
“God’s Saving Purpose”
Genesis 50:15-21

Main Idea: God can even use the evil people do for his good, saving purpose for his people.

Responses to the reality of God’s saving purpose:
Reject hate and revenge, which have no place in a life submitted to the Lord (15-19).

When Jacob passed away, Joseph’s brothers became worried. They talked among 
themselves, considering the possibility of how Joseph would respond to them now that their 
father was dead. As is often the case, they jumped to the worst possible outcome. They thought 
that perhaps Joseph would “hate” them and “pay” them “back for all the evil” that they had done 
to him (Gen. 50:15). In short, they assumed that Jacob had been the reason that Joseph had 
treated them so well, and that Joseph’s hate would now emerge and his revenge would now 
come because of their evil in selling him into slavery years earlier. However, Joseph’s response 
was completely different. Joseph wept when he realized what they were thinking, and he went 
on to reassure them that he didn’t hate them and that he wasn’t going to take revenge on them. 
Joseph was submitted to the Lord. He wasn’t going to take the Lord’s place, knowing that God 
is the judge and that God is the one who takes vengeance for his people. Joseph rejected hate 
and revenge because God was truly God in his life.
1. Read Gen. 50:19. What does he mean in asking the question “am I in the place of God?” 

What is the implied answer to his rhetorical question? How does that relate to taking 
revenge on his brothers?

2. Read Deut. 32:35. What do these words from the song of Moses say about the place of 
revenge in the life of God’s people? How was this truth reflected years earlier in Joseph’s 
life?

3. Read Rom. 12:19-21. What does the New Testament say about revenge in the life of God’s 
people? What is the key to conquering evil?

4. Are you struggling with hate or revenge in your life? Share, and surrender those things to 
the Lord. Pray for one another for the strength in Christ to reject hate and revenge.

Trust in God’s power to turn evil into good for his saving purpose (20).
In Joseph’s response to his brothers concerns, he went on to give some reasoning 

behind his position of love and reassurance of peace with his brothers. The reason was simple 
yet profound. While Joseph’s brothers — by their own acknowledgement — did evil in first 
desiring to kill Jospeh and then in selling Joseph into slavery, Joseph recognized that God had 
actually used the evil thing that they had done in order to position Joseph in a place to save the 
lives of countless numbers of people, including his father and his brothers! Joseph could have 
missed it. He could have failed to see God’s hand and his purpose in all that had happened in 
his life, but through the eyes of faith, Joseph saw the reality of God’s good intentions even 
through the bad experiences in Joseph’s life. Joseph wasn’t hateful towards his brothers 
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because Joseph knew that God had redeemed and used what his brothers had done to him to 
bring good through him to the lives of so many other people.
1. Have you ever experienced God’s power to turn evil into good in your life? Was the evil 

something others did to you, or was it something that you did? What did God do, and how 
did he do it? Share testimonies.

2. In the midst of a bad situation, when evil happens and others have hurt you, do you ever 
have a hard time trusting in God’s power to turn evil into good for his saving purpose? Why? 
What are some disciplines that can help you remember and trust the Lord in those times?

3. Do you know someone who needs to be encouraged with the truth that God can turn evil 
into good for his saving purpose? Share, and pray for them. Discuss how you can 
appropriately encourage them this week with this truth and with your testimony.

Display God’s grace in your relationship even to those who have done evil to you (21).
Not hating and taking revenge on his brothers is one thing, but going on to actually 

comfort and take care of his brothers is quite another thing. Joseph not only reassured his 
brothers that he was not going to take revenge on them, but he also reassured them that he 
would take care of them! He even spoke to them in a way that was kind and that brought great 
comfort into their lives. They hadn’t done anything to deserve this from Joseph. In fact, they had 
just questioned Joseph’s motives and his heart towards them. There was nothing that they could 
do to make up for the evil that they had done to Joseph, so there was nothing that Joseph owed 
them in caring about them or caring for them. Joseph’s words, actions, and commitment were 
completely undeserved by his brothers. Joseph’s response to his brothers was a picture of 
unmerited grace: A gift that isn’t deserved and is unearned. Ultimately, in seeing God’s saving 
work in his life and through his life, Joseph was displaying God’s grace towards his brothers, 
extending good even to those who had done evil to him.
1. Have you ever experienced God’s grace through someone who forgave you and treated you 

with kindness and love even when you didn’t deserve it? Share a few stories.
2. In your life right now, who is someone that you need to display God’s grace to, even if 

they’ve done evil to you in the past? Discuss, and talk about the specific way that you need 
to display God’s grace to them this week.

3. Read Rom. 12:19-21 again. How is doing this possible? What are some daily disciplines that 
are essential to victory in displaying God’s grace in your life in the midst of the moment of 
trial? Pray for these things in each other’s lives.
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