
Growing Goodness
Selected Verses

Main Point: By the Spirit, the goodness of the Lord can grow in your life.

God is good.
- God is the source of all that is good (Mk. 10:18; Jas. 1:17).
- God’s presence brings goodness (Ex. 33:19).
- God’s goodness brings blessing and provision (Neh. 9:25; Psa. 68:10; Jer. 31:12).

When Jesus was called “good,” his response was a powerful question that pointed to
the reality of his divine identity: “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone.”
God is the source of all that is good simply because God is the only one who is good! There is
no one else who is good and who truly does good (Rom. 3:10-12). God’s goodness also means
that any good thing comes from God. If he is the only one who is good, then every good gift
must come from him (Jas. 1:17). There’s no good gift or good thing that we can experience or
hold in our hands that doesn’t come from one who is good. God is truly the source of all good.
That also means that far above the good things that God gives, his very presence brings the
fullness of goodness. There’s nothing better than God’s presence. The essence of his
goodness is experienced most fully in his presence, which he pointed to when he revealed
himself and his essential attributes to Moses in Exodus. God’s presence, therefore, brings his
goodness such that in the presence of the Lord there is blessing and provision for those who
turn to the Lord. God’s good nature is displayed in the blessing and provision he gives to those
who trust in him.

1. Today, most believe that people are basically good. What does God’s Word say about
this belief? Do you truly believe that all people are sinful and therefore not good? Why?
Make sure that you base your answers in Scripture.

2. Make a list of good things in your life (relationally, emotionally, materially, morally, etc.).
Do you believe that all of these things come from God? Look at Genesis 1 to answer
this question biblically?

3. How has God’s presence brought blessing and provision into your life? Who do you
need to share your testimony of God’s goodness with this week? Pray for them, and
discuss how you plan to share your testimony with them in the next few days.

God’s goodness satisfies and attracts his people (Jer. 31:14; Hos. 3:5).
The goodness of God is attractive. Through the prophet Jeremiah, the Lord indicated

that there would be a time when his people would be satisfied with his goodness. In other
words, they would recognize his blessing and provision in their lives, and most importantly,
they would recognize his glorious goodness that brought about their redemption, turning their
sorrow into joy. The prophet Hosea was used by God to reveal his gracious goodness in his
relentless pursuit of his adulterous people. Even facing the reality of Israel’s unfaithfulness,
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through Hosea, the Lord looked to a day when his people would return to him, and one of the
things that would attract his people back to him was his goodness. The goodness of the Lord
is something that brings satisfaction into the hearts of his people. His goodness is attractive,
drawing his people to himself.

1. Have you ever tried to look for satisfaction apart from the Lord? What was the ultimate
result? Why?

2. Have you found satisfaction in the Lord? How?
3. Do you have a testimony of being drawn to the Lord by his goodness? Share.
4. Do you know someone who doesn’t have the Lord in their life? Pray for them, and later

today, send them a link to Pastor Joel’s message on YouTube on God’s goodness.

God’s goodness can follow and fill your life (Psa. 23:6; Rom. 15:14).
- God’s goodness follows after those who follow the Lord (Psa. 23:6).
- God’s goodness fills those who fill themselves with the Word of the Lord (Rom. 15:14).

For the believer, there are two aspects of experiencing the fruit of the Spirit in the
goodness of the Lord. First, like David, there’s the aspect of the ongoing, personal experience
of God’s goodness. David knew that the Lord was his Shepherd, and he knew that the Lord
would lead him in life, even through the darkness times of his life. He also knew who the Lord
was and that the God who was good would bring goodness into his life. For those who have
made the Lord their Shepherd, the very presence of the Lord who is good will bring his
goodness and mercy into their lives. Following the Lord leads to the goodness of the Lord
following after us all the days of our lives. Second, there’s the aspect of the goodness of God
in our lives, flowing out of our lives to extend the goodness of God to others. Paul referenced
this reality in the lives of those in the Roman church. He was sure that they were filled with
goodness, which can only come from the presence of the Lord -- the only one who is good --
in their lives. An aspect of being filled with goodness is being filled with all knowledge! In other
words, the goodness of the Word of God (Heb. 6:5) that fills the believer’s heart and mind with
all that is good, right, and true (Eph. 5:9) is important for the filling of the believer’s life with the
goodness of the Lord. What an incredible gift that God’s goodness can follow and fill our lives!

1. How have you seen God’s goodness follow after you in life?
2. How do you see the goodness of God in each other’s lives? Spend time encouraging

one another by sharing in specific ways how you see God’s goodness in the lives of
others in your group.

3. How does the filling of all knowledge and the instruction of others -- counsel from God’s
Word -- display God’s goodness? What does this reveal about an important key to
growing the fruit of God’s goodness in your life?
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