
The Sin of Partiality
James 2:1-13

Main Point: Partiality is not acceptable in the Church.

God is impartial. Our acceptance is not determined by our wealth, ethnicity, or station in
life. All stand equal before Christ (1).

James wrote this book to a primarily Jewish Christian audience early in the first century.
In this letter, he warns his readers of various errors of doctrine and practice that were prevalent
with his audience. One of these, as is common in all human institutions, is the practice of
partiality or favoritism in dealings with one another, even in the church. Indeed, it is counter to
God’s character as revealed in the totality of Scripture.

1. Read Deut 10:7 and Rom 2:9-11. How do these passages shed light upon the character
of God with regard to partiality?

2. Read Acts 10:34-35, and discuss the revelation that Peter had with relation to the
impartiality of God.

We, as members of His Church, must not exhibit partiality or favoritism as we live out our
faith in Christ (2-7).

In his very direct style, James clearly expressed that the practice of partiality/favoritism is
incompatible with faith in our Glorious Lord Jesus. If our God and Savior shows no partiality, and
our goal in Him is to become more and more like Him (Col 1:9-10), then we also must seek to
eliminate this very human practice from our lives as we grow in our faith. Indeed, the practice of
partiality can lead us away from God’s plan and direction for us.

1. Read Eph 6:5-9. Paul addresses believers with very diverse “stations” in life. How does
he address their standing before the Lord?

2. Read 1 Sam 16:6-7. How does this verse highlight our propensity to judge superficially?
What are the results of our partiality?

3. What is your experience with favoritism within our culture today? How should we
respond?

Favoritism violates God’s command on how we should treat each other: “Love your
neighbor as yourself” (2:8-13).

James used a summation of God’s Law, concerning our treatment of others, first found in
Leviticus 19:18, that is very familiar to his reader. Indeed, our Lord Jesus referenced it as well
when tested by the Pharisees in Matthew 22. The references illustrate that partiality/favoritism is
sinful in that it is incompatible with God’s character and with His commands regarding how we
treat one another. In what appears to be a preemptive response to those who would minimize
the infraction, James pointed out in verses 10 and 11, that like other sin, any violation puts you
at odds with God.

1. Read Matt 22:37-39. How is the practice of partiality/favoritism sinful?
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2. Look at James 2:12-13. How can we live “under the law of liberty?”
3. Who do you know that is in need of a saving relationship with our Lord Jesus. Pray for

opportunities to witness to them this week.
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