
Driven by Love
John 13:21-35

Main Point: Following Christ’s example, believers must love one another.

Jesus is the perfect example of obedient surrender to the Father’s will (21-30).
- In the face of hatred, he extended love (26).
- In the face of betrayal, he trusted the Father’s power to prevail (27).

If there was any question as to whether or not Jesus really knew that one of his
disciples would betray him, Jesus answered that question clearly as he ate with his disciples
that night. His words struck concern in the heart of every disciple. Who would betray Jesus?
The disciples scanned the room, looking at each other as they wondered who Jesus talked
about. Then Peter gave a motion to get John to ask Jesus to give them the answer to their
question. Rather than pointing his finger at Judas and naming him, Jesus reveals Judas
through one last act of love and humility. Jesus broke his bread and gave it to Judas. While the
other disciples still didn’t understand what Judas would soon do, we can imagine the depth of
bitterness that filled Judas as Satan entered into his life and stirred Judas to act on his anger
towards Jesus. In all of this, isn’t it amazing how Jesus interacted with Judas? There was no
anger towards him! Jesus washed his feet and then gave him a piece of his bread, extending
the offer of peace and love to Judas to the very end. Yet Jesus knew the betrayal that was
coming, and Jesus even released Judas to go and to do the very thing that would betray
Jesus. Why is this important? Because no one took Jesus’ life; rather, Jesus was the good
shepherd who laid down his life for his sheep (John 10:11-18). Jesus gave his life as a sacrifice
for our sin (Galatians 2:20; Ephesians 5:25). Jesus humbled himself and took on the form of a
servant, being obedient even to the point of death (Philippians 2:6-8). Jesus is the perfect
example of obedient surrender to the Father’s will!

1. Jesus knew Judas’ heart of hate and the betrayal that Judas would soon perpetrate.
What does his knowledge of the heart and future reveal about Jesus’ identity?

2. In the ancient world – and still today – breaking bread together was a sign of peace and
an extension of friendship and love. How does the way that Jesus revealed Judas
display the love of God? How do Jesus’ actions direct our actions today?

3. Are you faced with hate or betrayal today? How are you responding in your heart and
with your words and actions? In following Jesus, what do you need to do? Pray, and
discuss.

Jesus commanded us to love one another just like he loves us (31-35).
- Christ’s love leads to obedience that brings glory to God (31-32).
- Christ’s love speaks truth to prepare and to protect (33).
- Christ’s love demands obedient love (34).
- Christ’s love knows the powerful witness of love (35).
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Jesus knew that the time for his sacrifice had come. What would look like defeat in the
world for the moment, would actually be the very thing that would display the glory of God for
eternity to come. The Father would glorify the Son and be glorified through the Son, and the
Son would be glorified in the Father. All of this would happen at once through the death and
the resurrection of Jesus! Jesus knew that this was coming, and he continued to prepare his
disciples for what was about to happen. He reminded them again that he was about to go
where they couldn’t go. He was about to leave this earth and return to the Father, and with this
in mind, Jesus gave them a new commandment. He commanded them to love each other the
way that Jesus loved them! In the same way that Christ loved them to the very end, they were
to love one another. In fact, Jesus said that love would be the distinguishing factor that would
identify them as his disciples. The way they loved each other should set them apart from
unbelievers. The way they loved one another should identify them with Jesus and his love in
their lives. They were to love in a way that witnesses the very love of God in Jesus Christ! They
were to follow his example, and extend the undeserved, unmerited, unchangeable love of God
that they received through Jesus!

1. In the unique case of Christ, how did his obedience glorify God? In our lives today, how
does obedience still glorify God? What does that look like for God to be glorified
through obedience in our life today? Share, and discuss.

2. Christ spoke so tenderly to his disciples. You can feel the love he had for them through
his words to them: “Little children….” He spoke the truth about his coming departure.
He wanted to prepare them and to protect them. How does speaking God’s truth in love
today still prepare and protect God’s children? Is there truth from God’s Word that you
need to speak in love to someone today? Share, and encourage one another.

3. Love isn’t optional for a disciple of Jesus. It’s a command! What does this mean? If you
don’t feel “loving,” what do you do? How did Jesus love his disciples? How do we love
like Jesus loved us?

4. How is Christ’s love seen in our church? How is love a witness for Christ, indicating to
others that we are followers of Jesus? In what ways do we sometimes fail to witness
Christ’s love? What are some ways that your small group cultivates love for one another
in our church?
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