
What’s the Fruit of Your Faith?
James 2:14-26

Main Point: Saving faith always leads to the work of God in the life of a believer.

The evidence of saving faith is a life that produces the fruit of saving faith (14-16).
James stated that the evidence of saving faith was a life that produced the fruit of saving

faith. The question he asked is a powerful question: “Can that faith save him?” This question
points to the reality that there is a faith or belief that saves, and there’s one that doesn’t. There’s
a faith that works, and there’s one that doesn’t. The faith that saves is a faith that leads to the
work of God in the believer’s life. The example that James pointed to is practical and important.
If someone needs food and clothing, just giving them a word of encouragement doesn’t do
much good. In order for that word of encouragement to be useful, you need to also give the
person the food and clothing that they need to survive. Likewise, the evidence of saving faith is
a life that produces the fruit of saving faith.

1. Discuss the questions that James asked in verse 14. How does the illustration in verses
15-16 answer his questions? Do you agree? Why?

2. What are some of the works that we should see in the life of someone who has saving
faith? Try to make a list based on “works” that are commanded for believers in the
Scriptures. Take time to reflect on these in your life.

3. Do you have a saving faith? What’s the evidence?

A faith that doesn’t produce fruit is dead (17).
James declared that a faith that doesn’t produce fruit is dead. This is the logical

conclusion to what he’s already stated about a saving faith. Works aren’t required to earn God’s
forgiveness and salvation, but works are the result of God’s gracious salvation through the gift of
faith in Jesus Christ. If someone’s faith isn’t producing the work of God in their life, then James
declared emphatically that the faith of that person is dead! A faith that doesn’t produce fruit is
dead.

1. Do you know someone whose faith is dead? They may claim to be a “Christian,” but
there’s no fruit of obedience to God in their life? Pray for them.

2. How would you use this passage in James to talk to someone who says they believe in
Jesus but doesn’t show any evidence of doing the work of God?

A living faith will produce the fruit of faith (18-25).
- Even demons believe in God (19).
- Faith motivates works (22).
- Works confirm faith (23).

James said that a living faith will produce the fruit of faith. In fact, he argued that faith
can’t be seen or realized in our lives apart from works. Works are the evidence or the product of
true, saving faith. In continuing to make the distinction between a faith or belief that saves and
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one that doesn’t, James emphasized that even demons believe in God. Demons know who
Jesus is: The Son of God! Their faith or belief isn’t a saving faith, because their works display
the reality that they are not surrendered to the Lord. They know who he is, but they reject his
authority. James went on to argue that faith motivated the works of God’s people. Faith and
works work together, like two sides of the same coin. True faith is always coupled to the true
work of God. Likewise, James argued that the works of God’s people confirmed their faith.
Abraham was counted righteous by faith, but his faith was confirmed through his works. All of
this adds up to an important reminder: A living faith will produce the fruit of faith.

1. James said that even demons believe! What’s wrong with their faith? Why aren’t they
saved? Now apply that to our faith. What’s the key between a faith that saves and one
that doesn't?

2. In verse 22, how do we see that faith is the motivator of works in the life of a believer?
How does your faith motivate you to do the work of God?

3. In verse 23, how do we see that works is the confirmation of the faith of a believer?
How do your works confirm your faith in the Lord?

A dead faith can't produce the fruit of faith (26).
James said that a dead faith doesn’t produce the fruit of faith. The comparison he used

is that of the body and soul. A body without the soul is dead. It’s a body that can’t move and a
mind that can’t think. Similarly, a person without true saving faith can’t produce the true works of
God. Without the presence of Spirit, the fruit of the Spirit can’t be produced. This is an important
analogy. Some argue that James teaches that we need both faith and works to be justified, but
this final comparison makes it clear that this isn’t what James is saying. What James is saying is
that just as the soul brings life to the body, enabling it to move and the mind to think, so saving
faith brings life, enabling the believer to do the works of God. A living faith is seen in the works
of faith in a believer’s life. On the other hand, a dead faith simply can’t produce the fruit of faith.

1. Discuss the body and soul analog that James used. How does this correlate to faith and
works?

2. What about false teachers and those who claim to heal and to do other miracles in
Jesus’ name? How do we understand and explain the “works” of those who don’t have
saving faith? Use the Bible to answer these questions.
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