
Wisdom for Fighting Worldliness
James 4:1-17

Main Point: The only way to live for God in the world is to live for God alone!

You can’t live for the world and for God (1-5).
The right rhetorical questions from the Lord can tear the veil that sometimes hides sin in

our lives, keeping us from seeing what’s there. The Lord has a way of revealing the truth that’s
hidden in our hearts, and speaking through James, God asked some important rhetorical
questions in verses 1-5. His questions revealed that quarrels and fights in the church don’t
come from God; these things come from sin in the lives of God’s people in the church.
Unanswered prayers don’t come from an uninterested and incapable God; unanswered prayers
come from the selfish and sinful motives in the heart of the one praying. In fact, God won’t put
up with or bless mixed allegiances in the hearts of his people. With God, there’s only one option:
You must live for him and for him alone. Trying to be friends with the world and with God doesn’t
work. A friend of the world is an enemy of God. You can’t live for the world and for God.

1. Ask the questions that James asked in verses 1-5. Take time to answer these
questions, sharing and discussing the answers in your small group.

2. Have you ever asked God for something from a selfish motive? How do we identify that
problem in our hearts? How can we protect against this in our prayers?

3. What does friendship with the world mean? What does it look like? What does
friendship with God mean? What does it look like?

4. Why is friendship with the world incompatible with friendship with God? Are you
struggling with friendship with the world? How? What do you need to do to fix this issue
in your life?

You can live for God alone (6-10).
- Submit to God (7a).
- Resist the Devil (7b).
- Draw near to God (8a).
- Repent of your sin (8b-9).
- Humble yourself before God (10).

While you can’t live for the world and for God, you can live for God by his grace, which is
always more than enough! The key to receiving God’s grace is the position of our hearts before
the Lord. God won’t bless pride and arrogance, but he’ll pour out his grace to the humble.
Through James, the Lord gave us several commands in verses 7-10, and these commands are
the key to living for God alone in our lives. First, submission to God is where it starts. The only
proper place for us to be in relationship to God is in submission or subjection to God, placing
ourselves under his authority to obey him in our lives. Second, resistance is where victory is
won in the battle temptation from Satan. God promises that as we resist the devil, he will flee
from us, meaning that there is a way to victory over Satan for the believer. Third, drawing near
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to God comes with the promise that he will draw near to us! How do you grow in your faith and
in your walk in the Lord? Pursue God, and he will draw near to you. Fourth, repent of your sin.
Repentance in these verses points to a heart that’s truly repentant over sin (mourning and
weeping) and a life that truly turns from sin (cleansing your hands and heart). Fifth, humble
yourself before the Lord. The place where everything changes is the position of humility before
God. This is where the Lord intervenes to lift us up! What a wonderful promise and gift from our
wonderful Lord! By God’s grace, you can live for him.

1. Read each command in verses 7-10. Talk about what each command means.
2. What does submission to God look like in your life on a daily – moment to moment –

basis?
3. How do we resist the devil? What are some keys to doing this in our lives?
4. How do we draw close to God? What are some practical ways that the Lord has

provided for us to draw close to him on a daily and weekly basis, both individually and
together?

5. Is there anything in your life that you need to repent of today? Take these verses home.
Ask the Lord to examine your life, and repent and humble yourself before God today. He
will raise you up!

You live for God by not trying to take God’s place in your life (11-17).
- Don’t put yourself in God’s position as the final judge of others (11-12).
- Don’t put yourself in God’s position as the one who holds your future (13-17).

Verses 11 and 12 are sometimes misunderstood to mean that we should never deal with
sin or call out sin in the life of another believer. This isn’t the case. That interpretation won’t be
consistent with the rest of Scripture (Mt. 7:1-6; Mt. 18:15-17; 1 Tim. 5:20, etc.), and it misses
what these verses themselves say. The prohibition is “speaking evil” against another believer. In
other words, believers shouldn’t pass final judgment, condemning and sentencing another
believer to a final judgment for their sin. God is the only judge. God is the only one who has the
authority to pass judgment and to execute an eternal sentence. In the church, we deal with sin
for the purpose of restoration, always with the view towards repentance and reconciliation. Don’t
put yourself in God’s position as the final judge of others. Through James, the Lord also
reminded believers not to be arrogant and presumptive about the future. Rather than making
our own plans about what we want to do and to accomplish in the future, the Lord said that
believers ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.” In other words, don’t put
yourself in God’s position as the one who holds your future. The gift of life today and tomorrow
is in God’s hands. So if you live the rest of today and into tomorrow, then it’s by God’s will, which
means that God’s will for your tomorrow (the this and that of what you do in life) is what matters
most! Simply put, you live for God by not trying to take God’s place in your life. Now that you
know the right thing to do, do it, because failing to do it is sin.

1. Do you ever try to take God’s place in your life by passing final judgment on others?
What’s wrong with this? What should be your desire in dealing with sin in your life and
in the life of other believers? Discuss how you can do that.

2. Do you ever try to take God’s place in your life by planning your future without
considering God’s will for your future? What’s wrong with this? Have you ever
surrendered to God’s will for your life for today and for the tomorrows he provides?
Discuss how you can do that.
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