
Preparing for Small Group: Read the passage below, and answer the following questions.
(1) What do these verses tell me about God?
(2) What do these verses tell me about sinful humanity?
(3) What do these verses tell me about Jesus?
(4) What does God want me to know?
(5) What does God want me to do?
____________________________________________________________________________

“A Faith that Works”
James 2:14-26

Main Point: Faith that leads to God’s work in our lives is a faith that works.

Truths about a faith that works:
A faith in Jesus that doesn’t lead to the work of Jesus is a faith that doesn’t work (14-17).

If faith is the key to salvation, then having saving faith is a key question to answer. What 
is a faith that saves? James raised this question in these verses, and his answer was simple 
and direct. If someone says that they have faith in Jesus, then the reality of their faith should be 
seen in their works: In what they do! The example James used shows the uselessness of empty 
words that fail to meet immediate and real needs. In other words, it’s useless to say that you 
have faith in Jesus while at the same time failing to display that faith in the way that you live 
your life. The conclusion is logical and powerful, which is that faith without works is dead. Faith 
that doesn’t lead to the work of Jesus is a faith that doesn’t work.
1. Is it important to question whether someone has a faith that saves? How would you do this 

in love? How would you describe saving faith to someone?
2. Why does James use the illustration of someone in need? What does your actions towards 

those in need say about your faith?
3. Do you know someone who says that they are a Christian but whose life doesn’t show any 

evidence of following Jesus? What should you say to them?
4. Take time to pray for these individuals, and hold yourselves accountable to share at your 

next small group meeting about your efforts to talk to these individuals about saving faith.

A faith that works shows others our faith in Jesus as Lord in our lives (18-19).
A counter argument to James, according to verse 18, is that faith and works are 

somehow two different things that aren’t necessarily connected. James’ response answers this 
argument clearly. For James, works is the evidence of the reality of faith in the life of a believer. 
Without works, there is no evidence of saving faith in Jesus Christ as Lord. In fact, James went 
on to reinforce this truth by pointing out that even the demons believe in Jesus! Demons don’t 
deny the existence of Jesus, but while they completely believe in him, they totally fail to 
surrender to him. This is the fundamental difference between a faith that works and one that 
doesn’t. Only a faith that has surrendered to the Lordship of Jesus is saving faith, and if Jesus is 
Lord, then his Lordship will be seen in a life that works for him.
1. Why do some want to argue that faith is something that's sort of disconnected from the rest 

of life? Have you ever thought like this, or do you know someone who does? Share, and 
discuss.
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2. Faith and works are necessarily connected. Do agree with this statement? Why, or why not? 
How does verse 18 speak into this issue?

3. Read verse 19. What does this verse reveal about faith? There’s certainly a level of 
intellectual agreement with truth that’s required in faith, but is that enough? What is the 
difference between the faith of a follower of Jesus and a demon?

A faith that works lives by faith that God will do what he says he will do (20-26).
James continued to make his case for a faith that works by pointing to the Old 

Testament, using Abraham and Rahab as examples of individuals whose faith led them to taking 
action in faith. For both of these Old Testament examples, it was their faith that justified them 
before God, but it was their actions in faith that justified their faith to others. Isaac knew the faith 
of his father and discovered the faithfulness of his Lord when Abraham was faithful to put him on 
the altar, trusting in God’s deliverance and provision. The Israelites knew the faith of Rahab 
when she was willing to risk her life and family to deliver the spies to safety. In all of these 
examples, the point is clear: Faith always leads to a life that lives by faith that God will do what 
he says that he will do.
1. Read these verses, and discuss why and how these two examples are used to explore the 

connection between faith and works.
2. Read verse 22-23 again. What does God’s Word say? How do these verses reveal 

important realities about the connection between faith and works?
3. Based on verse 26, what is the difference between a living faith and dead faith? Do you see 

evidence of a living faith in your lives? How?
4. In interpreting Scripture, it’s important to interpret each passage within the context of the 

paragraph, chapter, book, testament, and all of Scripture. What are the dangers of not doing 
that when it comes to these verses? What is the important of the gospel in rightly 
understanding these verses in James?
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