
One
John 10:22-42

Main Point: Jesus the Son and God the Father are One!

The words and works of Jesus make it clear that he is the Christ (22-26).
- Those who don’t believe aren’t sheep of the Good Shepherd (26).

During the time of Hanukkah (Feast of Dedication), Jesus found himself once again
confronted by the Jews. This time, they were growing impatient and wanted Jesus to clearly tell
them whether or not he was the Messiah. Jesus had already answered this question many
times over, and if his words weren’t already enough, the works of Jesus also testified to the
obvious fact that he was the Messiah, the Son of God who was the long-awaited Son of Man.
What more evidence did they need? Jesus claimed to be the Messiah and Jesus clarified that
the Messiah was the very Son of God who was indeed the Great I AM! The works of Jesus
supported this truth as he had displayed his sovereign power over demons, disease, nature,
and more. But the Jews didn’t believe Jesus. How could their unbelief be possible? Jesus told
them that their unbelief was the result of one simple fact: They weren’t his sheep. Those who
aren’t sheep of the Good Shepherd don’t believe the words and the works of Jesus. They can’t
see the clear truth in front of them. They won’t accept the obvious words and works of Jesus.

1. If the Jews who stood in the presence of Jesus – hearing his words and seeing his
works – didn’t believe, how could anyone believe? What does this tell us about belief or
faith in Jesus? What does it tell us about the deceitfulness of the sinful human heart?

2. Jesus answered the Jews’ question by emphasizing the fact that their question had
been answered! Looking back through John 1-9, what words of Jesus answered their
question? What works of Jesus answered their question?

3. Jesus told them that they weren’t his sheep. Do you know someone who isn’t a sheep
of Jesus? Pray for them right now in your group, asking for God’s mercy in their life.

Sheep of the Good Shepherd believe, hear, and follow Jesus (26-27).
In contrast to those who aren’t his sheep, Jesus provides the picture of what his sheep

look like. The sheep of the Good Shepherd believe Jesus! Rather than discounting and trying to
reframe the words and the works of Jesus, sheep believe the words and the works of Jesus.
The sheep of the Good Shepherd hear the voice of their Shepherd. They know their Shepherd’s
voice just as he knows them as his sheep. The sheep of the Good Shepherd follow Jesus. In
faith, they hear and believe his words and follow him as their direction in life. What a powerful
picture of the glorious grace of God. He knows his sheep. He calls to his sheep, who hear and
know his voice, and his sheep follow after him. The words of Jesus would not have been lost
on the Jews that day. They understood what he was saying, and they no doubt drew the
parallel to the Old Testament picture of God as the Shepherd of Israel. Today, let’s not let the
words of Jesus slip by us! Are you a sheep of the Good Shepherd?
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1. Sheep hear the voice of their Shepherd. Discuss this practical illustration. What does it
mean? Who can hear the voice of Jesus? Who can understand his words and his work?

2. Sheep follow their Shepherd. Discuss this practical illustration. What does it mean?
Who follows Jesus?

3. Are you a sheep of the Good Shepherd? Praise him for the miracle of hearing and for
the gift of following! How do you do these things daily in your life as a Christian?

Sheep of the Good Shepherd are given eternal life that no-one can take away (28-29).
Jesus went on to provide a profound promise to his sheep. Those who hear his voice

and follow are given the gift of eternal life by the Good Shepherd who laid down his life for his
sheep! And because this gift of eternal life is something that’s given by the Son, there’s a
wonderful promise that’s attached to it: “No one will snatch them out of my hand . . . the
Father’s hand” (vv. 28-29). Eternal life is a gift from the Lord through his Son Jesus, and since
there’s no one more powerful than God, there’s no-one who can take that gift away from the
one who receives it from God. The sheep of the Good Shepherd are given eternal life that
no-one can take away!

1. There are many people who believe that someone can lose their salvation if they sin and
don’t ask for forgiveness, etc. What do the words of Jesus in these verses say about
the possibility of losing your salvation?

2. Those who say you can lose your salvation often believe that because they believe you
earn your salvation by your effort (praying a prayer, walking the aisle, etc.). If you earn it,
then you can lose it. In verse 28, is salvation earned or given? Who gives the gift of
salvation? Why is this significant?

3. Jesus said that no-one can snatch his sheep from his hand. He said that’s the same
case with the Father too! If you’re in the hands of Jesus, you’re in the hands of the
Father, and there’s no-one more powerful than him! How does this truth give you joy
today? How does it strengthen your assurance and rest in your salvation?

The promises of Jesus are sure since the Son and Father are one (30).
- Sin is no basis to reject the sinless Son of God (31-33).
- Blasphemy is no basis to reject the Son of God (34-36).
- The works of the Son are obviously the works of the Father (37-42).

Once again, the Jews are ready to kill Jesus. There’s no logical basis for their hate!
Jesus hasn’t sinned in any way in the things that he’s done: His works. And Jesus knew that
their accusation of blasphemy was ridiculous on two counts. First, their own law recognized
the functional title to those who received the word of God, and more specifically, Jesus was the
one who was consecrated and sent from the Father for this very purpose. He was the Son of
God who was God himself! Finally, Jesus continued to urge them to believe. If for no other
reason, they should believe because of his works! What they saw Jesus do was clearly the
work of God. Jesus was the fulfillment of all that the prophets and John the Baptist proclaimed.
So while the Jewish leaders persisted in unbelief, with their hearts set on killing Christ, many
others continued to believe that Jesus was the Messiah.

1. In what ways does Jesus state and reinforce that he and the Father are one in these
verses?

2. How does the oneness of the Son and the Father impact the right response to Jesus?
3. Why do people still today reject and hate (even to death) Christ and those who are his

sheep? How is this possible considering his words and his works?
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