
Wisdom is Seen in Your Walk.
James 3:13-18

Main Point: If you have godly wisdom, it will be seen in godly conduct in your life.

James opened this section with a rhetorical question: “Who is wise and understanding
among you?” Hopefully, every believer would like to answer that question in a positive way.
“Yes, I’m trying to live my life in a way that’s wise and understanding for the Lord.” But how do
we know if we are living in a way that’s wise and understanding? James said someone’s
wisdom is simply and easily seen in their conduct. “By his good conduct let him show his works
in the meekness of wisdom.” So what does that look like, and what does it look like to live in a
way that’s unwise and without understanding? Verses 14-18 provide a clear answer to those
questions.

Worldly wisdom produces the fruit of sin (14-16):
- Jealousy,
- Selfish ambition,
- Disorder, and
- Vile practices.

James started by addressing what it looks like to live in a way that’s unwise and without
understanding. He points to motivations of the heart that create enmity and strife in relationships
and in the world. If someone has jealousy and selfish ambition in their heart, James said that
they shouldn’t boast and be false to the truth. In other words, he said that they shouldn’t fool
themselves and lie to others! The kind of worldly wisdom that creates jealousy and selfish
ambition isn’t spiritual in a godly sense; rather, it’s demonic. In fact, where jealousy and selfish
ambition exist, there’s all kinds of disorder and vile practices. It doesn’t take long to see this
truth in the reality of what we see in the world around us. Jealousy and selfish ambition ruin
marriages, lead to murders, start wars, and create all kinds of disorder and vile practices in the
world around us everyday. Worldly wisdom produces the fruit of sin. So don’t kid yourself if
these drive the motivations of your heart.

1. In what ways does the world value and promote selfish ambition? How does selfish
ambition promote sin in our lives? Why is selfish ambition anti-gospel?

2. In what ways do you see jealousy in the world? Have you ever been hurt – or hurt
others – because of jealousy? Why is jealousy anti-gospel?

3. James said that jealousy and selfish ambition lead to disorder and vile practices. Have
you experienced this in your life or seen this in the life of others? Discuss.

4. James also said that these things are demonic. What does this tell you about how to
address the problem? Can you address jealousy and selfish ambition with psychology
or medicine? What’s the only answer to the problem?
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Godly wisdom produces the fruit of the Spirit (17-18):
- Purity,
- Peacefulness,
- Gentleness,
- Reasonableness,
- Mercy,
- Impartiality,
- Sincerity, and
- Peace.

In contrast to earthly or worldly wisdom, James painted a picture of what godly wisdom
looks like, which is the kind of wisdom that comes from above. What does godly wisdom look
like? Maybe the better way to ask the question is “who” does godly wisdom look like? Godly
wisdom looks like God! Wisdom that comes from above is the kind of wisdom and
understanding that produces the fruit of the Spirit in the conduct of a believer. Godly wisdom is
seen in our lives when we display purity, peacefulness, gentleness, reasonableness, mercy,
impartiality, sincerity, and peace. All of these qualities are the qualities of God. None of these
qualities lead to sinfulness; rather, they produce righteousness. Instead of disorder and vile
practices, where these qualities exist there is order and righteousness. Godly wisdom produces
the fruit of the Spirit. It’s that simple, so do these things drive the motivation of your heart?

1. Take time to talk about each quality or characteristic that James points to that comes
from godly wisdom. First, define what each item means. Second, discuss what each
item looks like in practical ways in our lives.

2. Considering these products of godly wisdom, which one are you struggling with most
right now? Is there one that you really need the Lord to grow in your life at this time?
Share, and pray for one another.

The fruit of godly wisdom is increasing righteousness in your life (18).
Finally, James concluded by stating that there is “a harvest of righteousness” that’s

“sown in peace by those who make peace.” What a wonderful statement! The statement is rich
in gospel truth for the life of a believer and the work of the gospel. For one thing, the fruit of
godly wisdom is increasing righteousness in the life of a believer. There is a growing and
multiplying of righteousness in the life of the one who is at peace with God through Jesus and is
making peace through the sowing of the seeds of the gospel and the work of making disciples of
Jesus in this world. Godly wisdom leads to righteousness in the life of the one who conducts
their life in a way that’s wise and understanding.

1. What does the harvest of righteousness look like in your life? Encourage one another
with testimonies about how God has changed you and grown his righteousness in you
through Christ.

2. What does the harvest of righteousness look like through your life? Who do you need to
share the gospel with this week? Perhaps you need to share this passage with someone
this week, helping them to look at their lives and really see the reality of their need for
Jesus. Discuss, and encourage one another in sowing seeds of the gospel this week.
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