
The Temple of the Lord
John 2:13-22

Main Point: Jesus is the Son of God who was God in the flesh on the earth.

Jesus, the Son of God, had authority to protect the purpose of his Father’s house (13-17).
- The courts of the temple were a place for worship and not for trade (16).

As the Passover approached, Jesus obediently went to Jerusalem to participate in the
celebration of Passover. This was a time of large crowds and visitors in the city of Jerusalem. If
they were able, Jews – as well as Gentiles who had converted to Judaism – would make the
journey to Jerusalem for the Passover, and as they arrived to worship, they needed to
exchange money and to purchase animals for their sacrifices and offerings to the Lord. This
was a normal part of the Passover, and in and of itself, the selling and buying of animals wasn’t
a problem. However, the problem was the location of the money-changers and of the sellers of
the animals for sacrifice. Instead of setting up their marketplace outside the temple courts, they
had set up inside the temple courts! Likely, they had filled up the outer court, which was the
court of the Gentiles, with their stables and tables. They took a space dedicated by God’s
design for worship, and they turned it into a stockyard and market, which was likely full of
people who were only interested in making money and not in the true worship of God. Jesus,
the Son of God, couldn’t stand silent in the face of this affront to the Father’s design for his
house. He took a whip to drive out the animals, and he commanded the sellers and
money-changers to leave the temple court. He revealed his identity as the Son of God as he
proclaimed that his Father’s house shouldn’t be made into a house of trade.

1. Search for an image of Herod’s Temple, and envision the Court of the Gentiles filled with
stables and tables where money was exchanged and animals were sold. Why would the
temple leaders allow this to happen? What would have been their motivation for
allowing a marketplace in the place of a courtyard of prayer for the nations? Can this
still be a temptation for God’s leaders today?

2. Today, it’s important not to confuse the temple with the church. The temple was a
location where God’s presence was to dwell in the innermost court. The church is not a
location; rather, it is the gathered people of God, in whom the Spirit of God dwells!
However, God’s desire for protecting worship hasn’t changed. In what ways can
worship in the church today be compromised by greed? How do we guard against this?

3. Jesus displayed a “zeal” for the purpose of his Father’s house: Worship. While he was
forceful, he wasn’t sinful. Whips were needed to move large animals, and a forceful
approach was necessary to move entrenched hearts. Are there times that we should
show righteous “zeal” over issues of compromise and sin in the church?

4. How can we protect worship when we gather as the church? How can you protect
worship by God’s design in your life?
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Jesus, God in the flesh, was the temple that would be destroyed and raised up (18-22).
- The resurrection of Jesus is the proof that his words are true (22).

The Jewish leaders who were there at the Temple that day approached Jesus as he drove out
the money-changers and those selling animals. They knew that they had not given Jesus the
authority to disperse the marketplace that had been set-up inside the temple, so they asked
Jesus for a sign in order to prove that he was a prophet of the Lord, operating on the authority
of the Lord. Jesus gave them a sign: “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up”
(Jn. 2:19). They didn’t understand. Since they were focused on the temple mount where they
stood, the leaders laughed off the comment of Jesus by pointing to the fact that it took
decades to build the temple. It would be impossible to raise the temple up in three days if it
was destroyed; however, Jesus wasn’t talking about the temple where they stood. Jesus, God
in the flesh, was the true temple. He was the dwelling place of God on earth. He pointed to his
purpose and his mission in his death for sin. They would in fact destroy the temple, which was
Jesus, and on the third day, Jesus would in fact be raised up. John pointed to the future reality
that the words of Jesus all made sense after the resurrection of Jesus. His death and
resurrection changed everything, confirming the reality of his identity as the Son of God who
was God in the flesh!

1. The words of Jesus were true, but from the earthly perspective of man, they were just
about impossible to understand in that moment on the temple mount. Why? What does
this remind us about God’s Word? What’s required to understand his Word? What’s
needed to see the truth of what his Word says?

2. The response of the Jewish leaders revealed their focus or viewpoint through the eyes
of human experience and wisdom. It seems logical on the surface to the human mind,
but it lacks faith. Can you remember a time before your salvation when God’s Word
didn’t make sense, or when the wisdom of the world seemed to make more sense?
What does this remind us about the hearts of those who don’t have faith? Pray for God
to give them faith to hear and to understand the words of Christ.

3. John pointed to the fact that the resurrection changed everything about their
understanding of the words of Jesus. Why? If you truly believe in the resurrection of
Jesus, how does that change everything about the words of Jesus? What does this say
about the importance of sharing the gospel, which is the message of the death, burial,
and resurrection of Jesus?

4. Who do you need to share the gospel with this week? Share first names, and commit to
pray for those individuals this coming week. Talk about how you can share this story
with them to reveal the identity of Jesus and the importance of the resurrection.
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