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“Unity in Christ” 
John 17:20-26 

 
Main Point: Unity in Christ is crucial to the mission of spreading the Gospel. Read 
all of John 17  in preparation for studying the following truths drawn from this 
powerful and rich prayer of Jesus to the Father for our benefit. 

 
Jesus prays to the Father for us. 

The hour of the cross was near, and Jesus prayed to the Father that He may 
glorify the Father as He completed the work that He was given. He also asked the 
Father to protect the disciples that the Father had given Him out of the world.  
“Keep them in your name...,” He prayed (v11). “The world has hated them 
because they are not of the world...,” He stated (v14). “Sanctify them” (separate 
them unto God) by the truth of Your Word,” He asked (v17). Imagine the disciples 
hearing Him pray, speaking to the Father on their behalf. But Jesus made it clear 
that He was not only praying for them, but for “those who will believe in me 
through their word” (v20). 

1. Read Jn 17:19-20. Who are the two groups of people Jesus is praying for: 
“These only “ as compared to “those who will believe?” 

2. Read Rom 10:17. How does this relate to what Jesus prayed for in verse 20? 
3. What is our part in propagating the Word? What is your part? 
4. How do you see the reality of God’s answers to this prayer in your life and 

in the church? 
 
Jesus prays for unity among believers. 

Jesus asked for His believers to experience unity in the same way that He and 
the Father are in union (v21). He explained this unity by explaining that it is 
achieved because He is IN the believer and the Father is IN Him (v23). Thus, if we 
are in union with Christ and the Father, we will be in unity with one another.   
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1. Review verse 18. What mission are we given? 
2. Read verses 21-23. What is the reason that Jesus asked for this unity?  How 

does it affect the mission? 
3. Are you experiencing unity with your fellow believers? Why, or Why not? 
4. How can your small group play a role in fostering unity in the body of Christ 

in our faith family? 
 
For believers, union with Christ is the source of our ability to impact the world 
with the Gospel.  

Notice the words “that” or “so that” in verses 21 and 23: “...so that the world 
may believe that you have sent me” (v21), and  “ so that the world may know that 
you sent me and loved them even as you loved me” (v23). Jesus prayed for unity 
in Him so that we can be effective in our mission of spreading belief in Him 
throughout the world.   

1. As believers, why is it important to understand our union with Christ? 
2. How would you explain this union with Christ to another believer? 
3. How does our unity with one another affect our witness for Jesus? 
4. How does our unity reveal the love of God in our lives? 
5. Take time to pray for this kind of mission-focused unity in the church. 

 
Having been made ONE in Christ, we will be with Him in heaven and behold His 
GLORY!  

Jesus closed his prayer with a request that they/we (believers) be with him 
after He returns to the Father and that believers will witness His glory as it has 
always been “before the foundation of the world” (v24). Jesus is the perfect 
revelation of the Father to us. He made the Father known to us so that we may 
know the love of God (v26). 

1. What are the implications of being where Jesus is? 
2. How are you living out the love of the Father in your life? 
3. Do you know someone who needs the love of the Father? What are you 

doing about it? Take time to pray for these individuals and to discuss how 
you can share the love of the Father in Christ with them this week. 

 
 


