their
spiritual darkness.

- Those who don’t believe in Jesus are already condemned (18b).
In fact, to make sure it’s absolutely clear, John records the same truth at the end of this

chapter, words spoken by John the Baptist where he says in John 3:36: “Whoever believes in
the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God
remains on him.” God’s wrath here is his righteous anger against sin. This is not metaphorical
language. It’s the holy disposition of God against sinful man. Man is already condemned!

- Despite God’s gift of Jesus, people hate the truth that exposes their sin (19-20).
- Despite man’s sinfulness, God still draws sinners to the light of Christ (21).

Notice that God didn’t have to send Jesus to condemn the world because the world
was already condemned. Unbelief already condemns the world (Romans 1), and that unbelief is
evident in the sinfulness and brokenness of life in the world. Amazingly, despite God’s gift of
Jesus, people continue to hate the truth about Jesus. Why? The reason why is simple: The light
of the Lord always exposes the darkness of sin in the human heart. People hate the truth about
Jesus because that truth necessarily exposes their sin. Amazingly, rather than facing the
uncomfortable light of the truth, people would rather stay in the dark, holding on to the
temporary comfort of their sin. However, despite man’s sinfulness, God still draws sinners to
the light of Christ. In verse 21, Jesus pointed to the work of God in drawing sinners to the light
(Jesus himself!). We know that this is God’s work because Jesus indicated that the works of
the one who comes to the light “have been carried out in God!” What a glorious reminder of
God’s matchless love and his gracious forgiveness in contrast to the just judgment for sin that
all the world deserves.

John never forgot the words that Jesus spoke in verses 19-20. In 1 John 1, John
communicated a similar truth: “This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to
you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with him
while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he
is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us
from all sin” (1 John 1:5-7).

1. What is condemnation connected to in the second part of verse 18? How is the
evidence of faith seen in one’s life?

2. Why do people love the darkness and hate the light? Do you know someone who loves
the darkness and hates the light? Pray for them right now.

3. Read John 6:37-44. What do these verses reveal about the reality about anyone who
“comes to the light” (Jn. 3:21)? For those in the darkness, pray that God would draw
them to Jesus.

4. Also, what does this tell you about people like Nicodemus who are seeking Jesus?
Look for them, and share the good news of the matchless love and gracious
forgiveness of God through Jesus Christ our Lord!
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