
Leave It to the Lord
James 4:11-17

Main Point: Live for God by not trying to take God’s place in your life.

Don’t put yourself in God’s place as the final judge of others (11-12).
Verses 11 and 12 are sometimes misunderstood to mean that we should never deal with

sin or call out sin in the life of another believer. This isn’t the case. That interpretation would not
be consistent with the rest of Scripture. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus told us to deal with
our own sin so that we could then help others deal with the sin in their lives (Mt. 7:1-6). In Jesus’
instruction to his disciples, he laid out a process of dealing with sin in the church, moving from
one-on-one to involving a few others to involving the church (Mt. 18:15-17). In Paul’s counsel to
pastor Timothy, Paul commanded Timothy to follow Jesus’ instruction on those who persist in
sin (1 Tim. 5:20). So from these verses and others, we know that James 4:11-12 are not
prohibiting believers from dealing with sin or calling out sin in each other’s lives. The prohibition,
however, is against “speaking evil” about another believer. In other words, believers shouldn’t
pass final judgment, condemning and sentencing someone else to a final judgment or
condemnation for sin. God is the only judge. God is the only one who has the authority to pass
judgment and to execute an eternal sentence. In the church, we deal with sin for the purpose of
restoration, always with the view towards repentance and reconciliation. We confront sin with
the gospel, and call on those in sin to repent. Who are you to judge? Don’t put yourself in God’s
position as the final judge of others.

1. Do you ever try to take God’s place in your life by passing final judgment on others?
Perhaps in your heart you’ve said something like “I’m done with them; they’re never
going to change. They’re hopeless.” What’s wrong with this attitude?

2. What should be your desire in dealing with sin in the life of other believers? Read the
passages listed above, and answer these additional questions:

a. Should we deal with sin in the lives of others? Why?
b. How do we deal with sin in the lives of others?
c. What’s the process in Matthew 18 for dealing with sin in the church?

Don’t put yourself in God’s place as the one who determines your future (13-16).
Through James, the Lord also reminded believers not to be arrogant and presumptive

about the future. Making our own plans about what you want to do and what you want to
accomplish in the future – without recognizing the Lord – is arrogant and presumptive. James
said that we ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.” In other words, the
right way to look at our future is through the lens of God’s will, understanding that the rest of
today and any tomorrows are in his hands! Additionally, if the Lord is the one who gives us each
day of our lives, then his plans for our lives – the this and that of our future – matters most! So
don’t put yourself in God’s position as the one who determines your future, but plan for your
future through submitting to and praying for God’s will for your future. The gift of life today and
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tomorrow is in God’s hands. God’s will for your today and tomorrow is far greater than anything
else you could plan! Simply put, live for God by not trying to take God’s place in your life.

1. Do you ever try to take God’s place in your life by planning your future without
considering God’s will for your future? Give examples if this has happened in the past or
if it’s happening today. What’s wrong with this?

2. Have you ever surrendered to God’s will for your life for today and for the tomorrows
that he may provide? Discuss how you can do that today.

3. How can you know God’s will? Use Scripture to answer this question.

Don’t sin by failing to do what you know you should do (17).
We often think about sin as the things we do (covet, lie, steal, murder, lust, etc.), but did

you know that we can also sin through the things we don’t do (worship, serve, give, share,
forgive, go, etc.)? For the one who knows the right thing to do yet fails to do it, that person has
sinned by failing to do what they know they should do. These sins are often called “sins of
omission:” Rather than a sin of commission (something committed), they are sins of omission
(something omitted). Through James, the Lord has provided us with a lot of wisdom in practical
ways to live for him in our lives. We know what to do, so what happens if we fail to do it? Don’t
sin by failing to do what you know you should do.

1. Just from this lesson today, what are some things that you know you should do? Make
a list, and share.

2. What are some sins of omission that you need to confess and repent of in your life?
Share, and pray together.

3. How does this reminder of sin – even in what we don’t do – lead you to praise the Lord
for his grace through Jesus Christ? Take time to thank God for his grace through Jesus,
and challenge each other to live faithfully for the Lord by his grace in Christ!

Sermon - August 14, 2022 2


