
Living for God in Difficult Days
James 5:1-12

Main Point: Live for God and not for yourself in this world.

Don’t exploit others for your own comfort and pleasure (1-6).
Many people look at those who are rich and long for the luxuries and the pleasures that

they assume the rich enjoy. These verses remind us that wealth and the things of the world that
money affords are all temporary. They are the things – like Jesus said – that “moth and rust
destroy” and that “thieves break in and steal” (Matthew 6:19). James echoed these words of
Jesus, and he also pointed to the motives that are often found deep in the heart of the rich.
Sometimes in the accumulation of wealth and in the protection of wealth, the rich exploit others
for their own luxuries and self-indulgences. In the language of the New Testament, these two
words are similar in meaning. Luxuries are comforts and pleasures. They are the things that go
beyond what we need. Self-indulgences are also connected to pleasures in life, but
self-indulgence is the idea of the unrestrained or excessive pursuit of pleasure. From slavery to
endentured servants to sweat shops, people have always exploited others in the pursuit of
wealth. From brothels to prostitution to pornography, people have always exploited others in the
pursuit of pleasure. We could go on and on, but the point of these verses is to warn those who
are exploiting others for their own comfort and pleasure. The warning is simple: Those who do
such things are like cattle at a feedlot being fattened for the slaughter. The Lord hears the cries
of the oppressed!

1. Compared to much of the world, the United States is quite rich. We enjoy many things
that would be considered luxuries (not necessities). What are some of the luxuries that
we enjoy? Make a list.

2. Self-indulgence is the unrestrained or excessive pursuit of pleasure. In what ways are
people in our community tempted with self-indulgence? Think broadly. How have you
been tempted with self-indulgence in your life?

3. Read 2 Corinthians 9:11. What does God mean by “in every way?” How does this truth
help us to properly understand the purpose of the wealth and luxuries we enjoy today?

4. In our lives here today, what are some ways that people support – intentionally or
unintentionally – the exploitation of others for their luxuries and self-indulgence? Are
you unintentionally exploiting others for the luxuries in your life? What should you do?

Live steadfast for the Lord, waiting on his return (7-12).
- Be patient, knowing the Lord is at work in the world.
- Establish your heart for the Lord.
- Don’t grumble against each other.
- Remain steadfast in suffering.
- Know that God is compassionate and merciful.
- Don’t make oaths against what belongs to the Lord.
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In the face of such exploitation in the world, what should a believer do as he or she waits
for the Lord to return? James provided some important direction for living for God in difficult
times, and he started with an important reminder: Be patient! As we wait for the Lord’s return, be
patient, knowing that the Lord is at work in this world, preparing for his return. Like the farmer
who waits on the early and the late rains that are needed for the crop to be produced, so we
must wait patiently on the Lord. And because the Lord is coming again soon – and your
tomorrows are in his hands – there’s no time for indecision in your heart. Establish your heart for
the Lord now, knowing that the day of the Lord is at hand. At the Lord’s return, we want to be
found faithful and not fighting. Don’t grumble against one another as believers, but love one
another as we focus our lives on the Lord’s work. Even in suffering, remember the example of
Job and the prophets who remained steadfast in their commitment to the Lord. Follow their
example in faith, knowing that the Lord is compassionate and merciful. Finally, don’t take oaths
on what only belongs to the Lord. You can’t swear by heaven or earth or even your life! All of
these things belong to the Lord. All you have is the integrity of your life, so let your “yes” and
“no” be enough. That’s all that’s needed for those who speak the truth and live as a faithful
servant of the Lord. Live steadfast for the Lord, waiting on his return.

1. Read and discuss all six of the characteristics of living steadfast for the Lord that are
found in these verses.

2. Are you struggling with any of these things in your heart today? Do an honest
assessment of your heart towards the Lord and your relationship with your brothers and
sisters in Christ. Share, and pray for one another.

3. Why do you think James emphasized the importance of not making oaths or swearing
on things in the world? What’s sinful about that? Why should your “yes” and “no” be
enough?

4. This week, can you share these characteristics of living steadfast for the Lord with
someone? Who? Discuss how you can share God’s Word this week, and then pray for
each other for the Lord to prepare hearts and to help you share his truth effectively.
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