
The Cup and Kingdom of Jesus
John 18:1-40

While Judas accepted a bribe to betray Jesus, Peter abandoned Jesus and acted like he didn’t
know him. The Jews accused and abused Jesus, but in the midst of such unfaithfulness, Jesus
remained faithful. He committed to drink the cup the Father had prepared for him. That cup
was his sacrificial death on the cross to atone for sin, where Jesus would die for the very
disciples who abandoned him and the people who abused him. Jesus knew what was coming
on the cross, but he also knew what would come after what was coming on the cross! Jesus
knew that he was the King, who was the King of kings and Lord of lords. Jesus knew that his
kingdom was not of this world, and he knew that his sacrifice would conquer the prince of this
world. Jesus remained faithful to his mission: He surrendered to the Father’s plan in order to
give his life for sinners like you and me.

Main Point: Jesus willingly drank the cup his Father gave him, knowing that his kingdom was
not of this world.

Jesus was in complete control of giving his life for sin (1-11).
- Jesus didn’t hide or run away (4-8a).
- Jesus didn’t sacrifice his disciples to save himself (8b-9).
- Jesus didn’t fight back or let his disciples defend him (10-11).

What a powerful picture of the darkness of the world and the light of Christ! In the dark
of night, Judas and the band of Jewish accusers came to arrest Jesus. In the quietness of a
kiss, Judas betrayed the Lord, but in the boldness of the truth, Jesus stepped forward and
spoke out, calling on the Jews to speak his name. His response was simple but profound.
Jesus used the same words that he used when he told the Jews “before Abraham was born, I
am,” using the terminology that the Lord used to identify himself in the burning bush to Moses
(Jn. 8:58). At the sound of “I am,” Judas and the accusers fell back, but Jesus wouldn’t let
them fail at their task to arrest him. He pressed again, encouraging them to take him and to
spare his disciples. When Peter tried to fight back, Jesus stopped him. Luke tells us that the
Lord even healed the man’s ear! In all that happened in the garden that night, one thing is for
sure: Jesus was in complete control of giving his life for sin. He was taken. He gave himself.

1. How do you see the sneakiness and deceitfulness of sin in the way that the Jews came
to Jesus and arrested him in a remote area at night? How does this relate to sin in
general in most people’s lives?

2. How do you see the truthfulness and faithfulness of Jesus in the way that he responded
to the Jews?

3. How do you see the love of God in the sacrifice of Jesus through the way that the Lord
protected his disciples even as he gave his own life?
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4. Jesus didn’t allow his disciples to fight back. Why? What does this model for us in
following God’s will in our lives?

Jesus is the King of the eternal Kingdom of God (33-37).
- Jesus didn’t allow his servants in heaven or on earth to protect him (36).
- Jesus didn’t deny the reality that he was the eternal King of heaven (36).
- Jesus did say that those who are of the truth will listen to him (37).

When Jesus was passed off to the Roman authorities, Pilate didn’t beat around the
bush: “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus pressed Pilate for what he believed, surely
knowing the fear and conviction that must have been in his heart in that moment with the Lord.
Pilate changed the subject, asking Jesus what he had done to be handed over by the Jews,
who were urging for the death of Jesus. The response of Jesus was undeniable: He was the
King of the eternal Kingdom of God! Jesus told Pilate that his kingdom wasn’t of this world.
The evidence for that was the reality that the servants of Jesus – in heaven and on earth –
weren’t fighting to defend and to free Jesus. When Pilate asked Jesus “so you are a King,”
Jesus didn’t deny it, but he went further, telling Pilate that the very purpose that he had come
to earth was to “bear witness to the truth” (Jn. 18:37). Then Jesus pressed Pilate again, telling
him that all those who are of the truth will listen to him!

1. Jesus pressed Pilate with questions that made him move from “King of the Jews” to “a
King.” Jesus is King over who?

2. In verse 36, who are the servants of Jesus? How did Jesus already show that he
wouldn’t allow his servants on earth to fight for him? Why not?

3. In verse 36, Jesus didn’t deny that he was King, but he did say that his Kingdom wasn’t
of this world. What are the implications of that today as we think about our citizenship in
heaven and our work in God’s Kingdom?

4. Jesus said that those who are of the truth will listen to him. Pilate was listening to Jesus,
wasn’t he? So what did Jesus mean? Do you listen to Jesus? How?
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