
No Hiding Your Heart
John 2:23-25

Main Point: Jesus is the Lord who knows what’s in the heart of every person.

True belief is more than only believing in what we see and just affirming the name of
Jesus (23).

While at the Passover, Jesus perhaps did other signs that weren’t recorded by John (Jn.
21:25), but regardless, there were many people who “believed in his name when they saw the
signs that he was doing.” This is good, right? The signs of Jesus were certainly a gift from the
Lord to reveal and to confirm the identity of Jesus. Jesus pointed to his signs as a validation of
his identity, calling on the religious leaders to believe in his signs even if they didn’t believe him
(Jn. 10:36-38), and when John the Baptist was seeking confirmation of the identity of Jesus,
Christ again pointed to the things that he did as confirmation of his identity (Matthew 11 and
Luke 7). However, we know that in this case, the belief that the people had in Jesus wasn’t an
acceptable belief. Certainly, some may have only thought that Jesus was a teacher or a
prophet. Others perhaps even thought that Jesus was the Messiah; although, their idea of the
Messiah – like the disciples – would have been that of an earthly King who would restore the
Kingdom of Israel. Their faith must have lacked something. Perhaps it was only a belief in the
name of Jesus (prophet or king) that was only based on the signs of Jesus (what they could
actually see). Perhaps it was an intellectual assent that was missing something important in
their hearts. Are these scenarios possible? Is there a belief that isn’t enough? Certainly there is
because Jesus didn’t entrust himself to them! In the letter that was written by James, who was
a half-brother of Jesus, the Lord reminds us that “even the demons believe and shudder”
(James 2:19). There’s something in the belief of the people that’s missing, and the Lord will
make it clear what that something was as we get into chapter 3 of the Gospel of John.

1. How were the signs of Jesus a blessing from God to his people? What did the signs
point to about the person of Jesus? How did they give direction to the work of Jesus?

2. Read Matthew 24:24 and 2 Thessalonians 2:9-10. From these verses – the warnings of
Jesus and the Apostle Paul – what are some dangers in belief that’s dependent on
signs? How are “signs” affirmed as being true and from God?

3. Why are signs alone an insufficient foundation for faith? What’s always needed if signs
are the constant proof that’s needed for faith to be affirmed?

Jesus doesn’t entrust himself to those whose trust in him is incomplete (24a).
In the language of the New Testament, there’s a play on words between verse 23 and

24. The same root word is used for the people’s “belief” in the name of Jesus in verse 23 as is
used for the fact that Jesus didn’t “entrust” himself to the people in verse 24. This word means
to believe, to trust, or to entrust oneself through belief or trust. These two verses could be
translated “. . . many [trusted] believed in his name when they saw the signs that he was doing.
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But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them . . . ” (Jn. 2:23-24a). They believed, but
Jesus didn’t believe them. He didn’t trust their belief. There was something about their belief in
him that was incomplete. The Lord is preparing us here for what’s coming next in John’s
Gospel, but at this point, we should be asking the question of “what’s lacking in their belief?”
We should be wondering “why didn’t Jesus entrust himself to them since they believed in the
signs that he was doing?” The Lord will answer these questions through the truth he gives us in
this Gospel, but for now, let’s be reminded that there can be a belief in Jesus that’s incomplete,
which should make us long to know what’s needed for the Lord to “entrust” himself to us!

1. What would have been the danger or threat to the mission of Jesus on the cross had he
entrusted himself to those whose belief was incomplete? How does John 6:14-15 and
other similar passages help us answer this question?

2. Isn’t it amazing that there is a two-way street of trust or belief? Entrusting themselves to
Jesus also required Jesus entrusting himself to them! Have you ever thought of your
relationship with the Lord in those terms? Have you ever considered that it’s not just
about a decision on your part but that it requires a decision on the Lord’s part?

Jesus knows your heart (24b-25).
Why didn’t Jesus trust the belief of those who believed in him because of his signs at

that first Passover at the beginning of his earthly ministry? The answer profoundly revealed the
identity of Jesus: “He knew all people” (Jn. 2:24b). And while we’ve seen God’s design and the
necessity of witnesses in his work of drawing people to Jesus, Christ didn’t need anyone to
bear witness about man. Jesus is the Creator God who knows the hearts of all people. He
knows what’s inside of every man and woman. He knows the reality of the belief that people
profess in his name. He knows that no-one can come to him unless the Father who sent him
draws them to Jesus (Jn. 6:44). He is the good Shepherd who knows his sheep (Jn. 10:25-30).
Jesus is the Lord who knows what’s in the heart of every person, and Jesus knows what’s
missing in belief, trust, or faith that’s incomplete. True belief isn’t just believing what you see.
True belief isn’t just intellectual agreement in the person of Jesus. True belief requires
something that’s needed and necessary in the heart of every person. Jesus knows if it’s there
or not. Jesus knows the heart of all people. He knows your heart!

1. Read Psalm 14:1-3; 53:1-3; Jeremiah 17:9; Romans 3:10-23; and Mark 10:18. What is
the one thing that Jesus knows is inside of every person? What’s true about the hearts
of all men and women?

2. If this is the case, what hope do men and women have of being saved? Read Matthew
19:16-26. How do the words of Jesus address this very question?

3. Jesus knows the hearts of all people. He knows your heart, yet God still saves sinners
like you and me. What does that tell you about the love and the grace of God? Do you
know someone who needs to hear about Jesus this week? He knows their hearts even
when you don’t know. He can do what’s impossible for man to do because he’s God!
Pray for them now, and then go and share!
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