
“True Faith in Jesus”
Hebrews 11

Main Idea: True faith is required for receiving true acceptance by God.

Truths about true faith in Jesus:
True faith isn’t blind hope; it’s confident assurance (11:1).
      In this verse, the writer of Hebrews provided one of the clearest and most concise definitions 
of faith. Faith — real or true faith — is the reality or assurance of things hoped for. In other 
words, true faith is a hope not based on possibility but based on reality. Continuing the 
definition, the writer of Hebrews said that true faith was also the proof or conviction of what is 
not seen. Similarly, true faith truly believes in the God who is not seen and who has promised 
things that currently cannot be seen. The world’s understanding of faith and hope is not true, 
biblical faith. True faith is not blind-faith or blind-hope on possibilities. True, biblical faith is 
confident assurance in God and his promises.
1. Take time to read it and to really discuss the definition of faith in verse 1.
2. Do you have this kind of faith? When and how did that occur in your life?

True faith pleases God and brings great reward (11:6).
      As the writer of Hebrews walked through examples of true faith in God‘s people, he took 
time to pause in order to point to key truths about faith as revealed through the lives of men and 
women of true faith. In verse 6, he pointed to an important fact: It’s impossible to please God 
without faith. He went on to say that those who want to draw near to God must believe in him. 
Additionally, they must believe that he rewards those who seek him. What a wonderful truth 
about true faith! What an encouraging reminder that faith pleases God and that those who seek 
him in faith are rewarded! Do you want to please God? Live by faith! Do you want to be 
rewarded by God? Live by faith!
1. If true faith pleases God, how are you being called on by faith to please God today? Take 

time to share and to pray with one another.
2. What are the rewards that God promises to those who seek him? Ground your answers in 

Scripture.

True faith leads to true righteousness before God (11:7b).
      Another important truth about faith, coming from the example of Noah, is that righteousness 
before God comes through faith. It was that way in the Old Testament as much as it is in the 
New Testament. The writer of Hebrews noted that Noah, through his actions, proclaimed his 
faith. Noah, in building the ark, condemned the world and displayed his faith in God. Through 
his faith, Noah became an heir or inheritor of righteousness. Today, if you desire righteousness 
— right standing before God — then know that it comes through faith! Like Noah, true faith 
leads to the proclamation of that faith through your actions in life; however, righteousness with 
God is connected to your faith.
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1. How was Noah’s faith connected to his actions? How is this same connection relevant 
today?

2. What does it mean to be an heir of righteousness? How does that apply to our lives as those 
who follow Jesus by faith?

True faith looks forward rather than looking behind (11:15-16).
      Looking back from Abel to Sarah, the writer of Hebrews declared that God was not ashamed 
to be called their God because of their faith. Specifically, these believers lived their lives not 
focused on the past, which would have opened an opportunity — or temptation — to return, but 
they focused on the future, looking forward to a better place. As the writer of Hebrews said, they 
were looking for a “heavenly” place. Thank God for his wisdom in these words. Focusing on the 
past often opens the door for discontentment in the present. It creates an opportunity to move 
backwards rather than to continue to move forward. Looking forward, in an eternal sense 
towards our promised inheritance in Christ, always opens the door for contentment in the 
present. It creates the opportunity to move forward by faith in any situation and to protect us 
from getting stuck or falling behind. So in true faith, look forward.
1. Read and discuss these verses. What are you prone to look back on today?
2. Honestly in your group, discuss how focused you are in looking forward to a heavenly place. 

How can you on a daily basis and your group on an on-going basis help grow and maintain 
a forward focus in faith?

3. Who do you know that needs to look forward in their lives? Pray for them, and commit to 
share this passage with them this week.

True faith brings the true approval of God (11:2, 39-40).
      This chapter begins and ends with an important statement that points to the fundamental 
truth connected to true faith: God’s approval only comes through faith! In verse 2, before 
walking through the examples of believers in the past, the writer of Hebrews announced that the 
individuals he was about to discuss received God’s approval because of their faith. After going 
through the list of all of the examples of faith in the past, the writer of Hebrews went on to 
reaffirm that God‘s approval only comes through faith. And then in verse 40, The writer of 
Hebrews reminds us that we have more than they had! We have the promises that they were 
looking for in Christ. We’ve received what they were waiting for! How much more should we 
have faith? How much more should we know that God’s approval comes through faith?
1. What are the implications of being approved by God? What does this say about the 

importance of true faith? Do you have this approval without a doubt in your life?
2. What is the “something better” that God has provided to us? How is it that through what God 

has given us, these Old Testament believers were perfected?
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