
“Jesus the True King”
John 18:28-38

Main Idea: Jesus is the true King who displayed his power in willingly sacrificing his life for sin.

Truths about Jesus the true King:
Jesus is the true King who wants you to accept his kingship in your life (33-34).
      While the Jews brought Jesus to Pilate, they failed to provide any adequate charge against 
Jesus. From the question of Pilate, it was clear that the only real charge that Pilate understood 
was the claim that Jesus was the King of the Jews. Jesus didn’t answer Pilate’s question 
directly at first; instead, he posed a more important question to Pilate, which was whether or not 
Pilate himself was questioning the identity of Jesus’ kingship. In doing so, Jesus revealed 
something important about the heart of God, which was that the issue of personnel faith in 
Jesus was a critical question to answer. Isn’t it amazing that Jesus, who was facing calls for his 
death, was more interested in the faith of Pilate than he was in defending his innocence? Jesus 
wants you to accept his kingship in your life.
1. When was the first time you really considered the identity of Jesus in a personal way in your 

life: Not based on what others said, but based on your own heart really seeking to know the 
truth? Share testimonies.

2. In the midst of being questioned on charges that put his life at risk, Jesus took the time to 
focus on Pilate’s faith. What does this reveal about God? How does Jesus’ example apply in 
our lives?

3. How does accepting Jesus’ kingship in your life differ from just believing that Jesus is the 
King or desiring Jesus’ forgiveness in your life? Discuss. How does this apply to having 
gospel conversations and to the work of making disciples?

Jesus is the true King whose kingdom is not of this world (35-36).
      Jesus subtlety affirmed his identity as the King, but he added that his kingdom was not of 
this world. In a strict, worldly sense, the response of Jesus meant that he posed no immediate 
threat to the kingdom of Pilate. Of course, the response of Jesus also meant that what he was 
enduring at the hands of the Jews — and under the authority of Pilate — was something that he 
was allowing to happen. Jesus didn’t fight against this mockery of a trial. Jesus didn’t argue for 
his freedom in the face of this injustice. Jesus, the true King, willingly submitted to this kingdom 
in the world because this was a part of his kingdom plan for the world. Jesus’ kingdom is not of 
this world.
1. In the response of Jesus, how did he affirm that he was the King? What did Jesus mean in 

saying that his kingdom was not of this world? How did Jesus imply that he was allowing all 
of this to happen? What does that mean in terms of his authority as King?

2. The Father actually allowed a worldly kingdom to conquer Jesus in order to bring about the 
truth over God’s plan to truly conquer sin. How does this picture of God’s sovereignty still 
bring hope to believers today?
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3. Read Philippians 3:17-4:1. How did Paul affirm the kingship of Jesus in his life? What are 
the implications of that for Paul’s life? How does this reality change a believer’s life — your 
life?

Jesus is the true King, and only those who truly listen to him enter his kingdom (37-38).
      Pilate refused to listen to Jesus, and he failed to defend Jesus. In the face of the truth, Pilate 
questioned the truth. In fact, in a way typical of the kingdom of the world, Pilate questioned the 
very concept of truth itself! Pilate found no fault in Jesus — certainly no fault worthy of the 
penalty that the Jews desired — but he failed to free Jesus. In fact, Pilate couldn’t free Jesus 
because that wasn’t the plan of Jesus the true King. Jesus was born for this purpose, which was 
to be the King and to conquer sin through his sacrificial and purposeful death on the cross. This 
is the truth about God’s plan of redemption for sinners! Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life, 
and “everyone who is of the truth listens to” him (Jn 18:38)! Jesus revealed in these words the 
truth repeated in Scripture, which is that faith in King Jesus is the only way to enter the kingdom 
of Jesus the true King.
1. Read Jn 18:37-38. What is the purpose that Jesus came into this world? How does Jesus 

bear witness to the truth? What is the evidence that someone is “of the truth?”
2. In the response of Jesus, how does he make it clear that faith in him is the only way into the 

true kingdom? What are the implications for our work in his mission of making disciples?
3. How does Pilate’s response exemplify today’s worldview? Do you know someone with this 

perspective of the truth? How can you pray for them, and how would you share this story 
with them from John 18? Take time to pray and to discuss now.
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