
“Hot Topics: Artificial Intelligence (AI)”
Genesis 3 & Psalm 139

Sinful desire will drive the inevitable direction of artificial intelligence.
● Sinful desire wants to be like God, knowing what God knows (Genesis 3:1-6).
● Sinful desire wants to be free from the guilt of sin (Genesis 3:7-13).
● Sinful desire wants to end the curse and grasp immortality (Genesis 3:14-24).

Today, narrow AI is everywhere. Narrow AI is programming that enables computers to mimic
human intelligence on a specific task. From self-driving cars to medical diagnosis to online
shopping to social media marketing and on-and-on, we interact daily with narrow AI in the
world in which we live. Without a doubt, this type of AI is doing much good, increasing driver
safety features and accident prevention technology; leading to faster medical diagnoses;
making shopping and your online experience more personalized; etc. However, there is also a
darker side of narrow AI. Many jobs in sectors such as finance have been replaced by
computers that can accomplish the same tasks more efficiently. The privacy of many people
has been compromised as companies and hackers exploit data for personal gain. The use of AI
has been a primary tool for social control in places like China, where citizens are monitored via
national video-surveillance, online activity, and even brain-wave monitoring of employees in
some companies and in some governmental sectors. And if this is true with narrow AI, how
much more will it be true with general AI, which is the yet to be realized point when AI achieves
a level of intelligence comparable to humans, being able to learn and to transfer intelligence
from one task to another. Some look forward to a day where AI will become self-aware and
surpass human intelligence, which is referred to as technological singularity. They envision a
day where AI is merged with humanity itself to make a new kind of human, who is far smarter,
healthier, and – one day – immortal. What’s happening here? It’s simple, and it’s nothing new.
It’s been happening since the Garden of Eden. Sinful desire is driving the direction of AI in this
sinful fallen world. This is just the newest attempt of sinful humanity to try to find a way to fix
the problem of sin apart from the solution of Jesus Christ.

1. Do you think the direction of AI desires to achieve a “god-like” knowledge, predicting
the future, understanding and influencing human behavior, etc.? Why, or why not? If so,
how do you already see some of this direction in narrow AI?

2. Ever since the garden, sinful humans have tried to get rid of God and redefine sin in an
attempt to be free from the guilt of sin. Do you think AI is being used to help discount
the concept of God? Do you think it’s being used to reshape the concept and definition
of sin? Why, or why not? If so, how?

3. Ever since the garden, sinful humans have also wanted to end the curse and grasp
immortality. From sickness to war to famine to natural disaster, people want to fix the
world (that God’s already promised to redeem!). Do you think AI is being used to try to
end the curse and grasp immortality? Why, or why not? If so, discuss how.
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Faith must drive the believer’s response to artificial intelligence.
● Have faith in God, who knows everything (Psalm 139:1-6, 17-18).
● Have faith in God, who is everywhere (Psalm 139:7-12).
● Have faith in God, who knows you and created you (Psalm 139:13-16).
● Have faith in God, who conquers and gives eternal life (Psalm 139:19-24).

In this Psalm, David revealed a heart that was turned from sin and turned to the Lord. The King
of Israel worshiped the King of kings, and the words of the Psalm remind us today of what true
intelligence is, which is what artificial intelligence can never be. The knowledge that artificial
intelligence is able to accomplish will never match the knowledge of the eternal, living God.
Thousands of years ago, David wasn’t under video surveillance and brain-wave monitoring. He
wasn’t being followed by GPS, tracking his every move and location. He didn’t have AI
algorithms attempting to predict his next word or purchase or move. God knew all of these
things perfectly and personally, and it was God who was with him, guiding and protecting him.
David didn’t need to know everything. He knew the God who knows everything! David also
understood that he couldn’t go anywhere to get away from the presence of God. He wasn’t
trying to hide from God like Adam and Eve. David was worshiping the God who leads him and
who holds him. David didn’t need an immersive environment to virtually be with God; God was
already with him! God was always with him, because God was everywhere! Yet another thing
David knew was that God was the one who created him and who knew him. David understood
the uniqueness of human life, which was made in the image of God! He marveled at the Lord’s
wisdom in the design of human life, and he worshiped at the thought of God’s foreknowledge
and sovereignty over David’s own life. David’s days were written before he was even formed in
his mother’s womb. This thought led him to burst out in praise to the God who sees and who
knows all things. Unlike AI, God’s knowledge isn’t limited to data input, but it’s unlimited, going
beyond the limits that the human mind can understand. Finally, David looks to the Lord for
justice and protection. God is the one who will make all things right, and David’s heart longs for
that and trusts God for that. All of these realities about God led David to the closing call of a
heart that’s submitted, ready to repent, and longing for the Lord’s way to everlasting life.

1. How is the knowledge of God far greater than any knowledge that would be possible by
a human or a hypothetical AI? Read verses 1-6 and 17-18, and discuss how God’s
Word answers this question. What does God “know” that a finite creation can never
know? How does this bring you confidence and peace?

2. How is the presence of God beyond any possible scenario for a human, a hypothetical
AI, or even some sort of envisioned cyborg? How does the presence of God bring
comfort and courage even in the face of the invasive AI technologies that are filling our
world and recording our lives?

3. How does the fact that God knows you and created you bring focus into how Christians
should respond to the idea of a new kind of human, being improved through the
integration of AI into the very nature and definition of man?

4. David was a warrior, but he trusted in the Lord’s righteousness. He cried out for justice,
and he aligned his heart to the heart of the Lord. He also asked the Lord to search out
his heart and to lead the direction of his heart. David knew that the only hope of
everlasting life was through the Lord of life. David looked forward in hope to the way to
life everlasting that Jesus Christ accomplished in his death and resurrection! How can
you use this truth to bring the gospel into conversations about AI?
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