
For This Purpose
John 12:27-43

Main Point: Jesus came to earth to die for sin in order to save those who believe in him.

Jesus died for sin to save all who will believe in him (27-36).
- His purpose was his sacrifice for our sin (27).
- His sacrifice defeated sin and Satan (31).
- His sacrifice is for people from all nations (32).
- His call is to believe and to walk in what you know (34-36).

With the crowds gathered around him, having just called out to him as the King of Israel,
Jesus spoke words that were hard to understand and that didn’t line up with their
understanding of who they wanted him to be. Jesus talked of his death and of losing life (John
12:24-26), and now he said that he wouldn’t ask his Father to deliver him from death but that
his death was his purpose for coming here and for this very moment! The Father’s voice
boomed from heaven, confirming once again in a dramatic way for all to experience that Jesus
was the Son of God and that his death was for the glory and purpose of God. Jesus told the
people that this sign wasn’t for himself; rather, in God’s grace, it was yet one more sign to
confirm the reality of who Jesus was and the purpose of God in what Jesus would do. In
preemptive victory, Jesus declared the defeat of sin and Satan, and he announced that his
sacrifice on the cross would open the door for the gift of salvation to people from all nations.
The people were confused. They wondered why Jesus would talk of death when the Messiah
that they were waiting for was supposed to reign forever on the throne of David. Jesus’
response revealed an important truth about faith. In the midst of their questions, Jesus simply
called them to believe in what they had seen and knew about him. He called them to walk in
the light that they had in order to become children of light. What a wonderful truth, and this is
how faith still works. Even when you don’t have all the answers, faith calls you to just believe in
and to walk in the answers you do have! Faith always grows through this simple truth.

1. Read verse 27. What emotion is Jesus feeling? What’s the question he could ask his
Father? What does he know about the Father’s answer to that question? Why? How
does this verse remind you of the love of Jesus for his Father? What about his love for
you? How does Jesus encourage us to live faithfully for God in our lives?

2. Considering verse 31, how did the death and resurrection of Jesus defeat sin and
Satan? If this is true, why do we still deal with sin and Satan today in the world?

3. Read verse 32. What a beautiful declaration! Jesus will draw all to himself. How did his
victory over sin and Satan open the door for the nations to come to God?

4. In verses 34-36, how have you experienced this truth about faith in your walk with the
Lord? How could you share this truth with someone who still has hard questions about
Jesus? Is there someone you need to share this truth with this week? Discuss, and
pray.
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God has power over faith in Jesus (37-41).
- God has the power to blind eyes or to open eyes (37-41).
- God has the power to harden hearts or to soften hearts (37-41).

Incredibly, there were still those in the crowd who didn’t believe. After all that Jesus had
done, how could this be? John provided important insight into this phenomena of
faithlessness. He pointed back to the prophet Isaiah, who he said had seen and spoke of the
glory of Jesus hundreds of years before Jesus! John quoted from Isaiah 53:1 and from Isaiah
6:10, emphasizing the reality of God’s sovereignty over faith. Belief wasn’t something that the
people controlled. God declared through Isaiah that he was the one with the power to blind
eyes and to harden hearts. Equally true is the opposite reality that God is the one with the
power to open eyes and to soften hearts. In God’s supreme wisdom and purpose, God had
blinded their eyes and hardened their hearts so that they couldn’t see and they couldn’t
believe. Why? Because the purpose of Jesus was to die for sin! Even in this moment, the grace
and love of God was on display as he hardened the hearts of the people against his Son in
order that soon they might cry out “crucify him!” This truth is relevant today. God is still and will
always be the one with power over faith in Jesus. When hearts are hardened and eyes are
closed to the reality of the glory and truth of Christ, it’s not by the force of man or the methods
of persuasion that they will believe. It’s only by the grace and the work of God in softening their
hearts and opening their eyes. This truth reminds us of our dependence on God in the work
he’s given us to do of making disciples. It reminds us of the sovereignty of God that brings
strength to our hearts in the face of unbelief.

1. Isaiah lived hundreds of years before Jesus, yet he saw and proclaimed the glory of
Jesus! What does this reveal to you about the miracle of faith? What does it remind us
of about how Old Testament believers were saved?

2. With all the Jews saw, many still didn’t believe because God had hardened their hearts
and closed their eyes. Have you ever met someone who should believe but doesn’t?
Perhaps they’ve seen and experienced many things that should have confirmed Christ,
but they continue to reject Christ. How does the truth in these verses help us make
sense of faithlessness in the midst of such evidence?

3. Do you know someone whose heart is hardened and whose eyes are closed? Take time
in your group to break into groups of 2 or 3, and pray for God’s work in their lives.

We have the power to confess our faith in Jesus (42-43).
- A fear of confessing Jesus reveals a heart that isn’t loving God most.

While God is sovereign over faith, those who have faith have the power to confess that
faith in Jesus. While many didn’t believe, there were some of the Jews there that day who did
believe, but there was a major problem with their belief. They believed, but they refused to
confess that belief. Why? They feared being rejected by the Jews! John tells us that they loved
the glory that came from man more than the glory that came from God. In other words, God
and his glory did not have first place and priority in their hearts. The fear of confessing Jesus
reveals a heart that doesn't love God most. Perhaps this is why Jesus warned that while he
would confess to the Father those who would confess him before men, he would not confess
to the Father those who would not confess him before men (Matthew 10:32-33).

1. Is a faith that doesn’t confess Jesus a true, saving faith? How do these verses help to
answer that question? Only use Scripture to answer the question.

2. Why would confessing our faith in Jesus be so important to God? Why can’t faith
simply be private, like the world says that it would be?
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