
The Savior of the World
John 12:44-50

Main Point: Jesus is the Lord who brings salvation to all who believe in all the world.

Jesus and the Father are one (44-50).
- To believe in Jesus is to believe in God (44).
- To see Jesus is to see God (45).
- To hear the words of Jesus is to hear the Word of God (49-50).

Jesus cried out! What an important fact that reveals the importance of the words that
Jesus spoke that day. These were words that came from his heart that was troubled that day.
Words that were shouted out for all to hear. His words were words of truth for the ears of those
who refused to believe in the reality that Jesus and the Father were one – that Jesus was Lord –
and to emphasize the fact of who he was, Jesus reiterated that he and the Father were one in
three different ways. First, he cried out to the crowd that belief in him was belief in the Father.
For the Jews who claimed to believe in God, they needed to hear that true belief in the one,
true God is belief in Jesus. Second, he cried out that to see him was to see the Father. For the
Jews who claimed to know God but couldn’t see God, they needed to know that he was
standing in their midst that day. Third, Jesus cried out that his words – his command – was the
Father’s command. For the Jews who claimed to know God’s Word, they needed to know that
they were hearing the very words of God through his Son, Jesus! Jesus and the Father are one,
so that believing, seeing, and hearing Jesus is to believe, see, and hear God.

1. Read verses 44, 45, and 49-50. How do these verses emphasize that the Son and the
Father are one?

2. Those who practice Judaism or Islam reject Jesus as God, arguing that since God is
one, Jesus cannot be God. How do these verses reject that opinion? How would you
talk to them about your belief in one God, who exists eternally in the three persons of
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit?

3. There are others today who are pluralist, saying that there are many ways to God. Jesus
can be accepted or rejected. You just have to sincerely believe whatever you believe.
How do these verses reject that opinion? How would you talk to them about the
necessity of faith in Jesus in connection to salvation?

Jesus is the light of the world (46).
- Those who believe in him don’t stay in the dark (46).

The cry of Jesus also re-emphasized the gift of Jesus as light in the darkness of this
world. Light was synonymous with truth. In the dark, it’s easy to mistake or even completely
miss what is right in front of you, which makes the dark confusing and dangerous. However,
light makes it possible to see what’s there with clarity. Light provides the clarity to reduce
confusion and to illuminate danger and direction. Jesus is the light of the world! He is the light
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in the world that shines into the darkness. He is the one who brings light that eliminates
confusion and illuminates danger and direction. For those who believe in Jesus, they don’t
have to remain in the darkness. Can’t you hear the heart of the Lord as he cried out this
wonderful truth!

1. How have you experienced this truth in your life? Make a list in your group of some of
the things that you believed or some of the ways you saw the world before you believed
in Jesus. For each item on this list, discuss how Jesus shed light and changed the way
you saw these things in your life and in the world.

2. Do you know someone who is living in darkness? How has the darkness affected the
way they see things in the world? How can you share Jesus with them this week?

3. Take time to allow for prayer in your group, allowing people to thank God for the light of
Christ in their life and to pray that God would shine the light of Jesus into the lives of
those who are in the dark.

Jesus came to save the world (48-50).
- The word of Jesus brings eternal judgment to those who don’t believe (48).
- The word of Jesus brings eternal life to those who believe (50).

At the heart of the Lord’s cry was the exclamation of why he came to the world, which
was to save the world! Jesus didn’t come in the flesh 2,000 years ago to judge the world;
rather, he came to save the world. The judgment will come, and the very words of Jesus will be
the standard for that judgment. Those who don’t believe will be judged by the undeniable truth
of the identity of Jesus that was made clear through the words and works of Jesus. However,
those who believe the word of Jesus won’t be judged because the very word of Jesus – the
command of the Lord – brings eternal life! Jesus is confident in this fact, so he cried it out for
all to hear!

1. Take a minute to explore John 3. Can you find where Jesus shares similar truth in this
chapter? What brings condemnation? Why is the world already judged? Why did Jesus
come to earth in his first coming over 2,000 years ago?

2. In John 12, Jesus makes it clear that his first coming was to save the world. From verse
50, what is the key to this salvation or eternal life? Read verse 48. What is the key to
God’s just judgment on the last day?

3. If the word of Jesus is central to eternal life and eternal judgment, how important is
God’s Word today? How important is the gospel? How do our small groups and
DGroups in the church help to cultivate your time in God’s Word? How do our small
groups and DGroups in the church help to equip you to share the gospel? Pray for
these things in our church!
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