
A Witness for the Son of God
John 1:19-34

Main Point: A witness for Jesus tells others the truth about Jesus: Jesus is the Son of God,
who died to take away the sin of the world.

A true witness makes Jesus the focus of his/her testimony (19-28).
- Don’t focus on yourself, taking praise that only belongs to God (19-24).
- Do minimize yourself to maximize the focus on Jesus Christ (25-28).

John the Baptist was growing in popularity, and his ministry was attracting the attention
of the Pharisees in Jerusalem. They didn’t train John, and they didn’t authorize his ministry.
They wanted to know who he really was and by what authority he was preaching and baptizing,
so they sent a delegation to question him. Their assumptions were that he was either claiming
to be the Christ, or perhaps he was Elijah that had returned (a misunderstanding of Malachi
4:5-6) or the Prophet that Moses promised in Deuteronomy 18. If John had accepted one of
these titles, it would have drawn even more attention and interest – and perhaps praise and
admiration – towards John and his ministry. However, John didn’t flinch at the possible
temptation. Instead, he denied all of the above. John was the one who came in the spirit of
Elijah – as a spokesperson, anointed by God for the task (Lk. 1:17; Mk. 9:11-13; Mt. 11:14) –
and he was a prophet like none other (Lk. 7:26; Mt. 11:9), but all he wanted to be identified as
was the one God used to prepare the way for the Lord. John wanted to focus on the one
whose sandals he wasn’t worthy to untie. John wanted Jesus to be the focus of his testimony!

1. Why do you think John the Baptist denied the questions related to Elijah and the
Prophet? Even though they had a misunderstanding, John could have corrected their
understanding and pointed to God’s unique call and to his ministry. Why didn’t he?

2. What are some ways today that we may be tempted to accept the misdirected praise or
attention of people for simply doing God’s work? From the example of John the Baptist,
how can we protect against this in our witness for Jesus?

3. What are some practical ways that you can make sure you focus your testimony on
Jesus? In your group, practice sharing a few testimonies, and discuss ways to help
share your testimony so that you minimize yourself and maximize Jesus.

A true witness gives testimony to who Jesus is and what Jesus does (29-34).
- The authority of Jesus as Lord is critical in your testimony (23, 30).
- The death of Jesus for your sin is a non-negotiable in your testimony (29).
- The identity of Jesus as the Son of God is essential to your testimony (32-34).
- The sanctifying power of Jesus is foundational to your testimony (33).
- A personal confession of faith in Jesus is an absolute for your testimony (34).

The very next day, Jesus approached John, and the one who was sent by God to be a
witness to the light was faithful to his calling. John pointed to Jesus and declared that Jesus
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was “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” John’s testimony is incredibly
important and instructive. He pointed to the very purpose of Jesus’ ministry in his first coming,
which was to die as a substitutionary sacrifice for sin. Jesus was the Lamb of God, sent to be
sacrificed to atone for the sins of all who would believe. John went on to identify Jesus as the
Lord God! He had already said that his purpose was to prepare the way for the “the Lord,” and
then in verse 30 he acknowledged that Jesus – who was about 6 months younger than John –
came before John himself! Jesus was the Lord, who was the eternal God. John continued,
emphasizing the sanctifying work of Jesus that was exponentially greater than John’s work of
baptism, and in sharing his personal testimony of the revelation of Christ in his life, John
confessed that Jesus was “the Son of God!” Faithfully, John was a true witness, who focused
his testimony on who Jesus was and what Jesus came to do!

1. In verses 29-34, talk through what John reveals about Jesus through his testimony.
What does John’s short and simple testimony say about the identity of Jesus and the
work of Jesus?

2. Out of these realities about Jesus, which one stands out to you most, and why? Is it still
important to include each of these realities in your testimony as a witness of Jesus?
Why, or why not?

3. Do you have a personal confession of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ? Take time to break
into smaller groups and work on your testimonies. Pray for opportunities this week to
share your testimonies, and commit to be a faithful witness for Jesus!
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