
“The Overcomer”
John 16:25-33

Main Point: Jesus is the Overcomer, who overcomes the conquerors of this world.

Facts about Jesus the Overcomer:
Jesus overcomes the problem of relationship and access to the Father (26-27).
      The words of Jesus to his disciples were profound: “In that day you will ask in my name, and 
I do not say that I will ask the Father on your behalf; for the Father himself loves you….” 
Imagine the transformation of understanding related to relationship and access to the Father — 
to prayer — that the disciples had experienced. In their lifetime, they had gone from 
understanding that God was in the temple and that only the priests had special access to his 
presence and special access to his ear. Then they encountered Jesus, who prayed regularly 
and powerfully to the Father. They learned so much about prayer from Jesus, and many times, 
they experienced the powerful work of God through the prayers of Jesus. Now, as Jesus was 
preparing to leave, he told them that through his name they would have direct access to the 
Father. In fact, he said that the Father would hear them because the Father loved them! Why 
did he love them? Because the disciples believed in and loved Jesus. What an amazing 
transformation of relationship and access to the Father! What an amazing promise of prayer! 
The disciples didn’t fully understand it yet, but all of this would be possible because of the 
coming work of Jesus on the cross to overcome their sin.
1. Read Jn 16:16-24. What does Jesus say about prayer, and what does it mean to ask in his 

name?
2. Read Jn 16:26-27. What “day” is Jesus talking about in the verses that you just read?
3. Read Jn 16:27. What was the reason that the Father loved the disciples? How does this 

apply to your lives today?
4. Does your prayer life look like this reality? Share, and encourage one another with your 

testimonies.

Jesus, the eternal Son of God, overcomes the conqueror of death (28).
- He came from heaven to save sinners on earth.
- He went back to heaven after his victory over sin on the cross.
      The significance of this simple verse can’t be overstated. Jesus said it in such a matter of 
fact way, but the reality of his words reveal the life-changing truth of the conquering identity of 
Jesus. Before he was born on this earth, Jesus was with the Father! Jesus came from the 
Father to come to the earth, and his purpose was connected to what was about to happen in his 
life: His purpose was to die on the cross for sinners like the disciples, Paul, you, and me. Just as 
his birth wasn’t the start of his life, his death would not be the end of his life. Jesus told the 
disciples that he was soon leaving to go back to the Father. How could he do that if he was 
about to die? The only way he could go back to the Father would be to conquer death, and the 
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reality of who Jesus was — the eternal Son of God — was the key to his victory for you and for 
me.
1. In this verse, how do the words of Jesus reveal the eternal nature of Jesus? What are the 

implications of what Jesus said in relationship to his identity? Why is this significant?
2. Read Jn 12:20-36. Jesus had predicted his death and began to prepare his disciples for 

what was to come. Keeping that in mind, what did Jesus say about his power over death? 
How does this bring hope to us today?

Jesus, the patient author of your faith, overcomes a lack of understanding and faith (25; 
29-32).
      Jesus began this topic of conversation with his disciples by reminding them that he had 
used figures of speech or parables to teach them. Jesus had his reasons for doing this at that 
time, but his promise to them was that there would be a time in the near future when he would 
speak plainly to them, without using figures of speech. Certainly, this happened after his 
resurrection when he spoke to the disciples plainly about what all the Scriptures said about 
himself, and absolutely this happened after his ascension, when the Holy Spirit filled the 
disciples and led them to all truth about the words of Jesus. But in the immediate context, the 
disciples thought that they had really understood Jesus. Finally, they felt like he was speaking in 
a way that no-one had to ask him questions to figure out what he meant, but Jesus knew that 
they weren’t where they needed to be in their understanding and faith. In fact, Jesus knew that 
they would soon abandon him, but in his gentle rebuke, Jesus also knew his plans and 
purposes for them. Jesus was patient with them in growing their understanding and faith 
because of God’s power to give them understanding and faith. The disciples in this moment 
remind us of God’s patience and his purpose in teaching our hearts to grow in understanding 
and faith in Jesus.
1. In Jn 16:25 and 16:29-32, what do you see about the faith of the disciples and the 

understanding of the disciples? What do you see about the instruction of Jesus? How do 
you see the continued patience of Jesus? How have you experienced this in your growth in 
understanding and faith?

2. Read Jn 15:26-16:15. How does this passage relate to the power of Jesus to overcome 
someone’s lack of understanding and faith? Do you know someone who needs this?

Jesus overcomes tribulation in this world with peace and courage in him (33).
      In a beautiful display of Jesus’ love and desire for good in the lives of his disciples, Jesus 
encouraged his disciples by telling them these things so that they would have peace and 
courage in their lives. He wanted them to know that tribulation was going to come into their lives 
in this world, but they needed to know that in the midst of that tribulation, Jesus had overcome 
the world! This sin filled world seeks to conquer, and the biggest conquer in life is death. In his 
crucifixion, Jesus would soon confirm his words about his arrest and death. The disciples would 
soon step into the very act of abandonment that Jesus predicted. Jesus would soon go to the 
cross to die for the sins of all who believe. Jesus would soon be raised from the dead to prove 
his victory over death. In the cross and the resurrection, Jesus would overcome all that the 
enemy has to throw against him — and you and me — in this world. So Jesus encouraged his 
disciples to have peace and to take heart because he had overcome the world for them!
1. In this verse, what does Jesus mean when he says that his disciples can have peace “in 

him?” What does he mean by “peace?” What does he mean by “tribulation?”
2. How has Jesus overcome the world? How do we find courage through him?
3. Do you know someone who needs to hear that Jesus is the Overcomer? Pray for them right 

now in your group, and discuss how you will share with them this truth this week.
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