
The True Vine
John 15:1-17

Main Point: Jesus is the true vine of God who invites us to abide in him.

Jesus is the true vine who grows God’s people and brings God’s work into your life (1-2).
From the Psalms to the Prophets, one of the common metaphors for Israel was that of a

vine that was planted and grown – and judged – by God. As Jesus spoke these words, there’s
no doubt that the disciples made the connection between the vine and God’s people, but
Jesus said something different. He said that he was the true vine! The Father was still the
vinedresser, but Jesus revealed that he himself was the true vine. God’s people are only the
branches that are connected to him. Branches that aren’t truly connected don’t produce fruit
and are cut off, but branches that produce fruit are pruned by the Father for new growth and
more fruit. What a powerful truth! Jesus is the one who grows God’s people. God’s people are
only those who are connected to Jesus, and being connected to Jesus means that the Father
is at work in your life – tending and pruning – in order to produce the fruit of his work in you.

1. Use blueletterbible.org or another vetted resource to search for passages connected to
the word “vine” in the Old Testament. Find a few that are specifically referencing Israel.

2. The metaphor connects people to branches. What is the vine in relationship to a
branch? How does this metaphor apply to Jesus and believers?

3. The Father is the vinedresser. What is the work that he does in verse 2? How have you
experienced his pruning work in your life?

Jesus is the true vine who produces God’s fruit for God’s glory in your life (3-6).
- The words of Jesus sanctify you (3).
- The presence of Jesus empowers you (4-6).

Building on the metaphor of the vine, branches, and the vinedresser, Jesus told his
disciples that they were already clean because of his words that have been spoken into their
lives. Their connection and the pruning work of God was happening, but he wanted them to
know that what he started in their lives must continue! The only way his disciples would ever be
fruitful for the Lord and the only way that they could ever do anything in the work of Jesus in
their lives was if they continued to abide in him. The word picture is important. The emphasis is
clear. Abiding means to remain and continue. Abiding implies that there’s never a disconnect or
disunion. Abiding means to abide! The presence of Jesus empowers the work of Jesus in the
life of a believer. It’s those who abide in Jesus that produce “much fruit!” Nothing has changed.
Today, Jesus is still the true vine who produces God’s fruit for God’s glory in our lives.

1. What is the command of Jesus in verses 3-6? What are the consequences of obeying
or disobeying this command?

2. From these verses, discuss the power of Jesus’ words and presence. Do you know
someone who needs these things in their life? How can you share the word of Jesus?
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Jesus is the true vine whose loving commandments bring joy into your life (7-11).
- Jesus’ presence and Word aligns your heart to his work for God’s glory (7-8).
- The fruit of God in your life is the proof that you are a disciple of Jesus (8).
- Obeying the commandments of Jesus is key to abiding in his love (9-10).
- In all these things, the desire of Jesus is that his joy would fill your life (11).

Jesus continued to emphasize the importance and the power of prayer in the lives of his
disciples. Once he had completed his work on earth through his death and resurrection, Jesus
would go to be with the Father, seated at his right hand in heaven. Asking through the name of
Jesus, was a reminder that believers – who are joined to Jesus by faith – will have direct
access to the Father through the Son. Rather than a “magic phase,” Jesus prepared his
disciples for the miracle of forgiveness and redemption that was coming by God’s grace
through the work of Jesus on the cross. The key to answered requests is a request that comes
from a heart that’s abiding in Jesus and filled with God’s Word! If those two things are truth,
then what’s asked will be aligned to the work of Jesus and will bring glory to the Father. In fact,
God loves to answer the prayers of his people because the fruit of Christ in their lives proves
the reality of their identity as disciples. Jesus then turned his attention back to obeying his
commandments. This time, however, he connected obedience to his love. Those who love
Jesus, will obey him, and obeying the commandments of Jesus is key to abiding in his love. In
all of these things, the desire of Jesus is that his joy would fill our lives. What a gift!

1. Go through each of the subpoints listed above. Discuss each one, and share
testimonies about the reality of these things in your lives.

2. How does obedience impact joy? What is the joy of Jesus? What are some practical
ways that this passage reminds us that our lives can be filled with his joy?

Jesus is the true vine who commands us to love each other as he’s loved us (12-17).
- The love of Jesus is sacrificial and life giving (13).
- Obedience to Jesus makes you not only his servant but also his friend (14-15).
- You are chosen and appointed, so ask for the fruit of Jesus in and through your life (16).

Jesus wrapped up this message to his disciples with another command to love. He
called on his disciples to love each other as he had loved them. In preparing them for this
coming death, he connected this love to the love of someone who gives his life for another. In
other words, Jesus told his disciples to love one another with the same sacrificial and living
giving love that he gave to them. He then said something that would have been unthinkable to
the Jewish mind. They were no longer only servants of God, but through Jesus, they were now
friends! Servants aren’t told everything, but they’ve been told everything that the Father had
told his Son. As they lovingly obeyed Jesus, they would be counted as his friends. But this
wasn’t their doing. It wasn’t even their choosing! Jesus told them that he had chosen them and
that they were appointed to produce the fruit of God – that’s eternal and not temporary – in and
through their lives.

1. In your small group, what does it look like to love each other the way that Jesus loves
us? Talk about the practical ways that you show his love to one another. What are some
ways that your group can do a better job of encouraging the love of Christ in the way
you love each other? What about the way you love others in the church?

2. Read verse 16. What is so powerful about the fact that Jesus chose his disciples? Have
you thought about this reality as it applies to you as a disciple? God chose you before
you could choose him!

3. Also, Jesus said that his disciples were appointed for the purpose of producing fruit.
You are too! What is the work of Jesus that God has for you today – this week?
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