
The Only Way to God
John 13:36-14:14

Main Point: Jesus is the only way to the Father because Jesus and the Father are one.

Faith in Jesus brings the promise of a place in God’s presence for eternity (13:36-14:3).
Jesus had just told his disciples that he was going to a place where they could not

follow him. The thought of this reality was disturbing to the disciples, and Peter was the first
one to speak up. He wanted to know where the Lord was going! He even told the Lord that he
would follow him anywhere, even if it led to death. The response of Jesus didn’t help settle
Peter’s mind. Jesus told him that before the night was over, Peter would deny him three times.
We can only imagine Peter’s confusion and the thoughts of the other disciples with him. What?
How could this be? Who can be a faithful disciple of Jesus if not Peter? Into their troubled
hearts, Jesus spoke these words: “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also
in me” (Jn. 14:1). When his disciples were in confusion and conflict in their hearts, Jesus called
them to faith, and his words reminded them that faith in God was necessarily connected to
faith in Jesus Christ, the Son of God. He also encouraged them with a truth that answered their
question. Where Jesus was going was to the Father, and one day, they too would be with
Jesus in the presence of his Father.

1. Jesus knew that Peter would deny him, but Jesus turned right around and promised
that one day Peter would be with him in his Father’s house. How could Jesus know
that? What does that say about God’s power to save and his grace to forgive?

2. Jesus said that he would prepare a place in his Father’s house so that one day he could
bring them there so that they could be with him again. How does this apply to disciples
of Jesus today? How does it bring encouragement to your heart today?

3. According to Jesus, what is required for true faith in God? What faith is necessarily
connected to faith in the one, true God?

Faith in Jesus is the only way to God (14:4-11).
- Jesus is the way (6).
- Jesus is the truth (6).
- Jesus is the life (6).
- Jesus is in the Father, and the Father is in the Son (10-11).

Even with the answers from Jesus, the disciples still had questions. Thomas was still
focused on a place. He wanted to know how to get to the Father’s house. What was the way to
get to where Jesus was going? Jesus’ response was profoundly important. Jesus himself was
the way! Faith in Jesus leads to the Father. Jesus was the truth. Faith in Jesus leads to what is
true and real in this world. Jesus was the life. Faith in Jesus leads to life rather than death, and
if all of this wasn’t clear enough, Jesus put it this way: “No one comes to the Father except
through me” (Jn. 14:6). Jesus then reassured his disciples that they knew and had now seen
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the Father because they knew and had seen Jesus. Philip responded, asking Jesus to go
ahead and physically show them the Father. He missed the point, but Jesus didn’t miss the
opportunity to clarify his point. If the disciples had seen Jesus, they had seen the Father. How?
Because the Father dwells in the Son and the Son is in the Father. Jesus the Son and God the
Father are one, and the proof, Jesus said, was in the words and the works of Jesus that had
made this reality abundantly clear.

1. Discuss what it means that Jesus is the way. How would you communicate this to
someone who believes that there are many ways to God?

2. Discuss what it means that Jesus is the truth. How is this truth about Jesus realized in
someone’s heart? What would you tell someone to do to find this truth about Jesus?

3. Discuss what it means that Jesus is the life. What does this look like in your life? How
does your testimony support this truth?

4. If Jesus is in the Father and the Father is in the Son, then there’s no other way to the
Father except through the Son. Do you believe that? Who needs to hear that this week?
Will you tell them about Jesus?

Faith in Jesus empowers God’s work and opens God’s ear (14:12-14).
Jesus then told his disciples something that was probably hard for them to imagine and

to believe. He said that those who believe in him will do greater works than he did. How?
Because he was going to the Father so that now his followers would have access directly to
the ear of the Father through the Son. Whatever they asked through Jesus, it would be done for
the glory of God through the Son of God, Jesus Christ. What a promise, and what an important
truth for us to rightly understand today. What are the greater works than Jesus did? Is this
really true? Consider the works of Jesus that revealed the identity of Jesus as God. He healed
the sick, raised the dead, multiplied the loaves and fish, calmed the wind and the waves, etc.
However, every one of those miracles was temporary. They were physical and their effects
were temporal. Those who were healed got sick again. Those who were raised from the dead
died again. Those who were fed got hungry again. Those on the seas still encountered the wind
and the waves of more storms. What is the work of the church today? It’s the work of the only
miracle that’s lasting and unchanging. It’s the work of the gospel that was made possible
through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. It’s the work of God in making disciples in all
nations through the gift of faith in the Son of God! Faith in Jesus empowers this work as Jesus
provides access to his followers to the very ear of the Father. Praying in the name of Jesus isn’t
about saying the magical phrase “in Jesus’ name.” Praying in Jesus’ name is the reality of the
access that Christians have to the Father through the Son, Jesus Christ. The answers to these
prayers are promised as much as they align to the will of the Father and bring glory to God
through the Son. These words of Jesus were earthshaking truths to the hearts of the disciples.
They would do the greater work of Christ in the world, and in doing that work, they would have
access through Jesus right to the very throne of the God of creation!

1. Some focus on “works” in helping others (soup kitchens, homeless shelters, medical
missions, etc.). Some focus on “works” in signs and wonders (a supernatural
experience, a miraculous “healing,” etc.). What’s the problem with allowing these things
to become an end, in and of themselves? Are these lasting? Are they eternal?

2. If the work of the gospel – salvation – is the greater work and the only eternal work that
truly builds the kingdom of God, why is there often a lack of focus on this work? How
are you involved in the work of the gospel, the greater work of Christ still today?

3. Considering what the New Testament teaches on prayer, discuss the correct way to
understand and to practice praying “in Jesus’ name.”
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