
The Light of the World
John 1:1-18 - Part 2

Main Point: Jesus is the true light for all people.

God uses human witnesses to prepare the way for Jesus (6-8).
It’s hard to underestimate the importance of the ministry of John the Baptist. After 400

years of silence, where there was no prophet in Israel, the Lord finally fulfilled his promise in
Isaiah 40:3-5, sending a messenger to prepare the way for the Lord. John’s ministry was
simple. He was to be a witness to the coming Messiah, which he first did as he pointed to
Jesus and exclaimed “behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world” (Jn.
1:29)! John was the last prophet to Israel before the Son of God arrived. His ministry focused
on calling Israel to repentance, and those who responded were baptized in a baptism of
repentance, preparing their hearts for the coming King, who would call them to repent and
believe. The Apostle John wanted to make sure that his readers understood that John the
Baptist was not the light; rather, the light was Jesus the Messiah. He wanted to make sure that
his readers knew that as powerful and as memorable as John the Baptist was, his ministry was
only to prepare the way and to point people to Jesus Christ. Today, that’s still our role as
witnesses who testify about the Lord Jesus. God still uses human witnesses to testify about
Jesus, pointing others to repent and to believe in the King.

1. Read Isaiah 40:3-5. How does this passage correlate to John 1:6-8? What is the picture
that these verses describe about the work of John the Baptist? How does John’s
ministry fulfill Isaiah 40:3-5 and confirm that Jesus is the Messiah?

2. John the Baptist’s role as a “witness” is emphasized in these verses. This is a legal
term, indicating that John’s purpose was to provide testimony about Jesus. Read Acts
1:8. What does Jesus say about the purpose of his disciples? How does this apply to
those of us who are disciples of Jesus Christ today?

3. Consider where God has you in your family, school, or workplace. His purpose for
putting you there is to be a witness to provide testimony about Jesus. Are you testifying
about Jesus? How are you a witness for Christ? Share, and encourage one another in
the continuing work of being witnesses for Jesus Christ.

God’s family is open to people – from every nation – who believe in Jesus (9-13).
- Rejecting Jesus is the normal response in the sinful heart of man (9-11).
- Receiving Jesus by faith is the key to adoption into God’s family (12).
- New birth as God’s children is only possible by God’s power (13).

The true light, which is Jesus Christ, isn’t like the light of John the Baptist. Jesus isn’t a
light to the Jews alone. He’s not a light that’s bound by geography, language, or time. Jesus is
the light for everyone. He is the light of the world! He created the world, but the world did not
know him. He came to his own people, the Jews, but they did not receive him. However, there
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were some who did believe in him, and to all who did receive him by faith, Jesus gave them the
right to be called the children of God. This new birth or life in the family of God wasn’t
something that was accomplished through lineage, being born into the right family with the
right genealogy (“not of blood”). It was not something that was accomplished by human effort
and planning (“nor of the will of flesh”). It was not even something that was accomplished by
an individual’s will (“nor of the will of man”). This new birth or life in the family of God was
something that was only accomplished “by God” (Jn. 1:13). It’s a right that’s given by the Lord
and received by men and women who believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God. What a glorious
gift! What a wonderful announcement that the grace of God and the family of God is open to
people of every nation who believe in Jesus, the true light of the world!

1. Jesus is the only true light for anyone and everyone. Jesus is the Creator, but the
created world didn’t know him. Jesus is the King of Israel, but his chosen people didn’t
receive him. How do verses 7-11 remind us of human sinfulness and the deceitfulness
of sin in the human heart? Do you know someone who is blinded to the true light of
Christ? Pray for them right now in your group.

2. In the midst of such unbelief, it was incredible that there were any who knew and
received Jesus, but there were! Those who received Jesus were those who believed in
Jesus, and what they received was a gift from God: Adoption into his family! In
adoptions in this world, who does the adopting: The child or the parents? Who makes
the decision and accomplishes the legal paperwork to make the adoption official? So
why do you think the Lord uses adoption as a way to describe the gift of adoption as
his child through faith in Jesus?

3. What’s amazing, however, is that this heavenly adoption through Christ is actually a
new birth! Adoption into God’s family involves being born again, and God makes it clear
that this can only happen by his will and power. Read verse 13, and discuss how the
Lord emphasized that birth as a child of God only comes by power of God. Spend time
in prayer and worship, thanking the Lord for this gift in your life and asking the Lord to
use you to be a witness for Jesus to prepare the way for this gift in the lives of those
who need to be born again into the eternal family of God.
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