
Don’t Lose Hope!
John 11:45-57

Main Point: Jesus is the Passover Lamb who would die for sin in order to save God’s children.

The fear of losing something is at the heart of a heart that rejects Jesus (45-48).
In witnessing the resurrection of Lazarus, we might think that everyone would concede

to the clear evidence about the identity of Jesus. It would be reasonable to assume that all who
were there that day would not only believe in Jesus but would surrender to follow him, and
many did believe! The miracle of raising Lazarus from the dead was enough, but there were
some that day who also ran back to tell the Pharisees what had happened. The Pharisees
responded to the news in an astounding way. They didn’t deny the miracle. In fact, they
acknowledged it! They knew that Jesus was doing amazing works, and they even admitted that
they were afraid that if Jesus continued to do these kinds of things, everyone would turn to
believe in him. Then the reality of their hard hearts was revealed: If everyone turned to Jesus,
they were afraid that the Romans would take away their authority and that they would lose their
nation. There it is in black and white in the text of God’s Word. While they knew that Jesus did
things that only God could do, they still rejected Jesus because of their fear that Jesus would
cause them to lose their identity, position, and authority among the Jewish people. How true is
this still today! This is often still the fear in hearts that are confronted with the truth of Jesus.
The fear of losing something is at the heart of a heart that rejects Jesus.

1. Think about your testimony. Was there a time before you were saved when you knew
who Jesus was but you were struggling to truly surrender to Jesus because of all that
you thought you’d lose? Once you surrendered to the Lord, did you actually lose
anything that was worth comparing to what you gained in Christ?

2. Do you know someone whose rejection of Jesus is based on their fear of what they’ll
lose or have to give up to follow him? What should you say to them? How could you
share your testimony with them? Share first names of these individuals and break into
groups of 2 or 3 to pray for them.

To accomplish his plans, God can direct even the plans of the enemy (49-52).
In the midst of their fear, the high priest said something that he didn’t even realize was

the very plan of God being spoken through him. His words were clear. In order for the Jewish
leaders to protect their position and authority, they needed to kill Jesus. Caiaphas thought it
would be better for Jesus to die – even without any real cause – in order to preserve and to
protect what little autonomy the Jews had in Jerusalem. Caiaphas spoke these words from a
selfish perspective. The Jews agreed with him for selfish reasons. They agreed to put Jesus to
death, but they failed to understand that their plans for evil God intended to use for good!
Caiaphas failed to understand the eternal weight and reality of the words of prophecy that he
spoke. The death of Jesus would bring salvation to God’s people, both in Jerusalem and to the
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ends of the earth. In God’s sovereignty, he is able to accomplish his plans through the plans of
the enemy. God can direct the enemy’s plans for his own glory and purposes. The death of
Jesus would bring a much greater and eternal deliverance to God’s children. What a truth to
remind us to not lose hope!

1. What are some examples today of how those who reject God are making plans and
doing things in our country to try to destroy Jesus? Is this new, being something that’s
limited to our country and to our day and age?

2. While we don’t exactly know how God will use any one thing ahead of time, what can
we know through the truth of God’s sovereignty that we’re reminded of in this story?

3. Read Romans 8:28-39. How do these amazing verses connect to God’s work through
Caiaphas and the Jews in John 11? How does the truth of God’s sovereignty bring you
encouragement and comfort today? How should it shape our response to things in this
world that are disappointing and difficult for us to accept (election results, legislation,
legal rulings, etc.)?

Without cause, the world wants to destroy Jesus, but there are always hearts looking for
Jesus (53-57).

From that day forward, the Jews made the decision to do whatever it took to kill Jesus.
They put the word out that they were looking for Jesus and that they planned to arrest him as
soon as they could get their hands on him. The Passover was near, and Jesus was waiting for
his time to offer himself as the Passover Lamb who takes away the sin of the world. As the
Passover approached, the question was, “Is Jesus going to show himself in Jerusalem?” With
the arrest and death threats that were public, would he risk coming to Jerusalem? The religious
leaders wanted Jesus to show up so that they could destroy him, but there were many others
who wanted Jesus to show up because they had a growing hope that he was their Messiah.
Two truths are captured in this moment that are important to remember. First, the sinful world
that rejects its Creator is always looking for a way to destroy Jesus; yet, there are always those
in this sinful world who are looking for their Lord and Savior, Jesus!  What a truth to remind us
to not lose hope!

1. Do you realize the truth that the world wants to destroy Jesus? How is this clearly seen
in our world today? Why is it important for believers to understand this reality?

2. Do you realize the truth that there are always those in this sinful world who are looking
for Jesus? What evidence do we have that this is also true today? Why is it important
for believers to understand this reality?

3. How should both of these truths shape the way we think about and approach the work
of the gospel through our church in our community and in the world?
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