
The Resurrection Power of Jesus
John 11:1-44

Main Point: Jesus is the Son of God who has the power to raise the dead to eternal life.

The claims of Jesus up to John 11 are incredible. Jesus not only claimed to be the Son
of God, but he claimed to be one with God (John 10:30, 38), even identifying himself by God’s
personal, covenant name: I AM (John 8:58). Jesus claimed to be the door or gate through
which one must enter to be saved and find rest in God’s pasture (John 10:9). Jesus also
claimed that he was the Good Shepherd who gave his life for his sheep and would give eternal
life to his sheep (John 10:11, 28). Jesus claimed to be the one who would raise up to eternal life
those who would believe and follow him (John 10:27-28). Are these claims true? If his claims
are true, then Jesus is truly the Son of God who is the Christ who came into the world to save
his people from their sin. If his claims aren’t true, then Jesus is a fraud and a lunatic. Can Jesus
back-up his claims? This is the question that John 11 answers.

God’s purposes are eternal and focused on growing faith in his Son, Jesus (1-16).
When Jesus and his disciples received word that Jesus’ good friend Lazarus was near

death, instead of leaving to immediately go to see and to heal Lazarus, Jesus waited for a
couple of days in the location where he and his disciples were, knowing that it would take even
more time to travel back over the Jordan to go to the location where Lazarus was. Why wait?
The story doesn’t mention that Jesus and his disciples had any pressing business that
necessitated the delay. Rather, we’re simply told this: “It is for the glory of God, so that the Son
of God may be glorified through it” (John 11:4). In fact, when Jesus knew that Lazarus had
died, he told his disciples that the death of Lazarus had happened for their sake so that they
may believe (John 11:14-15). In other words, Jesus’ delay and Lazarus’ death were connected
to bringing glory to God through revealing the Son of God in the world. God’s purpose was
eternal, and it was focused on growing faith in his Son, Jesus.

1. Martha and Mary wanted Jesus to come immediately, but Jesus didn’t. Why? What
does this story reveal about God’s timing in relationship to our requests?

2. When Lazarus died, could they see God’s purpose in Lazarus’ death? What should this
prompt us to consider when we find ourselves in similar situations where God didn’t
answer our request as we’d hoped?

3. God’s timing was focused on faith in Jesus. Is this still true today? How?

Christ’s claims are exclusive and demand a decision to believe (17-27).
- Jesus is the resurrection (25).
- Jesus is the life (25).
- All who believe in Jesus will never die (25-26).
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When Jesus arrived, Lazarus had been in the tomb for four days. All hope was lost, and
the question on the hearts of Lazarus’ sisters was “why didn’t Jesus come sooner?” If Jesus
had only come earlier, he could have healed Lazarus and kept him from dying. If Jesus had
only come sooner, this whole situation would have been different that day. However, Martha’s
faith still had a glimmer of hope. She knew that God the Father listened to his Son. She knew
that whatever Jesus asked, God would hear and would give. So Jesus responded to her in a
powerful way. He told her that he was “the resurrection and the life” (John 11:25). He told her
that all who believe in him will never die, and he asked her if she believed (John 11:25-26)! The
claims of Jesus aren’t new, but they are direct and exclusive. In Jesus Christ alone, there is
resurrection to life. In Jesus Christ alone, there is the promise that death is not death for the
one who believes. Martha’s confession is a beautiful response that is the right response even in
the midst of grief and loss: Martha believed in Jesus!

1. What does it mean that Jesus is the resurrection and the life?
2. How is it possible that belief leads to no death? People still die today, so what did

Jesus mean?
3. Who can you share this story with and present Jesus’ question to this week?

Christ’s compassion is genuine, understanding our struggles in this world (28-37).
Martha went to get Mary, and Mary’s words to Jesus mirror the earlier words of Martha.

Mary’s grief and heartache over the death of Lazarus was powerful and Jesus was not
unmoved. In the midst of this grief and in the longing of the Lord for the hearts of those he
loved to be strengthened in faith, Jesus wept. What a powerful moment that reminds us of the
love and the sacrifice of our God! Jesus the Son of God left heaven to come to earth. He took
on flesh and became truly man so that he could stand in our place and die in our place for sin.
While truly man, Jesus remained truly God, and he experienced the realities and the struggles
that we experience in this fallen, sinful world. His compassion is genuine because of his
sacrifice in coming to live a sinless life in our place in order to die the atoning death for our sin.
What a God we serve! What a love that is beyond comprehension! O the depth and width and
height of the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord! We have a God who understands our
struggles and whose compassion for us is genuine.

1. Because Jesus took on flesh (born; grew from an infant to an adult; faced temptations
like us; experienced the fallenness and hurts of this world; etc.), he understands us!
How does the compassion of Jesus help you relate to God? Does he understand what
you’re feeling and what you may be faced with in your situation in life?

Christ’s words are confirmed in his works: He can raise the dead to eternal life (38-44)!
There’s only one way to prove that Jesus has power over death, and there’s only one

way to confirm that Jesus is the resurrection and the life. Jesus must resurrect Lazarus from
the dead. This resurrection is different from others. Lazarus has been in the tomb for four days!
He didn’t just die moments ago. He didn’t just die that day. Lazarus has been dead for days.
The smell of death would be powerful by this point, but that is only if Lazarus was still dead.
Jesus commanded that the tomb be opened, and calling to Lazarus, the one who was dead
rose up and came out of the tomb alive! The miracle of the moment overshadowed the pain of
the past few days. The result accomplished God’s purpose. Jesus was glorified as the Son of
God who has the power to raise the dead to eternal life!

1. Why is the resurrection of Lazarus so significant? What does it undeniably reveal about
the identity of Jesus?

2. Read Ephesians 2:1-10. How do these verses remind you of the story of Lazarus?
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