
Enduring, Asking, and Seeking
James 1:2-12

Main Point: Living for God doesn’t exempt you from trials, but living for God grows you
through trials as God gives you wisdom and focus to live for him.

You can rejoice through trials because God uses trials to mature your faith (2-4).
James called believers to rejoice through trials because God uses trials to mature faith.

“Count it all joy,” James said. Those words aren’t normally seen in connection to the idea of
trials or difficulties in life. Regardless of the source of the trial or the level of significance of the
trial, believers should count it joy when they encounter trials. Why? The answer is important to
understand. Trials in your life test your faith. Whatever the trial is, it’s an opportunity to look to
and to trust God. Every trial pushes the faith of a believer to believe, especially when the
circumstances don’t seem to make sense or line-up with what’s easy to accept and to
understand. Additionally, the testing of your faith produces steadfastness in faith, which matures
a believer by filling their life with what’s needed in life to live for God in any circumstance and at
all times. As trials come and God shows himself faithful, the faith of the believer going through
the trial grows. As a result, you can rejoice through trials because God uses trials to mature your
faith.

1. Have any of you experienced this truth in your life? Allow two or three people to share a
testimony of a time that the Lord used a trial to mature their faith. Share the specific
way that God matured you, teaching you more about himself and growing you to look
more like Christ through the trial.

2. Do you know someone who is going through a difficult trial at this time? How could you
share this passage and your testimony with them this week as a way to encourage them
in the midst of their trial?

3. James talked about trials of various kinds. What are some small trials that you deal with
often in your life? Share, and encourage each other.

In faith, ask God for wisdom, and he will give you wisdom (5-8).
- Those who waver back-and-forth in their faith are unstable in their walk.

James urged believers to ask God for wisdom, trusting that God would give them
wisdom, but he also reminded them that they must ask God in faith. James reinforced that
people who waver back-and-forth in their faith are unstable in all their ways. In other words, our
faith impacts the way we live our lives. Living for God requires faith, and faith demands prayer,
asking God for what we need. These words remind us of the words of Jesus in Matthew 7. In
verses 7-8, Jesus called on his disciples to ask, to seek, and to knock. For those who ask,
Jesus said that they would receive. The promise of God through James was the application of
the words of Jesus to godly wisdom in the life of a believer. If you need wisdom, ask! God will
give you the wisdom to know what to do. However, James also reminded the believers that
those who waiver in their faith, going back-and-forth from trusting to not trusting, are unstable
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in all their ways. A waiving faith leads to a wavy walk! So in fatih, ask God for wisdom, and he
will give you wisdom. But remember, those who waver back-and-forth in their faith are unstable
in their walk.

1. What is wisdom? Define wisdom in your group, and then talk about the ways that you
need wisdom every day. What are some practical things each day that require wisdom
to live for God?

2. These verses are a promise! God will give you wisdom if you ask him for wisdom. Do
you ask God for wisdom? How do you do that? How often should you do that?

3. In thinking about the person you prayed for earlier, who was going through a trial, how
can you help point them to the Lord by encouraging them to ask God for wisdom?

Those who only pursue worldly riches gain nothing of lasting value (9-11).
James reminded believers that lasting riches are found in Christ and that riches in this

world are temporary, which means that a life in pursuit of riches has no lasting value. In fact, a
believer’s reason to boast has nothing to do with their worldly riches. The lowly have reason to
boast in their exaltation in Christ, and the rich have reason to boast in their humiliation because
of what they have in Christ! Worldly riches are like flowers that are here today and gone
tomorrow, so a life that’s consumed with the pursuit of worldly wealth accumulates nothing of
eternal value. A rich man’s pursuits fade away after his life on this earth. These words draw us
back to Matthew 6, where Jesus talked of the lilies of the field and how the Lord provides what
his children need as they pursue or seek after righteousness above all else in life. Jesus
encouraged believers to store up heavenly treasures that can’t be destroyed or stolen. The
reminder is so important for us today: Those who only pursue worldly riches gain nothing of
lasting value.

1. Read verses 9-10. Talk about what these verses mean and how the place or position for
boasting changes for believers.

2. What are you pursuing? Does anyone have a testimony of a time in their life when they
were pursuing worldly riches above all else? Why doesn’t pursuing earthly riches bring
any gain of lasting value?

3. How do these verses in James correspond to Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 6? Do you
know someone who is consumed with storing up worldly riches? Pray for them and for
an opportunity to share what the Lord is teaching you through James 1 today.

Those who keep the faith through trials receive the eternal reward (12).
James said that those who keep the faith through trials receive the eternal reward in

Christ. What’s the proof of true faith? Perseverance is the proof! A faith that endures to the end
– through all the trials in life – is a faith that is true, and the destination is worth the difficulties
and trials of the journey. There’s an eternal reward for those who live for God in this life until the
very end of this life on earth. As Jesus said in Matthew 6, there’s a reward that can’t be
destroyed or stolen. It’s a heavenly reward for those who pursue the Lord in their lives. What a
powerful truth to strengthen tried and tired souls: Those who keep the faith through trials
receive the eternal reward.

1. God’s promise is that there is blessing for the one who endures in the faith through trials
in life. How is this promise a motivation and an encouragement for us today?

2. What is the crown of life? What’s the imagery here that James is alluding to, and today,
how does this prize encourage endurance in our faith?

3. The crown of life is the promise to those who love God! Do you love God? How is living
for God connected to the reality of your love for God?
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