
The King Who Saves
John 12:12-26

Main Point: Jesus is the King who brings salvation to the world.

Jesus is the promised King who saves (12-19).
- He fulfilled prophecy for the coming King of Israel (12-16).
- Many believed and some feared that he was the coming King (17-19).

The arrival of Jesus in Jerusalem prior to the Passover was an incredible display of the
growing faith of the Jews that Jesus was their King. In further fulfillment of Old Testament
Messianic prophecy, Jesus entered Jerusalem, being recognized as the coming King of Zion,
who would deliver Israel from all her enemies. The picture of the entry of Jesus on a donkey –
and the people’s shouts of Hosanna (Now Save!) with the palm branches of victory and peace
– all reveal Jesus as the promised King who brings salvation from the enemies of the Jews. The
disciples would later recognize these things as they reflected on the events of the day after the
Lord’s death, resurrection, and ascension. The signs of Jesus and the testimony of those who
witnessed his signs, led the hearts of many Jews to turn to Jesus as their King. However, their
picture of his kingdom was incomplete. Their hope in his deliverance was too small and
narrowly focused. They saw him as the “King of Israel.” They hoped that he would reestablish
the Kingdom of Israel in Jerusalem. They desired that he would lead them to overthrow Roman
rule over Israel. While many Jews hoped for these things, many Jewish leaders feared these
things. They feared the response of the Romans to the growing cry that Jesus was the King of
Israel. They feared that these things would bring an end to their kingdom and authority. Both
missed the true weight of the reality of the salvation that the Promised King would bring. Jesus
is the promised King who saves!

1. Read Zechariah chapters 9 and 10. How do you see the fulfillment of Zechariah 9 in
John 12. From Zechariah 9 and 10, what do you think the hope of the Jewish people
was for Jesus as their King? What were they looking for Jesus to do and to give them?

2. Use blueletterbible.org to study the word “Hosanna.” What does it mean? When the
Jews cried out for Jesus to “save,” what kind of salvation did they have in mind? Are
people still prone to look to the Lord for a deliverance that’s temporal and material over
than one that’s eternal and spiritual? Why?

3. In John 12, how do you see God using the witness (testimony) of people who knew
Jesus in order to draw other people to Jesus? Is this still a part of God’s plan today?
Use Scripture to answer that question, and then discuss what it means to be a witness
(testify) to other people about your experience with Jesus?

Jesus is the King of the world (20-26).
- His glory is revealed in his sacrifice (23).
- His kingdom will grow through his death and resurrection (24).
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- His life given is the example of living for the King in this world (25).
- His servants follow him and are honored by his Father (26).

It’s not by coincidence that there were not only Jews who were seeking Jesus, but also
there were Gentiles who wanted to see King Jesus. The Kingdom of Jesus was larger than just
Israel. The Kingdom of Jesus extended to people of all nations, and people from Israel and the
nations were beginning to seek after him and look to him as their hope and their King.
However, the Kingdom of Jesus is not of this world. His Kingdom was much more than the
people were looking for, and his salvation was much greater than deliverance from the Romans
and the other enemies of Israel. With the turning hope that Jesus was King, Jesus announced
that the time had come for him to be glorified, but it wasn’t the kind of glorification of a king
that the world expected. His glory would come in a way that was unexpected. His glory would
be revealed in his sacrifice. His kingdom would grow only through his death and resurrection,
which was the key to the growth and fruit of his kingdom. His life given was the very example
of living for the King in this world, and Jesus’ life given was the very way to eternal life. In fact,
those who seek to serve him must follow him. The servants of Jesus will be where Jesus is,
giving their lives in faithful obedience to the mission of the King, and it’s only in following Jesus
that there is honor in the Kingdom of God. Jesus is the King of the world, and his kingdom is
far greater and more lasting than any kingdom of the world. The words of Jesus were a mystery
to his disciples on that day that he first spoke these words to them, but there would come a
day when his words would become clear and the true words of life to his disciples. Lift your
eyes to see the incomparable glory of Jesus the King, who brings salvation to the world!

1. Read John 12:23. Did Jesus know what was about to happen that Passover in
Jerusalem? So “the time” that he references was connected to what event in his life?
How was Jesus glorified in his sacrifice on the cross?

2. Read John 12:24. How do these words of Jesus reference his coming death and
resurrection? What is the hope of his kingdom that’s connected to the fact of his
resurrection?

3. Read John 12:25. How did Jesus exemplify the words that he spoke in this verse? What
did he love more than what he could have had in just his short life here on earth? Is your
love for life in this world holding you back from giving it all to living all out for the Lord?

4. Read John 12:26. What’s the requirement for serving Jesus? What does it look like to
follow Jesus? How can you be honored by God the Father? Are you serving Jesus? Are
you following him? Share how he’s leading in your life, and pray for each other that you
would be faithful servants who follow King Jesus!
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