
The Word Became Flesh
John 1:1-18 - Part 1

Main Point: Jesus is God.

Jesus is the eternal Creator who is the giver of life and the source of truth (1-5).
The first chapter in the Gospel of John has a lot of truth packed into a few words. In

verse 1, the “Word” – or in the Greek λόγος (logos) – is used in a general sense to refer to
speech or even to thought. In John 1, however, the “Word” is used in a specific sense to apply
to the Son of God, Jesus Christ, in whom the words of God and the thoughts of God come to
life on this earth (Jn. 1:14). This truth about the identity of Jesus has broad and foundational
implications, which John pointed to in verses 2-5. In these verses, God revealed that the Word
– or Jesus – existed before creation because Jesus was God! As a result, John could say with
confidence that Jesus was the Creator, who spoke creation into existence. He could proclaim
that Jesus was the life, who was the source, the giver, and the sustainer of all life in creation.
Additionally, Jesus was the light, which is most likely a reference to truth, since the light
exposes the darkness and is not overcome or defeated by the darkness. Jesus is the eternal
Creator who is the giver of life and the source of truth. In short, Jesus is God! Through John,
God didn’t beat around the bush. Instead, he dove right into the most important and
fundamental truth in Scripture, which is the truth about the identity of Jesus Christ. Jesus is
God, who is the Son of God, our Creator, the giver of life, and the source of all truth.

1. How is “the Word” in John 1:1 different from the Scriptures, which is what we now call
the Old and the New Testaments or the Bible? Why does this distinction matter?

2. Read Genesis 1. How many times did God speak as he was creating the world? What
happened each time God spoke? What does this tell you about the power of God and
the authority of his word in creation?

3. Read John 1:1-5. How does this passage relate to Genesis 1? What does it tell you
about the person and work of Jesus in the account of creation in Genesis 1? What does
this mean about the identity of Jesus?

4. Does Jesus have power and authority in your life? Is his Word your source of truth and
your guide for direction in life? What does that look like in a practical way in your life
each and every day?

Jesus is the Son of God who came to earth to reveal God to the world (14-18).
John 1 not only opens with the incredible statement that Jesus – the Word – is God, but

it also continues to reinforce that foundational statement. “The Word became flesh” points to
the birth of Jesus Christ, when the eternal Son of God left heaven and came to earth to take on
flesh and become a man in order to carry out the Father’s rescue mission to save sinners. In
Christ and Christ alone, the glory of God is revealed to people on the earth. Jesus didn’t come
without witnesses or without preparation. God’s messenger of preparation was John the
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Baptist, who fulfilled Old Testament prophecies related to the coming messiah and who
prepared the hearts of many for Jesus. Through Jesus, people have received “grace upon
grace!” God’s grace came through Moses in the giving of the old covenant to Israel, and God’s
grace came through Jesus in the giving of the new covenant to the church. Both covenants
came not to those who deserved it or earned it, but the covenants came only by God’s grace.
And while no-one has ever seen the fullness of the presence of God, those who see Jesus
Christ, see God! The only begotten is God, and he is the one and the only one who reveals the
true God to the world. Literally, Jesus “has explained” God. The New Testament word for “has
explained” is the word from which we get the English word “exegesis,” which means to explain
or to interpret. Exegesis is normally used in connection with the interpretation of Scripture.
Jesus is the exegesis of the eternal Creator, who is the giver of life and the source of truth. He
is the exegesis of the one, true God of grace, who is the giver of grace through the old and the
new covenants. Jesus is God in the flesh, who dwelt among us. Jesus is the Son of God, who
came to earth to reveal God to the world!

1. Read verses 14-15. Jesus was validated by the witness of the apostles and by the
prophetic ministry of John the Baptist. These men experienced the glory of Christ, and
they could testify about who he was. What’s your testimony of experiencing the glory of
Jesus and the reality of who he is?

2. Read verses 16-17. John and other believers had received grace upon grace through
Christ. While the law was the grace of God given to Old Testament believers, the grace
and truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ is the grace of God given now! What’s your
testimony of receiving the grace and truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ?

3. Read verse 18. While some have seen glimpses of the glory of the Lord, no-one on
earth has ever seen the fullness of the Lord’s glory. However, Jesus is the one who
explains or reveals God most fully to the world! Christ, who is “the only God,” is the
clearest explanation and revelation of God to mankind. What does verse 18 reveal
about the identity of Christ? What does it say about the relationship of the Son to the
Father? So what’s essential to knowing God?

4. Identify one person you can share these truths about Jesus with in the coming week.
Discuss how you can communicate these realities about Jesus with the person you
identified. Pray for those individuals and for each other in your small group.
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