
Love Jesus!
John 14:15-31

Main Point: Those who love Jesus obey him and receive the blessing of God’s love and
presence in their lives.

Loving Jesus leads to obeying his commandments and to the Spirit’s presence (15-17).
Jesus told his disciples that if they loved him, they would keep his commandments.

This conditional is important. It’s the foundation for what follows in what Jesus promised his
disciples. The evidence of truly loving Jesus is following Jesus’ commandments, just as Jesus
followed the Father’s commandments (see verse 31). Following this foundational statement,
Jesus gave his disciples another incredible promise. He told them that he would ask his Father
and that his Father would give them the gift of the Helper, who is the Advocate or Counselor
and the very Spirit of truth. In verse 26, Jesus made it clear that the Helper was the Holy Spirit.
Jesus told the disciples that the Holy Spirit’s presence would be with them forever, and he also
told them that while the Holy Spirit dwelt with them, he would soon dwell in them. What a
promise! The very presence of God was with them in the presence of Jesus who was standing
before them, but when he went to be with the Father, they would receive the very presence of
God in the Holy Spirit in their lives. Praise God for the blessing of the Spirit’s presence for
those who love Jesus today!

1. Read verse 15. Today, what does your obedience to Jesus reveal about your love for
Jesus? Have an honest discussion. Share how the Lord has and is growing you in
obedience. Is there an area of surrender and obedience that he’s working on in your
life? Discuss, and pray for each other.

2. Use blueletterbible.org to do a word study on the word “Helper” in verse 16. What does
this title tell us about the work of the Holy Spirit? How have you experienced this in life?

3. In verse 17, Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit as the “Spirit of truth.” What does this title tell
us about the Holy Spirit? Why is this important? How have you experienced the work of
the Holy Spirit in opening your mind to the truth of God’s Word? Do you know someone
who needs their eyes opened to the truth? Pray for the work of the Holy Spirit in their
lives today.

Loving Jesus leads to keeping his Word and to the love and presence of God (18-24).
- In Christ, we aren’t orphans; we’re adopted sons and daughters (18).
- In Christ, we know we have the presence of God in our lives (20-24).

Jesus gave the disciples another wonderful promise connected to the promise of the
Holy Spirit: He told them that he won’t leave them as orphans. In other words, they would not
be orphans, but they would be children of God. In fact, this wouldn’t be some unprovable
hope, but they would know for certain that they had the presence of God in their lives, which
was the proof that they weren’t orphans but were adopted as sons and daughters of the King.
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How is this possible? Jesus again emphasized obedience or keeping his commandments or his
Word as the evidence of a heart that truly loves him, and he went on to say that those who love
him are loved by the Father. In fact, he manifests himself to those he loves and who love him in
return. Judas wanted to know how this would be possible, and Jesus told him that the Father
and the Son will make their home in the lives of those who love Jesus Christ. The words of
Jesus point to the mystery of the Trinity: One God, existing eternally in the three persons of the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The gift of the Holy Spirit into the lives of those who love Jesus
would bring the very presence of God into their lives. Jesus wouldn’t just be with his disciples,
one day soon, his presence would be in them. Praise God for this wonderful miracle!

1. How many times does Jesus reinforce the connection between loving him and obeying
his commandments or keeping his Word? What does the repetition say about the
importance of the point Jesus is making? What does it mean to keep his Word?

2. Read verse 18. How does this promise encourage you? What are some other passages
that help us understand the concepts of orphan and adoption as it relates to our identity
and God’s family? How does Jesus factor into us not being left as orphans?

3. In verses 20, 21, and 23, the presence of Jesus and the Father are promised to the
disciples. Connect this to the promise of the Holy Spirit in verse 17. How do these
promises of Jesus reveal to us and teach us about the doctrine of the Trinity?

4. Do you “know” that you have the presence of Jesus in your life? In verse 20, Jesus said
that his disciples would “know” (with certainty) that he was in the Father and in them.

Loving Jesus leads to unshakable peace and to uncommon rejoicing (25-31).
- The Holy Spirit inspired the New Testament and still teaches us today (26).
- The Holy Spirit brings the peace and courage of Christ (27).
- The resurrection and ascension of Jesus brings joy in his victory and reign (28-29).
- The obedient, sacrificial death of Jesus reveals true love (30-31).

Jesus told the disciples that while he would only be with them for a short time more, the
Holy Spirit would come to them to continue his work through them. Jesus said that the Holy
Spirit would be the One who would help them remember all that Jesus said. The Holy Spirit
was the One who inspired the apostles to write the New Testament, bringing to mind all the
words of Jesus so that the very words of the New Testament are the words of God. The Holy
Spirit would teach the apostles all that they had not been able to fully understand, and the Holy
Spirit is still the One who teaches us today! Through the gift of the Holy Spirit, Jesus was
leaving his disciples with his peace and his courage for the future. This gift wasn’t given as the
world gives gifts. It’s not a conditional gift and a temporary gift. It’s not a gift that deteriorates
or can be taken away. It’s an eternal and unchanging gift that comes from God. Jesus told
them that they should be rejoicing – and we can rejoice today – because his going to the Father
means that his victory is complete and his reign on the throne at the right hand of the Father is
established. Lastly, Jesus prepared his disciples with the reminder that his coming death was
not the victory of Satan but the willing sacrifice of God. His death was a display of his loving
obedience to the Father. The death of Jesus revealed true love: The love he was calling his
disciples to follow.

1. How does verse 26 grow your confidence in the New Testament and your dependence
on the Holy Spirit in studying God’s Word every day?

2. How have you experienced the peace and courage of Christ in your life? Share
testimonies. Is there someone who needs his peace and courage? How could you share
your testimony with them this week, pointing their hearts to turn to Christ?

3. Why can we rejoice today because Jesus is with the Father?
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