
“Wait. Now!”
Genesis 41

Main Idea: God is at work everywhere to workout his purpose in his perfect time.

Applications for us today:
Accept that God’s timing in his work sometimes requires waiting (1-8).

Genesis 41 begins with these words: “After two whole years.” Why not just two years? 
Two years and two whole years are the same number of days and the same amount of time. 
However, when the word “whole” is added in order to qualify the two years, it points to the fact 
that every one of those minutes and days was felt and was counted. For Joseph in prison, every 
minute was like a day and every day was like a year. He was waiting for the moment that the 
cupbearer would perhaps remember him and do something to help him get out of the pit that he 
was in. But the cupbearer had forgotten Joseph. He had failed to remember him, so God 
stepped into the situation in his perfect way at his perfect time, giving Pharaoh a dream that no-
one could interpret, and not knowing the interpretation of the dream would upset Pharaoh. Does 
this sound familiar? Today, God’s timing is perfect, but remember that waiting is sometimes an 
important part of his timing.
1. Have you ever been in a place where two years felt like two whole years? Are you there 

now? Why? Share testimonies.
2. Why is waiting so hard? Have you ever questioned what God is doing while you are waiting?
3. What are some verses that give us direction and wisdom for waiting in our lives?

Trust that God can use anyone and anything to do his work (9-14).
God worked in such a way that reminded the cupbearer of when he himself had a dream 

that he couldn’t understand. God worked in this way to remind the cupbearer of Joseph, who 
gave the interpretation of the dream to the cupbearer! In that moment of remembering, the 
cupbearer told Pharaoh about Joseph and about the fact that the interpretation Joseph provided 
came to fruition both for his dream and for the dream of the baker. Through this dream of 
Pharaoh, God worked in such a way to ultimately position Joseph before Pharaoh for God’s 
purpose for Joseph. Isn’t it amazing how God worked, using dreams in the lives of two men who 
weren’t followers of God in order to accomplish his plan in Joseph’s life? From connecting 
Joseph and the cupbearer in prison to the dreams of the cupbearer and baker in prison, God 
had prepared the way for this moment for Joseph. What a powerful reminder that God is always 
at work, and we may never know ahead of time the ways that he is working to move us towards 
his purpose for us in his redemptive work for his people.
1. Can you think about things in the past that God used to prepare and position you for where 

you are now? Did you realize what he was doing at the time?
2. Share examples from Scripture or from your lives of God using unbelievers to pave the way 

for his plans for his people. How does this change your approach to waiting?
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3. How does knowing that God can use anyone and anything to do his work impact your trust 
in God anywhere at anytime in your life?

Depend on the Lord in every opportunity that he offers you to do his work (14-36).
What are the chances that Joseph anticipated that he would be summoned to Pharaoh? 

What are the chances that in being summoned, Joseph anticipated that it would all be related to 
a dream? Joseph could never have anticipated this opportunity, and the pressure of the 
opportunity, with all that was on the line for Joseph, was enormous. So what did Joseph do? 
The answer is found in the verse that is the key to this whole passage: Joseph depended on the 
Lord! In Gen. 41:16, Joseph told Pharaoh that he could not interpret Pharaoh’s dream. 
However, Joseph went on to tell Pharaoh that God could. In fact, Joseph anticipated that God 
would, so in this opportunity, Joseph depended on the God who had, could, and would. When 
confronted with opportunities — big or small, expected or unexpected, complex or simple — 
depend on and direct others to depend on the Lord!
1. Has the Lord ever given you an opportunity that you never dreamed of and that perhaps 

even terrified you or seemed overwhelming? Share, and discuss.
2. What is the key to depending on the Lord? What is critical for dependence on the Lord in the 

moment of an unexpected opportunity from the Lord?
3. What is the Lord calling you to and giving you the opportunity to do right now in your life? 

Are you depending on the Lord? If not, why not? Share, and pray for each other.

Remember that God’s work in your life is not just about you (37-57).
Joseph went from a slave to a prisoner to second in command in Egypt! What a radical 

transformation in Joseph’s life! Joseph’s identity and his circumstances changed in a way that 
he never dreamed. God gave him freedom and great responsibility. God gave him a wife and 
children. God did more than Joseph could have ever dreamed, but what was clear is that God 
had done all of this not just for Joseph. God gave Joseph all of these things because God had 
plans to use Joseph’s life to save the lives of many others. As the famine came upon the land of 
Egypt, Joseph’s plan and preparation for the famine provided food to keep many in Egypt from 
starving. Not only that, but as the famine spread to “all” lands, we begin to realize that God’s 
work in Joseph’s life would extend to many more than just the Egyptians. Remember that God’s 
work in your life is not just about you.
1. Has God ever radically turned around a situation in your life? Share you stories. Have you 

ever shared that testimony with anyone? Who needs to hear about God’s work in your life? 
Discuss, and commit to share your stories this week.

2. Discus how God worked in Joseph’s life in order to work through Joseph’s life. He still does 
this in the lives of his people. Have you ever thought about that reality in your life?

3. How is God at work in your life? How can he use you right now in his work of salvation in 
this world? Pray for your group and for our church, asking our Father to work in us in order 
to work through us in his redemptive work in this world.
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